Sabbath Day Sermon of July 31, 2010

The Coming of The Lord 

By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

2 Peter Chapter 3

Peter in this epistle writes in keeping with his promise to always remind Believers of the basics of the Christian belief by stirring up their minds, that they should not only be watchful but be mindful of the Word of God which was spoken to them by the holy prophets, and of the commandments of the apostles of the Lord our Savior Jesus Christ.
v. 3-5. Peter reminds believers as he had done on several occasions in his letters that in the last days there will be scoffers, those who would show contempt in derision or mockery to the Gospel message. These people who live as they please, not as God pleases. They own no master except themselves and are in law to themselves. They seek to deliver God’s people from what they think to be their foolish convictions and way of life. Thus the warning, be not unequally yoked together with unbelievers (2 Cor. 6:14-15). The believer is described as light while the unbeliever is described as darkness. Unless God dwells and walks in you, you can not be a child of God (2 Cor. 6:16-18). Because to them that have received Jesus has God given the power to be called children of God (John 1:12; Rom. 8:16; 9:8; 1 John 3:10; Luke 20:36).
Peter says that when Believers speak about the approaching judgment and the coming of The Lord Jesus Christ, these scoffers would reply with words like “where is the promise of his coming? The longer Jesus tarries, the more unbelievers raise their voices to disclaim His Second Coming. Surely, they say, we should see signs of that coming if indeed he were coming. The well know atheist Robert Ingersoll who spoke to several thousands of people, used to hold up his watch before the audience and challenge God: “if there is God, let him strike me dead in one minute.” When this did not happen he would offer this as evidence that there is no God. Unfortunately, like many scoffers of the gospel message today, Robert Ingersoll in his speeches to the audience gave the impression that he lacked the knowledge of the Scriptures, therefore was ignorant of God’s field of business. If he had not been ignorant of the Scriptures, he would have understood that God is not in the business of striking sinners dead, but that God is in the business of saving people from their sins; for the same reason He sent His only begotten Son Jesus Christ to pay for the sins of the world (Ezek. 18:4-29; John 3: 16, 18). Similarly, many say, in effect that if Jesus has not come yet, he is not coming. However, Peter speaks of the fact that a thousand years is as a day in the mind of God. Why then should finite minds think it strange that Jesus has not yet return? This again points to their lack of the knowledge of the Scriptures. If Jesus seems to tarry, it is because the church has not completed her assigned duty as expected of her by the Lord Jesus. Believers know what to do, if they want Jesus to return sooner. “Take the gospel to all nations of the earth for a witness unto all nations, and then shall the end come”, says The Lord Jesus (Matt. 24:14).
v. 6-9. Peter refers to the great deluge in which the world, except for the Noah’s family, perished. This happened by the Word of God. The same powerful Word that made the world can also destroy the world. And what happened in Noah’s day, will by the Word of God result in the purgation of the heavens and the earth at the end of the age. The time of that coming event is unknown to men, who must remember that a thousand years are as a day to God.

The good news for sinful men and women is that Jesus Christ has delayed his coming. And he delays because he continues to reach out to sinful men and women that they may repent, be converted, and have their sins blotted out. When he does come, the day of opportunity will be foreclosed and the gates of heaven shut. Until then there still is room for anyone who wants to be saved to get into the Kingdom of God.
v. 10-13. We find this phrase “the day of the Lord”, in Acts 2:20; 1 Cor. 5:5; 1 Thess. 5:2. It refers to Jesus Christ’s Second Advent. It reiterates what is found in the Old Testament prophets (Joel 2:1, Zech. 1:7, for example). Of this advent three things can be said: (1) Jesus Christ’s coming is certain, although the time is known to God alone (Mark 13:32); (2) Jesus Christ’s coming will be sudden, unexpected, and with no advance warning (1 Thess. 5:1-3); (3) it will be a day of solemn judgment (Acts 17:31). In this verse “the day of the Lord” is spoken of in relation to the passing away of the heavens and the dissolving of the elements with fire. This statement, when looked at in conjunction with other eschatological passages, has led some to think “the day of the Lord” constitutes a period of time with at least a thousand years between its beginning and its termination.
v. 14-18. Peter exhorts the people of God to live lives of purity and godliness while they wait for the Lord’s coming. Believers can wait because they have the promise of a new heavens and new earth where righteousness prevails and sin is banished. The hope is based on the promise of God alone, and He cannot lie.

Peter speaks highly of Paul the apostle. He calls him a brother, a beloved friend, a man who has wisdom and whose writings are difficult for some Jews to understand because what he says goes against the grain of what they have thought and entertained about certain critical matters. Paul indeed was maligned by the Jews, and by unstable and unlearned false teachers who twisted his words to their own destruction.
What greater advice can be given than for Believers to grow in grace and in the knowledge of Jesus Christ, who is both our Savior and Lord. To Him be glory now and for ever. “Praise God”!
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