Sabbath Sermon of July 24, 2010
By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

False Knowledge and False Teachers

2 Peter Chapter 2

Vs.1-8. In Matthew 24:11; Mark 13:22, Jesus had told his disciples that as one of the door signs, false teachers would come. Peter was an eye-witness and he heard the warning directly from Jesus Christ.  Peter here warns the church about the invasion of error as he saw them come true. Believers are assured false teachers will arise in the church. In the same way the false prophets had contradicted the true prophets of God in the Old Testament times, telling people only what they would like to hear, so false teachers twist Jesus Christ’s teachings and the words of the apostles. 
The apostle says that false teachers will teach damnable heresies and will do so under the cloak of Christianity or so-called truth. Today, as some did in Peter’s day, they claim Jesus couldn’t be God; others claim he couldn’t be a real man. Most of these false teachers today, completely deny The Lord Jesus who bought them, as do those who deny the deity of Jesus Christ. Many will follow false teachers’ destructive ways, who will exploit them for their own ends. For they will allow and will encourage all kinds of wrong and immoral acts, especially sex worship through sexual sin. But swift destruction is promised to false teachers and obviously, to those who embrace their erroneous doctrine. Believers are warned to avoid false teachers today. Any book, materials, messages on TV or over the internet, must be evaluated by God’s Word. Believers are to beware of special meanings or interpretations that deny Jesus Christ or His teaching. This is the more reason believers should be rooted in the word of God.
v. 3-9. Jesus said that by their fruit you shall know them. The fruit of a false teacher is the message that he or she delivers. A false teacher knows that the only way to make merchandise of people [more money] is by distorting the truth which of course would have otherwise been bitter to receive, so he or she distorts the truth and makes it more palatable by saying what people would like to hear. A false teacher will NEVER warn you of the dangers you face if you continue in sin. Because if he lets you find out the truth of where his or her falsehood leads, the money will stop flowing. So he would rather lure you deeper and deeper into a spiritual stupor, a 'sleep of death' and you will awake one day at the Judgment and hear those awful Words of Jesus Christ, "I NEVER knew you, depart from Me you who practice [iniquity] wrongdoing"(Matt. 7:23). On that day the God loves you in your sin gospel you heard and believed, will guarantee your quick trip of no return on the non-stop high-speed escalator down to hell at the Judgment. Peter exhorts all who have been misled, the false teachers included to better turn from their wicked ways while there is still time. There is time for repentance as long as one is alive, but after death, nothing can change a dead man’s fate. Of course, the doctrine of purgatory is ridiculously false and it is only taught and believed by false teachers and their followers in their fake churches.
Peter warns false teachers and all crooked minded people to think about this, if God punished sinning angels, the world of Noah’s day, the people of Sodom and Gomorrah, and allowed the people of Israel to be taken into Babylonian captivity because of their idolatry, who then can escape the wrath of God for his or her sins?  Peter encourages believers by assuring them that even as God rescued Lot, so He will sustain and rescue faithful believers, who live in the midst of a sinful world.  But the apostle tells us that no matter how successful and prosperous false teachers may be, and that for a time, yet their judgment is not delayed, because God has determined long ago how he will deal with them. Such unbelievers, who endeavor to turn others from the faith, are condemned already, and the wrath of God abides on them.

Vs.10-12. False teachers usually would scoff at the spiritual realities they did not understand, meddling with Satan’s power by joining Luciferian secret societies and thinking they had the ability to judge evil in their sins and idolatry. Many in our worlds today mock the supernatural while in their sins. They deny the reality of the spiritual world and claim that only what can be seen and felt is real. As in Peter’s day, false teachers and all high minded persons will find out at the end how wrong they were. We know that the good angels who stand before the presence of God have a zeal for his honor and do not hesitate to accuse wicked men and angels before God. They bring their charges to God, not to other created beings, and so should we. Angels do not bring their complaints with reviling and rage, and neither should we. God, as Judge, will judge all wickedness and pronounce true and final judgment upon all who disobey Him.  

Peter here warns believers, and arms us against seducers, by giving us an account of their character and how we might identify them and their conduct, which abundantly justifies God’s righteous decision in reserving them in an especial manner for the most severe and heavy doom, in the same way Cain was placed under special protection that he might be kept for uncommon vengeance [Gen.4:15]. One might asked, but why will God thus deal with these false teachers by preserving them? Peter replies that false teachers are reserved for the judgment day, because they walk after the flesh in their lust of uncleanness, and despise the authority of the Word of God and the government of His house; they follow the devices and desires of their own hearts, they give up themselves to the conduct of their own fleshly mind, refusing to make their reason yield to divine revelation, and to bring every thought to the obedience of Jesus Christ; they, in their lives, act directly contrary to God’s righteous precepts, and comply with the demands of corrupt nature. Evil opinions are often accompanied with evil practices; and those who are for propagating error are for improving in wickedness.

Vs.13-14. The “feast” Peter referred here, may have been part of the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. It was a full meal, ending with Communion. The false teachers, although they were sinning openly, took part in these meals with everyone else in the church. In one of the greatest of hypocritical acts; they attended a sacred feast designed to promote love and unity among believers, while at the same time they gossiped and slandered those who disagreed with their wrongful opinions. As Paul told the Corinthians, “Whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord” (1Cor. 11:27). Peter says that these false teachers are guilty of more than false teaching and evil pleasures; they are guilty of leading others away from God’s son, Jesus Christ.
Vs. 15-19. Balaamism is the way of compromise. Balaam used his God-given prophetic gift for personal advancement. He professed to be serving God, but he was advancing his own self-interest. This kind of person will experience divine condemnation sooner or later (Num. 22:5; Jude 11; Rev. 2:14).  Balaam was indeed restrained from actually cursing the children of Israel, but he had so strong a desire after the honors and riches that were promised him that he went as far as he could, and did his utmost to get away from under the restraint that God put upon him. In verse 17 Peter gives us a further description of seducing teachers, whom he says are like wells, or fountains, without water. But true ministers of God he says, should be as wells or fountains, where the people may find instruction, direction, and comfort; but False teachers have nothing of this to offer or impart to those who consult them: the word of truth is the water of life, which refreshes the souls that receive it; but these deceivers are set upon spreading and promoting error, and therefore are empty cisterns, because there is no truth in them. In vain then are all who are expectant of being fed and filled with knowledge and understanding by those who are themselves ignorant and empty.

Vs. 20-22. Peter is speaking of a person who has learned about Jesus Christ and how to be saved, and has even positively claimed to be a Christian, but then rejects the truth and returns to his or her sin; like a dog retuning to its vomit. He or she is worse off than before, because he or she has rejected the only way out of sin, the only way of salvation. Like a man or woman sinking in quicksand who refuses to grab the rope thrown to him or her, the person who turns away from Jesus Christ casts aside his or her only means of escape from the approaching judgment (Luke 11:24-26).
Hold down the control key and click to Listen to these false teachers speak:
http://www.standingthegap.org/Wolf%20page/site%20page/bob_george_and_shelly.mp3
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