Sabbath Sermon of October 2nd, 2010
By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

True Ministers of Gospel Encouraged to
Live By the Standards of the Gospel of Jesus Christ
3 John Chapter 1

The “Elder” John one of the twelve apostles of Jesus writes to Gaius whom he described as a man of faith, sincere in his belief and convictions in Jesus Christ, charitable which included concern for the poor, and a provider of hospitality to traveling evangelists. The brethren in his church testified to his goodness. He was a faithful servant of Jesus Christ. 

Why was Gaius well spoken of by all who knew him? Note. First, in the letter we read about his faith and convictions in the doctrine of the gospel of Jesus. Second, we read about his deeds of faith. In other words, it was his faith and convictions in the doctrine of Jesus that turned him into a charitable man of God, who had concern for the poor, and a provider of hospitality to traveling teachers and missionaries. We would not be reading about Gaius today if he had no faith and works in Jesus. Therefore we conclude that faith requires that we do something with it or it will be dead sooner (James 2:20, 22).
John inquires of Gaius’ physical and spiritual well being, and speaks well of him because of how he treated others which reflected on his true value which was really important to him. As believers we must not see people as objects or inconveniences, but as wonderful and unique creations of a loving God. According to John, hospitality was Gaius’ habit, and his reputation for friendship and generosity, especially to traveling teachers and missionaries was well known. For this reason John wrote him this letter to thank and encourage him in his work of faith in Jesus Christ.
Compared to Gaius, Diotrephes was a disaster. Apparently he was an officer and minister in the church who was proud and ambitious. He wanted to control the church. John denounces his lack of love for the brethren and his refusal to listen to other spiritual leaders, his bad example in refusing to welcome any Gospel teachers, and his attempt to excommunicate those who opposed his leadership. He had no use for the apostle’s authority and talked against him. He disfellowshipped people at will, and otherwise lacked the graces displayed by Gaius.
Unfortunately, through people like Diotrephes sins such as pride, jealousy, and slander entered the church and are still present in the church. When a leader makes a habit of encouraging sin and discouraging right actions, he must be stopped; if no one speaks up, great harm can come to the church or to the fellowship. The best way to get rid of sin in the church is to confront it as soon as it rears it head; if we try to avoid it, it will continue to grow. A true Christian leader is a servant, not a dictator. Believers are to shun all that is evil, but to follow what is good. Anyone who does good and righteous things is of God; but anyone who does evil and unrighteous things is not of God and will never see God, unless the person repents and forsakes his or her evil ways.
The third person mentioned by John is Demetrius. He was held in esteem by all good men. He was a firm believer in whom John had confidence. Therefore, he could recommend him highly and claim that his testimony was true and should therefore be trusted. John personified truth as a witness to Demetrius’ character and teaching. In other words, if truth itself could speak, it would speak on Demetrius’ behalf.
In 2nd John chapter 1 John emphasized the need to refuse access into our hearts and our homes to false teachers. Here John urges continued hospitality to those who teach the truth of the gospel of Jesus. Hospitality (reception or disposition) is a strong sign of support for people of God and their work. It means giving them of our means so their stay will be comfortable and their work and travel easier. Believers should always look for creative ways to show hospitality to God’s workers. It may be in the form of a letter of encouragement, a phone call, email or a package, financial support and open home, or prayer. Believers ought to show their love by inviting people for meals: fellow church members, young people, missionaries and those in need into our homes. If missionaries should neither ask for nor accept anything from unbelievers because they do not want anyone questioning their motives, it then becomes the duties of believers to carter for them in their work and travels. When we assist people who spread the word of God, we are actually one with them in the propagation of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
In this passage we find three different kinds of people: Gaius who is generously giving to others, Demetrius who loves the truth, and Diotrephes, who is (selfish) always looking out for himself. Believers ought to reflect Jesus’ values in their relationships, sharing with fellow believers and others and touching them with their love.
John stopped writing, since he expected to see these people in person shortly. He preferred that to pen and ink. He asked Gaius to greet the friends, which obviously excluded the enemies [antichrists] of the doctrine of the gospel of Jesus.
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