Sabbath Day Sermon of April 10, 2010

By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

Crossing the Red Sea Dryshod

Exodus Chapter 14

How many times have our enemies thought they’ve got us cornered? In this chapter that was exactly what the Egyptians had in mind, but God had a different plan for his people. In every situation like the one we have here God has always prevailed for his people and for His own glory.
In Exodus chapter 14, we read that God directed the campaign against Egypt. He ordered Israel along a route that would keep them from having to face the armies of Egypt. The cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night would move as God determined, assuming Israel’s safety. God hardened Pharaoh’s heart, who tracked down Israel until he and his army fell into God’s trap. God would be glorified in disposing of the enemies of His children.

In verses 3-4, God intimates Moses with the plan to entrap Pharaoh and his army who would definitely pursue after the children of Israel to stop the exodus.  The fortress towns Pihahiroth and Migdol against Baalzephon indicate that the Israelites crossed the waters to the north of the Red Sea. The waters were deep enough for the forces of Pharaoh to drown in when they attempted to follow and capture the Israelites. Here we learn that the Israelites were constant complainers; because the children of Israel on sighting the approaching Egyptian armies, due to fear quickly forgot the great work God did for their deliverance on the Passover night, and began attacking Moses for bringing them out of slavery. Their complaints sprang from their lack of faith in God’s delivering power. They preferred slavery to death. They lacked the eye of faith to see that there was a third alternative, life and freedom by God’s strong hand.  Moses had strong faith. He told the people not to fear, knowing that fear comes from lack of faith. And he boldly promised them that God would deliver them from the Egyptians forever.

In verses 4 through 9 we read that God hardened Pharaoh’s heart that he and his forces pursed against the children of Israel. What does this mean that God hardened Pharaoh’s heart? The Christian should know that when anyone has decided to hurt God’s children whom God has sanctified and declared righteous as the children of Israel had become during the Passover night, God would not normally try to stop the oppressor from what he or she has determined, rather The Lord’s action would be to protect his people from the harm that is planned against them, while the oppressor will eventually end up destroying himself. Pharaoh pursed after the children of Israel, but the children Israel according to the Scripture went out with a high hand. In other words, they went out under the protective hand and power of the Almighty God.

In situations like these in our lives, the Christian should know that The Lord will always get himself the honor due to him in the end if you the oppressed will diligently seek him in truth and in spirit. We cannot be on the same level with our oppressor and at the same expect God to deliver us. We must be separate and sanctified to God’s will, and then we would we be worthy to receive from The Lord. Again, we read that Moses had admonished the children of Israel to stand still and see the salvation of The Lord, but God does not want us standing still when we should be moving forward; sometimes faith in God require that we keep moving forward. Moving forward in The Lord keeps us ahead of our problems and away from the oppressor whose head is none other than Lucifer and his agents. 
The angel of God. This phrase confirms what is elsewhere certain—that the preincarnate Jesus Christ made appearance in the Old Testament.  In Judge 2:1; 6:12-16; and 13:3-22, the texts indicate that the angel in these cases was God himself. Sometimes this term designates Jesus Christ and sometimes an angel who helps the people of God (Heb. 1:14). The triune God—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.—are found at work again and again in the Old Testament. In the Red Sea story the Father and the Son are active.
In verse 19 we read that the angel of God in form of a cloud which led them moved from the front and went and positioned himself behind them, to protect them from the advancing Egyptian army. During the day it looked like a cloud and a pillar of fire at night. This pillar of fire gave light to the Israelites facilitating their crossing, while it was dark on the side of the Egyptians preventing them from advancing any further against the Israelites. How long did the crossing take, contrary to skeptics assertions that it was a stream that they had to cross not a sea? We read in verse 20-24 that it took them all night to get over to the other side of the Red Sea, which in later history became King Solomon’s sea port. It was in the morning after the pillar of fire had moved out of the way of the Egyptians did they realize that the children of Israel were almost gone for good far into the midst (half way) into the sea on dryshod (dry shoes) traveling all night with the water on their right hand and on their left hand, signifying their baptism by immersion.
Remember now, that God intends to get himself honor upon Pharaoh and his army, and for that to happen, the oppressor must be determined to proceed with his plan to harm the people of God. So as Pharaoh and his army pursued to stop the children of Israel from crossing over to the other side, we read in verse 24, that The Lord God started doing to the Egyptians what he does best on behalf of his children which is to frustrate our enemies. First the Egyptians thought they have cornered the Israelites, and then in the morning they found out they were almost gone, but not out of their rich they thought; then comes their destruction as God commanded Moses to stretch out his hand over the sea, and the waters returned upon the Egyptians, and the Israelites saw them again no more but their dead bodies at the sea shore as Moses had prophesied.
By being separate, sanctified and moving forward in the name of The Lord, then shall we see and experience the salvation of The Lord in our lives. The Israelites moved forward in the name of The Lord and were saved out of the hand of the Egyptians, and they saw the Egyptians dead on the sea shore. Because Israel moved forward and then were they able to see the great work The Lord had done upon the Egyptians. The children of Israel went into the midst of the waters in humility and purity, but Pharaoh and his army went into the midst of the waters in their pride and arrogance, and got drowned.
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