Sabbath Day Sermon of July 3, 2010
By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

TRAITS TO CULTIVATE AS BELIEVERS
1 Peter Chapter 4

Some people will do anything to avoid pain, but Peter tells us that we are to die to sin by self-denial and mortification (discipline of the body). Negatively, we are not to live in the flesh. Positively, we are to be conformed to the revealed will of God, which means that lasciviousness, lust, drunkenness, reveling, banqueting, and abominable idolatry will have lost their hold on us.
As followers of Jesus Christ, we should be willing and prepared to do God’s will and to suffer for it if necessary. Sin loses it power to defeat us in our suffering if we focus on Jesus Christ and what he wants us to do. When our bodies are in pain or our lives in jeopardy, our real values show up clearly, and sinful pleasures seem less important. If anyone is willing to suffer for Jesus Christ by doing the will of God, that person has made a clean break with sin (ceased from sin).

4:4. Wicked friends cannot understand the new life of saved friends in Jesus who have sloughed (rubbed) off the old habits of sin. They see the new life in Christ as irksome (annoying) and tedious. For them such conduct is strange and incredible. Not infrequently they will make fund of their old friends as they seek to turn them back to their old ways. 

In other words a person whose life changes radically on being saved may experience contempt from his or her old friends. He or she may be scorned not only because he or she refuses to participate in certain activities, but also because his or her priorities have changed and he or she is now heading in the opposite direction. His or her very life incriminates their sinful activities.  Mature believers should help new believers resist such pressures of opposition by encouraging them to be faithful to Jesus Christ.

4-5. The basis of salvation is whether we have believed in Jesus Christ (Acts 16:31); but the basis for judgment is how we have lived. Those who inflict persecution are marked for punishment when they stand before God. Believers have nothing to fear, however, because Jesus Christ will be the final judge over all (John 5:22; 2Tim. 4:1). 

5-6. Many people today as in the early church have been concerned about life after death. In Thessalonica, Christians worried that loved ones who died before Jesus’ return might never see Jesus Christ (1 Thess. 4:13-18). Peter’s listeners and readers needed to be reminded that the dead (both the faithful and their oppressors) would be judged. The judgment will be perfectly fair, he points out, because even the dead have heard the Gospel (1 Pet 3:18, 19). The Gospel was first preached on the earth, but it has been operating since before the creation of the world (Eph. 1:4), and it affects all mankind, the dead as well as the living.

7-9. Believers are to Live expectantly, for Jesus is coming. Getting ready to meet Him involves continually growing in love for God and for others. Jesus summarizes this in Matt 22:37-40. It is important to pray regularly, and it is also important to reach out to needy people. Your possessions, status, and power will mean nothing in God’s Kingdom, but you will spend eternity with other people. Believers are to invest their time and talents where they will make an eternal difference.
Peter admonishes believers to use hospitality toward one another without grudging. Christian hospitality differs from social entertainment. Entertaining focuses on the host: The home must be spotless; the food must be well prepared and abundant; the host must appear relaxed and good-natured. Christian hospitality, by contrast, focuses on the guests. Their needs—whether for a place to sit, nourishing food, a listening ear, or acceptance—are of first importance. Hospitality can happen in a messy home. It can happen around a dinner table where the main dish is canned soup. It can even happen while the host and the guest are doing chores together. Don’t be afraid to offer hospitality just because you are too tired, too busy, or not wealthy enough to entertain.
10-13. Some people who are well aware of their abilities, believe they have the right to use them as they please. Others feel they have no special talents at all. To both groups Peter says to believers that everyone has some abilities (“gifts”), find yours and use them. All our abilities should be used in serving others; none are for our own exclusive enjoyment. Peter mentions preaching (“speaking”) and helping (“ministering”). Paul lists these and other abilities in Romans 12:6-8; 1 Cor. 12:8-11; Eph. 4:11.
God is glorified when we use our abilities when we use them as he directs, to help others, they will see Jesus in us and praise him for the help they have received. Peter using Jesus words, say to believers, “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father which is in heaven (Matt. 5:16).

14-16. Again Peter brings to mind Jesus words: Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake” (Matt. 5:11). However, there is a kind of suffering that comes to the saints as a result of their own sins and shortcomings. But God also allows believers to suffer as part of His will for them; to prepare us to face other, even stronger temptations in the future, and to help us stay faithful and keep on trusting him. If believers need earthly discipline (judgment) from God, how much more will unbelievers receive it? If believers are “scarcely (barely) saved” (only because of God’s mercy, or as some say, barely saved through persecution) what chance do those have who reject Jesus Christ? Believers are to be more concerned for their souls than for their bodies. Therefore, they are to commit their souls to God and engage in that kind of life that is designed to glorify God. The faithful Creator will keep all his promise made to his beloved children.
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