Sabbath Sermon of August 21, 2010

By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

Certainly and Abiding in Love

1 John Chapter 3

In continuation of his exhortation of Believers, John reminds us how much love The Father has bestowed on us; those who have accepted the sacrifice he has provided in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the reason we are called the sons and daughters of God (John 1:12, 13). The world cannot know by what Spirit and might we are born, it is therefore, difficult for them to know us nor can they understand us. A person has to be born twice in a life time if he or she is to enter into the kingdom of heaven. The first time in the flesh, which is corruptible, and the second time by the Spirit, the Word of God which is incorruptible (1 Pet. 1:23). Being born again is more than a fresh start; it is a rebirth, receiving a new family name based on Jesus’ death for us. The Holy Spirit gives us a new mind and heart, lives in us, and begins helping us be like Jesus. Our perspective changes, too (Rom. 12:2; Eph. 4:22-24). Believers have minds that are renewed day by day by the Holy Spirit. As we begin to think and act differently, our moral uprightness exposes and shames those who aren’t. If we live for God, the world will often hate us because we make them painfully aware of their immoral way of living (John 15: 18; 24; Matt. 10:22; Mk 13:13; Luke 21:17).
Again, what do we become after we are born again, the reason the world cannot know us or understand us? Jesus answers the question for us by describing what happens after we are born again, and why the world cannot know the miracle God has bestowed on the believer: “The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit.” (John 3: 5-8; 14:17)
v. 2-9. We shall be like him. i.e., like Jesus Christ. What is Jesus like? Only three people ever lived who had normal minds. They are Adam, Eve, and Jesus. The first two lost their normal minds. Only Jesus had a normal mind, and it is this that distinguished him in his humanity from all other men and women. The day is coming when believers will regain normal minds, which will then be sinless, and then shall we be like Jesus; we in Him and He in the Father (John 14:20-23). Holding unto these lines of thought and hope purifies the mind of the believer. 
Every sin is a transgression against God, therefore, we cannot say that we have not sinned if we transgress the law; the sin in itself is the transgression of the commandment of God. Jesus came and died to take away our sins, and we ought not to sin if we are in Jesus. There is a difference between committing a sin and continuing to sin. A believer who falls into sin repents, confesses to Jesus (not to a priest) is forgiven. However, a person who remains in sin, by contrast, is not sorry for what he or she is doing. 

If we continue to walk with Jesus as we learned to do in the beginning, sin will have no power over us. But sin will certainly overcome us if we walk away from our knowledge of Him and His saving power. Therefore, the believer knows that he or she cannot attain righteous if he does not walk and work with Jesus.  It is the keeping of his commandments that make us righteous, even as Jesus is righteous. Those who are the children of devil commit sin and dwell in it. They are prone to sinning because the devil whom they obey is a sinner from the beginning. John is not talking about people whose victories are still incomplete; he is talking about people who make a practice to sinning and looks for ways to justify it.

To stop the advancement of this devilish endeavors and the sinfulness of man, Jesus was purposefully sent by the Father, that through his sinless life, death and resurrection, the works of the devil might be destroyed for ever.
Henceforth, we ought not to commit sin if we have been born again, because the Holy Spirit who dwells in us is given to help us overcome sin that we sin not.

v.10. How do we know the children of God? Children of God are known by their righteous deeds; but the children of the devil are known by their unrighteous deeds. John clearly states that unbelievers are children of the devil. Such children neglect true faith in Jesus Christ and give no place to God. They also have no use for the children of God, despising, hating, and persecuting them. This can be seen in the history of the church and in society today (Matt. 7: 6, 20). John turns and speaks to believers about a person who harbors hatred toward a fellow believer in Jesus Christ. Such a person commits “heart-murder” even though he or she does not kill the body of the person hated. Hatred is inconsistent with a true life in Jesus Christ; therefore, such a person does not have eternal life in him.

v. 15-24. John, like James, insists on the necessity for good works. Love is not simply a matter of lip service but should be seen and known in action and deed. To speak swelling words is nothing unless those words are accompanied by good works.  A believer is judged by what is in his of her heart; outward compliance alone is not enough. Bitterness against people who have wronged you is like an evil cancer eating away your whole body, and will eventually destroy you if you don’t forgive them (Matt. 5:21; Heb. 12:15). Whereas real Christian love is an action, not a feeling, it produces selfless sacrificial giving. The greatest act of love we can do is to give ourselves for others. Laying down our lives by serving others with no thought of receiving anything in return (John 15:13)
Believers are not to ignore the gnawing accusations of our conscience, or rationalize our behavior; rather they should set their heart on God’ love and in the saving power of His Son Jesus Christ. Those who have a good conscience toward God will not desire anything that is contrary to the honor and glory of God. They will depend on God, who will give them the good things they ask of Him. “No good thing will he withheld from them that walk uprightly (Ps. 84:11).
John reminds us of the three essential commands: (1) Believe in Jesus Christ, (2) love the brothers and sisters, and (3) live a morally and upright life. The presence of the Holy Spirit is not only spiritual, but it is also practical. In other words, our conduct verifies his presence in us.
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