Sabbath Day Sermon of September 25, 2010
By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

The Feasts of The Lord and Christian Ethics
Exodus Chapter 23
In the first few verses of Exodus 23, we read of the ethical matters leading to the rules about the use of the Promised Land and the Feasts of the Lord. Earlier in Exodus chapter 22 we are given the rules governing offenses, property rights, capital crimes and various duties. God in these verses laid down the rules by which anyone who would partake of His feasts must stand. Paul had written that some who claimed to be Christians had died because they took the Communion “unworthily” (1 Cor. 11:27-30).
Exodus 23 begins with a warning about slander as sin which is sternly forbidden in the Scriptures. It includes such sins as whispering, backbiting, tale-bearing, defaming, bearing false witness, raising false reports, and to wrest judgment by twisting as to take by force (Prov. 6:16, 19; Eph. 4:31; James 4:11) The route to victory over slander is to walk in the Spirit so we can love our neighbors as we love ourselves.

Here and elsewhere the Scriptures deal with matters that fall under rubric of ethics. Ethics is “a discipline dealing with what is good and bad and with moral duty and obligation” Christian ethics is based upon the biblical teaching of what is right and wrong and what the Bible asserts to be the believer’s moral duty and obligation. Its basic presuppositions are twofold: Love God, and your neighbor as yourself. These basic commands are expanded on in the Scriptures and cover all aspects of the Christian life.
God having described what to avoid and where we must stand with regards to Christian ethics if we are to partake in His feasts, gives a command to those who take hold of His covenant: “three times thou shalt keep a feast unto me in the year” (23:14). In the Old Testament all adult male Israelites were required to attend three yearly feast celebrations at the tabernacles, but in Jesus all who have been saved are required to attend: the feast of unleavened bread (23:15), the feast of the harvest (23:16), and the feast of ingathering. These feast days are often known as the feasts of Passover, Pentecost (feasts of weeks, or feast of harvest, and Tabernacles or feast of shelters. In the fourteenth day of the first month of the Biblical calendar, around the first day of April, is the feast of unleavened bread. This feast must be distinguished from the Passover, although they are closely connected. The Passover is celebrated on the fourteenth day of the first Biblical month; the feast of unleavened bread begins on the fifteenth day and lasted for seven days. Thus they constitute a double celebration as did the Day of Atonement and the feasts of Tabernacle
Today is one of the eight days we are to celebrate the feast of ingathering (34:22), also known as the feast of Tabernacles which is one of the three national feasts for the people of God. The other two are Passover and Pentecost. The first day of the seventh month is the feast of the Trumpets, followed on the 10th day by the Day of Atonement. The feast of the Tabernacles begins on the 15th day of the seventh month and lasts for eight days and comes to an end on the harvest and vintage. All in Jesus Christ are required to attend the three national feasts of the Lord. The feast of Tabernacle is to be celebrated annually and should have been our nation’s Thanksgiving Day if we had been a Godly nation.
Some would tell you that God established the feast Days and His Sabbaths for only the Israelites to enjoy and observe. So we ask the question, who is an Israelite? Paul says an Israelite is the one in spirit, for flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of heaven (Rom. 2:28, 29; 1 Cor. 15: 50).  Isaiah clearly proclaims that God’s blessings are for all people even Gentiles and Eunuchs who keep The Lord’s Sabbaths, and choose to do the things that please Him, and take hold of His covenant. God will give them a place in His house and a name better than of sons and daughters. What ever your race, social position or financial situation, God promises everlasting life to all who will obey Him (Isa. 56:1-7) In Zechariah 14:16, we read that the Feast of Tabernacles will become a memorial feast and Thanksgiving Day for all nations. Each of us now has the choice to either wait to be forced to obey, or start now to obey the commandment of the Almighty God by keeping his appointed holy days.
Jesus celebrated the Feast of Tabernacles. In John 7:1-16 we read about Jesus’ being in the temple on the feast of Tabernacles in Jerusalem. At this state Jesus brothers did not believer in him. Jude was one of them, the one who wrote the epistle. If they had, they never would have said what we find recorded in John 7:3, 4. His brothers were related to him by bloodline, but not by “fatherline.” Grace does not run in the bloodline. Saved parents have unsaved children, and sometimes saved children have unsaved parents. Being born in a Christian family is a good sign, but it is no guarantee of salvation. Each of us has to make an individual decision. On the Day of Judgment everyone will have to deliver himself or herself by their own righteousness (Ezek. 14:12-20).
Jesus was an enigma to those who listen to him at the temple at the feast of Tabernacles in Jerusalem. The people knew he did not have the benefit of what we might call academies, colleges, or universities. He had received the Spirit without measure (John 3:34), so that he did not need to receive knowledge from man or by man. He had knowledge beyond what any human being ever had or would ever have. However, in Jesus that knowledge can be yours if you have faith as a grain of a mustard seed (Matt. 17:20; Luke 17:6).
The feast of Tabernacle, also called the Feast of ingathering, is a special celebration which involves the whole family. Like Passover, this feast teaches family members of all ages about God’s nature and what He is able to do for them, and it is a time of renewed commitment to our Father in haven. Believers also need feasts of celebration to renew our faith and to pass it on to our children.  The feast of Tabernacles is a type of the celebration the children of God will have at the coming of Jesus Christ, when He comes to ingather (assemble) his people (Matt. 9:37, 38; 13:30, 39; Rev. 14:15). 
Worship of God involves both celebration and confession for what He has done and for what he has promised to do for us if we behave ourselves and keep His commandments. The God of the Bible wants his children to rejoice at all times. God does not intend for our relationship with Him to be only meditation and introspection. He wants His children to celebrate. Of course, serious reflection and immediate confessions of sin and forsaking them is essential. And this has God purposed for us by giving us the feast days a time when we can come to know who God is and what he has done for his children.
The day of the feast of Tabernacle should remind us of a song in Psalms 78. This song should be a constant reminder to us as it was to Israel of their sins and of the consequences that always followed when the judgment of God fell on them. It records the fact that God was merciful and delivered his people again and again, for they did not learn from these experiences never to repeat their transgressions. Those who do not learn from past history repeat the mistakes of their forebears. This song, then, should be in the forefront of the thinking of God’s people today, lest they fall into the same trap as their spiritual ancestors.
When we teach “our children the knowledge of God, we repay our parents some of the debt we owe to them for teaching us God’s way.” Children are told not to follow in the footsteps of parents who are not devoted to the way of The Lord. Reason and experience teach such children the lesson that they should avoid the errors of their ancestors and not follow their example. Good tradition, not bad tradition, is to be accepted and followed.

The children of Ephraim turned back reminds us of the incident that occurred in Eli’s time in which the Philistines defeated the well-armed Ephraimites and captured the Ark (1Sam. 4: 20. The Ephraimites in whose region Shiloh was lacked a martial spirit due to their violation of God’s law and their covenant with Him (Ps. 78:9-11).
bishop@hsapm.org
Registered ® Holy Spirit Advantage Prophetic Ministries

PAGE  
3

