Sabbath Day Sermon of August 6, 2010.

By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

Christianity Through Living in the Light of God

1 John Chapter 1

v. 1-5. John an apostle of Jesus Christ writes from Ephesus in response to the attacks of the enemies of Christianity and the teachings of the false teachers of his day. He gives this first hand testimony that Jesus was no spectre, no phantom, and no invisible person. He emphasized that Jesus “the Word of life” is eternal that God came into the world as a man, that He John, was an eye-witness to Jesus life, and that Jesus brings light and life. He was seen by others who were eyewitnesses to His glory. They touched him and knew that he was real. They saw him with their eyes and they heard him with their ears as he spoke the words of life. They looked upon him through the eye of the mind so that what they said about him was based on their discernment, the cognition, and their convictions. The senses inform the mind and aid it in drawing conclusions. John therefore speaks about Jesus without mental reservation or equivocation of any kind.

As an eyewitness to Jesus’ ministry, John was qualified to teach the truth about him. Although, the readers of John’s letter had not seen Jesus themselves, but they could trust that what John wrote was accurate. Today, though we have not personally seen, heard, or touched Jesus, we have the Scriptures and in them are the records of his eyewitnesses, and we can trust that they spoke the truth about him. Jesus Himself said “Jesus saith “blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed. (John 20:29).
The three principles of Christian fellowship are: First, it is grounded in the testimony of the Word of God. Without this underlying strength, togetherness is impossible. Second, it is mutual, depending on the unity of believers in the truth of the Word of God. Third, it is daily renewed through the involvement of the Holy Spirit in the life of believers. True fellowship combines social and spiritual interaction, and it is made possible only by a living relationship with Jesus Christ.

The light of God represents what is good, pure, true, holy, dependable and reliable. Darkness on the other hand represents sin and evil. The light of God is perfectly holy and true, and that alone can guide us out of the darkness of sin. Light is also related to truth, in that it exposes whatever exists, whether it is good or bad.  Just as darkness cannot exist in the presence of light, sin cannot exist in the presence of a holy God. If we want to have a relationship with God, we must forsake our sinful ways of living. To claim that we belong to God but then to live for ourselves is hypocrisy and that is not acceptable before God.  Jesus Christ will expose and judge such deceit.
v.6-7. John refutes the three claims of the false teachers in his day; that we can have fellowship with God and still walk in darkness. The false teachers thought that the body was evil or worthless and taught one of two approaches to behavior: Either they insisted on denying bodily desires through rigid discipline, or they approved of gratifying every physical lust because the body was going to be destroyed anyway (1 Cor. 6:15-19). Obviously the second approach was more popular then and as we see today; the whole world seemed to be gratifying the physical lust more and more!  Responding to the false teachers and their evil doctrines, John says that no one can claim to be a Christian and still live in evil and immorality. We cannot claim to love God and court sin at the same time. 
We know that it is only Jesus’ blood that cleanses us from every sin. In Old Testament times, by laying of hands on the head of the animal, believers symbolically transferred their sins to the animal, which they then sacrificed (Lev. 4). The animal died in their place to pay for their sins and to allow them to continue living by the grace of God. God in his mercy forgave and had their sins covered because of their faith in him as long as they kept his commandments concerning the sacrifice. Those sacrifices anticipated the day when Jesus Christ would completely remove sin. Real cleansing from sin came with Jesus Christ, the “Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world” (John 1:29).
Sin, by its very nature, brings death (James 1:15).  Jesus did not die for his own sins; he had none (Dan. 9:25, 26). Sin in our lives is similar to pollution in streams. Even small amounts are deadly. So when we commit our life to Jesus and thus identify ourselves with him, his death becomes ours. He has paid the penalty for our sins; his blood has cleansed us. Just as he rose from the grave, we rise to changed life of fellowship with him as children of God (Rom 6:4; John 1:12).
v.8-9. The false teachers not only denied that sin disrupts our relationship with God, and that humans have sinful tendencies, but they also denied that their conduct involved any sin or violates the commandments of God at all. But they forgot one basic truth; all people who disobey God’s commandments are sinners, they will remain so until they repent of their sins and forsake them, and commit their life to the Lordship of Jesus Christ. When we commit our life to Jesus, all our sins are forgiven. As Christians although we ought not to practice sin, but when we do err unintentionally, we must immediately confess our wrong deeds only to God through Jesus who is our advocate, to remove the barrier to fellowship that our error has put between us and Him. True confession to God and to God alone also involves a commitment not to continue in sin. We are not genuinely confessing our sins before God if we plan to commit the sin again. We must pray for strength to defeat the temptation the next time it rears its head. 
One might ask, (1) if Jesus has forgiven us for our sins because of his death why do we have to pray for forgiveness, (2) and why do we pray for our needs if God by his foreknowledge knows what we need? In admitting our wrong doings and receiving Jesus’ cleansing, and or making our requests know to God, (1) we are agreeing with God that our misdeeds were wrong and that we are willing to turn from it, (2) ensuring that we do not intent to conceal our misdeeds from Him and consequently from ourselves, (3) recognizing our tendency to do wrong and relying on God’s power to overcome it, (4) praying to God for our needs even when by his foreknowledge he knew what we need, is to agree with God that we are turning to him first for help, to fill our thoughts with his desires, to take his character for our pattern, and to serve and obey him in everything-- that we are not letting people, objects, goals, and other desires, while they compete for priority in our lives, bump God out of first place from our heart. In contrast to the worrier who is consumed by fear who finds it difficult to trust God, who lets his plan interfere with his or her relationship with God; believers pray to let God know that we are not going to let worries about tomorrow affect our relationship with Him (Matt. 6:25-34).
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