Sabbath Sermon of June 26, 2010
IN THE RELATION OF A HUSBAND TO HIS WIFE

By Chika Flint, Bishop

1 Peter Chapter 3

v.1-5. Peter begins by admonishing the women in the church, especially those who have come to the Lord, but have unsaved husbands or are having problems in their marriage. Peter says that it is most desirable for husbands to be won over to the Lord by the righteous conversation of their wives. In other words wives who have been saved ought to show it in their mannerism, especially in their relations with their husbands and to members of their respective households.
The bible does not prohibit the use of appropriate Jewelry and other outward adornments. But there are principles which should be regarded seriously. Most wives think their husbands appreciate them more when they are exotically dressed despite the lack of gentleness in their relations with them. But Peter says that true adornment consists in spiritual qualities of a gentle and peaceable nature. The wife who owns these qualities will also own the heart of her husband. Modesty and circumspection (cautious) are virtues that every wife should strive to own in her heart. However, attitude of heart plus outward modesty in dress and adornment go together. Because a changed life speaks loudly and clearly, and it is often the most effective way to influence a family member. Peter goes on to instruct Christian wives to develop inner beauty rather than being overly concerned about their outward appearance. Their husbands would be won by their love rather than by their looks. Christian wives are to live their Christian faith quietly and consistently in their home, and their family will see Jesus Christ in them. While this verse speaks specially to women and wives, husbands and men are also to regard the advice earnestly.  

Believers should not be obsessed by fashion, but neither should we be so unconcerned that we do not bother to care for ourselves. Hygiene, neatness, and grooming are important, but even more important are a person’s attitude and spirit. True beauty, Peter says begins inside. He continues by saying that this is how in the old time, holy women who trusted in God adorned themselves, while in subjection to their own husbands. It must be understood that no law supersedes the first command God gave to Adam and Eve his wife in the Garden of Eden. Just as in the law for children to honor their parents, so is the law for the husbands to love their wives and the wives to honor the position of their husbands as the head of the woman and the house. It is the husband who left his family to join with his wife and he is responsible to God for the maintenance of the union and not the other way around (Gen. 2:16-18, 22-25). 
v. 6-7. Peter says that to qualify to be called Sarah’s spiritual daughters, wives are to obey their husbands and act like Sarah their spiritual mother, who called Abraham her husband lord. Submission means to cooperate voluntarily with someone else out of love in a marital relationship and respect for God and for that person. Ideally, submission is mutual (Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God”—(Eph. 5:21). Even when cooperation is one sided because the other person in the relationship is not saved, however, it can be an effective Christian strategy. In other words, we may sometimes have to submit to unpleasant circumstances in righteousness so that others will see Jesus Christ in us. To husbands, Peter tells them to love and live with their wives, honoring them with the understanding that they are weaker vessels, in recognition of their physical limitations and as joint heirs by the grace of God. Some women have challenged this statement that women are weaker vessels, but in Genesis 2:22-24; 3:1-19 one can see why God has placed wives under the guidance and protection of their husbands. Therefore, a man who honors his wife as a weaker vessel will protect, respect, help, and stay with her for the good of their union. This is how husbands must behave toward their wives if their prayers are not to be hindered, because a living relationship with God depends on right relationships with others (Matt. 5:23, 24). If husbands use their position to mistreat their wives, their relationship with God will suffer. This law also applies to wives as well should they use their position to mistreat their husbands; their relationship with God will likewise suffer. Today we see wives challenging the role of their husbands in the home because of their financial and economic positions and for some other reasons; Peter says that this is tragic irony and should not be condoned in Christian homes, because it will turn the face of the Lord against such homes if they continue to relate to each other in a way that is contrary to God’s commandment. 
The family has always been the foundation of every society and it is naturally started by a man a woman joined together under the institution established by God. One example on how it is being challenged today is through the celebration the world’s so called Mothers’ day and Fathers’ day. If mothers’ day and fathers’ day had originated from God, it would have been called parents day. But the worldly system has setup two different days to honor parents, one day for the mother and another day for the father, purposefully to separate what God has put together. For what God has put together no one should put asunder, says The Lord (Gen. 2:24, 25; Ex. 20:12). God’s commandment demands that we honor our parents together every second of the year, not on a special day set aside for each of them once a year.
v. 8. Finally, Peter admonishes Believers to be of one mind in pursuit of the same goals, always willing to assist and help each other, love one another as brethren, and be always kind to one another; responsive to others needs; seeing one another as brothers and sisters, and being affectionately sensitive and willing to encourage one another and rejoice in each others successes. These qualities go a long way toward helping believers serve God effectively.
Taking revenge against fellow Believers, or the use of the worldly acceptable methods to tear people down verbally or get back at them if we feel hurt, should not even be imagined or heard of you. Because Believers have been called for one purpose, to inherit together the blessing stored for us in the kingdom of our Father. In God’s kingdom, revenge is unacceptable behavior. So is insulting a person, no matter how indirectly it is done. Believers are to rise above getting back at those who hurt us. Instead of reacting angrily to these people, pray for them. 

Again, like James warned the church, Peter warns against the excessive use of the tongue, saying that if you love your life or hope to see good days, the tongue must be controlled from speaking evil, for life and death depends on how we use it.(James 3:2-18; Prov. 18:21).  If you ask me why?  It is because the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous and his ears are open unto 
their prayers, but the face of the Lord is against them that speak and do evil. What is evil? If you must ask, please know that evil consist of all unrighteousness.
v. 8-22. Suffer for righteousness sake. Christians are called upon to do right even though that act entails suffering for them. This is particularly true in matters having to do with theological errors. Standing for the truth will always produce suffering, reproach, and character assassination. It is a great sin for good people to do nothing because of fear or other when error abounds and action is called. Copy and paste this link to your browser to see what happens when good people do nothing: 
http://www.jesus-is-savior.com/Evils%20in%20America/evils_in_america.htm
Rather than fear our enemies, Believers are to quietly trust in our sanctification of the Lord, which make us untouchable by the agents of our adversary. We must believe that Jesus Christ is in control of our life and over all events. Jesus by His foreknowledge has been in control of everything with our Father in heaven from eternity past.
Is salvation personal? Yes it is (Ezek. 14:20). How about faith? It is true that we shouldn’t be obnoxious in sharing our faith, but faith in God is given to us for sharing with others so they may be saved. We should always be ready to give an answer, gently and respectfully, when asked about our faith. The rule is to provide no ammunition to your attackers, rather always do what is right and keep your conduct above criticism.
v. 18-22. We believe this passage shows that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is not limited. The same gospel has been preached in the past as well as it is being preached in our time. It was preached to most people that are now dead and as well as the living. God has given everyone the ears to hear and come to Him, but this does not imply a second chance for those who rejected the gospel of Jesus Christ who are now dead, or those who reject Jesus Christ in this live.

In Baptism we identify with Jesus Christ, who separate us from the lost and gives us new life. However, it is not the ceremony that saves us but faith in Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection. Of course, baptism is a symbol of transformation that would happen in the heart of those who believe. This transformation leads to our being justified. If you keep the Lord’s commandments, then will He ask the Father to five you the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, the Spirit of Truth that may abide with you as long as you keep His commandments? 
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