Sabbath Day Sermon of September 11, 2010
By Dr. Chika Flint

Apostolic Injunctions

2 John Chapter 1
vv. 1-3. In this letter John is the elder writing to the elect lady and her children. The lady is an elect, a saint of Jesus Christ because she had positioned herself to be elected by God, by opening her heart to the truth of the gospel and the love of Jesus Christ.
The elect lady was a person of eminent birth, education, and estate. Not all Christians were poor and uneducated, or are all Christians of our time poor and uneducated. John rejoiced in her influence, particularly on her children, who were walking in truth. This goes to confirm what Jesus Christ had said pertaining to what hinders the rich from entering into the Kingdom of Heaven (Mark. 10:17-30). The rich people are not forbidden from entering into the Kingdom of heaven, and neither is it the having of wealth that hinders them, but it is the trusting in their wealth and the fear of loosing it that hinders them from entering. In John’s letter, he noted something that is not always found amongst most wealthy and noble people, especially in their children. Apostle John says that her children had the truth and they walked in it. The Greek word for walking has given us the English word “peripatetic,” and we may apply it here to mean moving or traveling from place to place. Thus wherever these children went, they so lived that their faith could be seen by all.

vv. 4-6. John reiterates the truth that talk and walk go together. Love is to walk in the commandments of Jesus. When we obey his commandments we are walking in the truth.
John tells the beloved sister that his letter should not be seen as a new commandment, but that it is as the Lord Himself had commanded from the beginning; that to show that we love Him, we are to obey His commandment to love one another as He loves us (John 15:14). 

vv. 7-8. An early Gnostic heresy held that Jesus body was not real flesh and blood; it was a purely spiritual body. This heresy has been called Docetismc; unfortunately, this heresy is still being taught today in all the secret societies and in all false religions around the world; this false teaching is here denounced by John, who affirms that Jesus came in the flesh and was a real human being composed of flesh and blood. Therefore, whoever that will affirm this heresy that Jesus body was not real flesh and blood, cannot be of God, he or she is not of God and is not a regenerated believer in Jesus.

v. 9. John says, to cross this line is transgression, and does proof the person does not abide in the doctrine of Jesus Christ. Anyone who does not abide in the doctrine of Jesus Christ does not believe in God. If we abide in the doctrine of Jesus Christ, then we may say that we have both the Father and the Son.  To have eternal life is to have both the Father and the Son

v.10-12. Those who deny the faith in Jesus are destroyers of the soul. They are not to be welcomed into the home or the church; and no one should wish them Godspeed. A believer who accommodates them or wishes them well becomes a partaker of the wicked one’s deeds. Some might want to know if it will be alright not to isolate such a person(s). John says we should be careful in all things not to loose all that we have worked hard to gain in our fellowship with the Lord, by being friends or associates of such wicked people. 
. 

What are we to watch out for in our dealings with the people of the world? When unbelievers no longer feel uncomfortable around us, or when the world no longer see us as a threat to their way of sinful living, let the person who thinks he or she is standing firm in the truth and love of Jesus, be careful lest he or she falls (1 Cor. 10:12). 
Who then is wicked some might ask? John says that anyone who does not believe that Jesus came to this world in flesh and blood, he or she is wicked. We are to shun such people if we have really come to the knowledge of the truth and the love of Jesus. 
v.12. Some things are better said than written. John still could travel, so he hoped to see this sister shortly and speak at length with her.
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