Sabbath Sermon of July 10, 2010
By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

Exhortations of The Brethren

1 Peter Chapter 5

Elders make up the reserve pool of bishops and leaders of the church. The word “elder” and bishop are used interchangeably in the New Testament. Here Peter calls himself an elder and a witness of the sufferings of Jesus Christ, and as all believers who are partakers of the glory that shall be revealed at the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul does so in Titus 1:5, 7. The plural eldership was common in the apostolic church in which a bishop usurps controlling authority over a local church. The qualifications for the office are laid down in 1 Tim. 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9. The call comes from the Holy Spirit and must be ratified by the church, and hands were to be laid on the called one by the other elders in good standing with the Lord (Acts. 14:23).
Peter calls upon the elders of the church to acquaint themselves with their primary duty which is to feed the flock with the word of God, making sure by overseeing what is taught that they are according to the gospel Jesus Christ preached, not under duress, or compelled to avoid the performance of their God given duties. They are to carryout their duties as elders of the church by their own self will, not for the sake of money or prestige, but for the love and care of the flock of God.

Elders of the church are to follow the examples of Jesus Christ the chief shepherd, who will reward them for their work at his coming. In John 10:11, Jesus calls himself the good shepherd; he is the “great shepherd” in Heb. 13:20; “Chief shepherd” in 1 Pet. 5:4. The good shepherd died for his sheep; the great shepherd conforms the sheep to his image, and the chief shepherd is coming again with his reward for the sheep. The good shepherd’s work is finished, the great shepherd’s work is present, and the chief shepherd’s work is future.
5:5. Peter now speaks to the younger members of the church, to submit themselves to the elders; to willfully cooperate with them, support and follow the leadership of the elders whom God had ordained to teach, guide and nurture them in the word of God. With no exemption, believers are to cooperate and support one another with humility, as God would always resist the proud, but will give grace to the humble members of His house. Believers are to humble themselves under the mighty hand of God’s if we are to be exalted by Him.
We often worry about our position and status, hoping we’ll get proper recognition for what we do. But Peter says humility solves most of life’s problems, and advises us to remember that God’s recognition counts more than human praises. Pride will always abase the believer, for God and pride are at odds. God’s grace will enable a believer to be humble, and he or she who is humble will be exalted sooner or later. The omnipotent God has the power and the will to put down the proud at his pleasure. Therefore no believer can lose anything by being humble.

Care, that is anxiety, is a great threat to peace of mind and constancy of Christian conduct. Anxiety is sin in the heart of the believer. It is forbidden by Jesus in Matt 6:25; Luke 12:22, 29, and John 6:27. Anxiety may be overcome by (1) putting our trust in God (Jer. 17:7; Dan. 3:15-16), (2) turning our cares over to the Lord (1 Pet. 5:22; Prov. 16:3; 1 Pet. 5:7), and (3) thanking God in advance of the answers to our petitions (Phil. 4:6).

5:8. Peter warns believers against all forms of anxiety over their needs and preservation as Satan is ever busy seeking to destroy the work of God. Carrying your worries, stress, and daily struggles by yourself shows that you have not trusted God fully with your life. It takes humility, however, to recognize that God cares. Believers are to resist Satan by being calm, vigilant (alert, watchful) and steadfast (immovable) in the holy faith at all times. The Believer should know that his or her situation is not an isolated case, but that what ever difficulties he or she experiences at any time in life may be going on in the lives of other believers in one way or another. If Satan did not exist and if he had no power to work harm and cause trouble for the people of God, this warning would have little or no meaning. Jesus calls Satan the prince of this world. And Paul said he is “the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now works in the children of disobedience” (Eph. 2:2). Thus we have the witness of Jesus, Peter, and Paul about the reality of Satan and the greatness of his power to cause you a great loss of faith in God when we are accustomed to being careful for nothing. Peter exhorts believers to remain strong and victorious as the Lord Jesus Christ had overcome Satan for us in his death and resurrection.
13-14. Silvanus also called Silas, the brother Paul mentioned in 1 Thess. 1:1. Peter, being at Babylon in Assyria, when he wrote this epistle to where he traveled, as the apostle of the circumcision, to visit that church, which was the chief of the dispersion, sends the salutation of that church to the other churches to whom he wrote, telling them that God had elected or chosen the Christians at Babylon out of the world, to be his church, and to partake of eternal salvation through Christ Jesus, together with them and all other faithful Christians, 1Pet. 1:2. In this salutation he particularly mentions Mark the evangelist, who was then with him, and who was his son in a spiritual sense, being begotten by him to Christianity. Peter gives testimony about Silas as a faithful brother by whom this letter written by Peter in Babylon was delivered to the church in Antioch. Peter wrote to assure believers that the doctrine of salvation he taught is the true account of the grace of God. Peter having learned how to stand firm in an evil world, since his denial of Jesus three times due to fear, now encourages other believers in Jesus Christ who are facing persecution for their faith to be strong. Those who stand for Jesus Christ will be persecuted, because the world is ruled by Jesus’ greatest enemy. But just as the small group of early believers stood against persecution, so we must be willing to stand for our faith with the patience, endurance, and courage that Peter exhibited. Therefore, he earnestly exhorts believers to stand fast in the grace of God.
bishop@hsapm.org
www.hsapm.org
Registered ® Holy Spirit Advantage Prophetic Ministries

PAGE  
2

