Sabbath Sermon for September 4, 2010
By Dr. Chika Flint

Victory Through Faith and Trusting Jesus Christ

1 John Chapter 5

Apostle John begins in the conclusion of the last chapter of his first epistle by saying that whosoever believes that Jesus Christ is Messiah the Prince, that he is the Son of God by nature and office, is born of God. If we love God who begat Jesus Christ, we must also love whom that is begotten of Him. When we become Christians, we become part of God’s family, with fellow believers as our brothers and sisters. It is God who determines who the other family members are, not us. We are simply called to accept and love them. How well should we treat our fellow family members in the Lord? We are to love them as Jesus loved us. When we love our brothers and sisters in Jesus, we are keeping the commandment of God; for to say we love God is to love one another as He loved us (John. 15:9, 12-13).   
vv. 3-4. We prove that we love God when we keep His commandments. As Believers we experience the love of God by keeping his commandments. God’s commandment is not burdensome or heavy for those who love God. Jesus never promised that obeying him would be easy in this world. Hard work, however, can be rewarding if we value its results. In other words, the hard work and discipline of serving Jesus is not burdensome to those who love him. Should our load start to feel heavy, we can always lay them at the feet of Jesus and trust Him to help us overcome it. To overcome the world we must believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, and that is our victory.
vv. 6-12. John refutes the false teaching in circulation in his day that said Jesus was God only between his baptism and his death—that is, he was merely human until he was baptized, at which time “the Christ” then descended upon him, but then later left him before his death on the cross. But if Jesus died only as a man, he could not have taken away the sins of the world.  Unfortunately, this false teaching is still being taught today by the antichrists and the secret societies today.
John implicitly affirms, “Jesus came by water and blood, and it is the Spirit who bears witness, because the Holy Spirit is truth. The Holy Spirit who is truth, witnesses to our hearts that Jesus is Lord and that the Bible is God’s infallible Word. Indeed the words of the Scriptures are not taught by human wisdom but “taught by the Holy Spirit” (1 Cor. 2:15). This is known as “the testimony of the Holy Spirit.”
The Gospels record God’s clear declaration that Jesus is his Son—once at Jesus’ baptism and once at his transfiguration (Matt. 3:16-17; Mark 9:2-7). The three in heaven bear record: The Father, the Word and the Holy Spirit, and they are one. However, on earth the three witnesses are the Holy Spirit, the water, and the blood; these three also agree and are one. The water for our cleansing through baptism, the blood of Jesus for the remission of our sins, and the Holy Spirit which bear witness and dwells in the heart of every one born of God. The three who bear record in heaven and the three witnesses on earth agree that whoever believes in God’s Son has eternal life. Jesus is all we need. We do not need to wait for eternal life, because it begins right here on earth the moment we believe. We do not need to work for it, because it is already ours as believers. Believers do not need to worry about it, because they have been given eternal life by God himself, and it is guaranteed by the blood of Jesus Christ. 

v.13. That you may know. Some Christians do not have the assurance of faith and tend to stumble around blindly, lacking confidence in their salvation. John has written his epistle that all believers in Jesus Christ may know they have eternal life. Since what John says, God says, confidence in the Word of God assures the weakest of hearts and minds that all believers in Jesus Christ can know with certainty that they have eternal life.

There are others who hope they will receive eternal life. John says we can know we have it. Eternal life is given here on earth, not when we get to heaven. Our certainty is based on God’s promise that he has given us eternal life through his Son. Eternal life is not based on feelings, but on facts. You can know you have eternal life if you believe God’s truths. If you aren’t sure that you are a Christian, ask yourself: “Have I honestly committed my life to Jesus as my Savior and Lord? If so, know by faith that you are indeed a child of God.

vv.14-15. These verses contain one of the greatest and most assuring of all promises in the Scriptures. If we pray according to the will of God, God hears us. The emphasis here is on God’s will, not our will. When we communicate with God, we don’t demand what we want; rather we discuss with him what he wants for us. And if we align our prayers to his will, God will listen, we can be absolutely certain that we will get what we have asked of Him. How can we know the will of God? We can discern the will of God from the Scripture in many cases so that when we pray according to that Word as the Holy Spirit directs us, we know that our prayers will be answered in the affirmative. 
vv. 16-17. When a believer is a witness to or comes to the knowledge of a fellow Christian’s sin that is not unto death, weather this death the sin causes is physical or spiritual, we are to intercede through prayer on behalf of the brother or sister that he or she may be delivered from the devil’s enslavement. Paul had written that some Christians had died because they took Communion “unworthily” (1 Cor. 11:27-30). And Ananias and Sapphira his wife were struck dead when they lied to the Holy Spirit (Acts. 5:1-11). Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit results in spiritual death (Mark 3:29). John may have been referring to the spiritual death of people who had left the Christian fellowship and joined the “antichrists.” By rejecting the only way of salvation, these people were putting themselves out of reach of believers’ prayers. However, John says, “I am not saying that he should pray about it,” rather than “You cannot pray about that. In other words, we should continue to prayer for our fellow believers, especially when we are not certain of what they have done. By so doing we are leaving it up to God who is the righteous judge to handle it.
vv. 18-19. Whosoever is born of God sinneth not. John says, that “no one born of God makes sin the practice of his or her life” When Christians fall into sin, they ask God to forgive them and then they continue to serve him, God frees them from their slavery to Satan. But the rest of the world does not have the freedom to obey God. Our abilities to obey God come as a result of being born again through faith in Jesus Christ. Unless a person comes to Jesus Christ in faith, he or she has no choice but to obey Satan. There is no middle ground; people either belong to God and obey Him or they live under Satan’s control. Therefore, whoever deliberately and with malicious forethought sins and keeps on sinning should ask himself or herself whether he or she has really been born again, for those who have been born again do not live this sort of life. 
God will not spare anyone for idolatry; therefore, Believers are to beware not to allow self made idols to dwell in their hearts. An idol is anything that substitutes for the true faith, anything that robs God of the first place in our heart and robs Jesus Christ of who he is as the Son of God, any teaching or idea that claims to be more authoritative than the Word of God as given to us in the Scriptures, any loyalty or desires that replaces God as the center of our life, must be shunned.

What we know about Jesus Christ must remain central to our teaching, preaching, and living. Jesus Christ is the Word of God made flesh (God-man), fully God and fully human at the same time. Jesus came to earth to die in our place for our sins to redeem us as the Father had commanded him (John 10:18). By placing our faith in Jesus, we are given eternal life and the power to do his will. If you’re most important question about Jesus is, how could he have been God and man on earth at the same time? Well he was also God and man at the same time when he visited Abraham at the appointed time in the plains of Mamre (Genesis 18). If you have read this chapter in Genesis, tell me what you think of our Father in heaven. Isn’t He wonderful to have visited us again in the person of Jesus Christ, purposefully, to establish the new covenant as he promised (Heb.10:4-10)?
bishop@hsapm.org
www.hsapm.org
Registered ® Holy Spirit Advantage Prophetic Ministries

PAGE  
1

