Sabbath Day Sermon of April 17, 2010
By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

General Admonitions

Hebrew Chapter 13

If God be our God, how then should we live? By demonstrating brotherly and sisterly love, giving hospitality, exuding sympathy, living purely and chastely, avoiding immorality and adultery.

In our prayers, we must remember those who are in bond; those who are bonded to the cause of the gospel, also those who are under oppression in so many atheistic and abominable societies because they keep the commandments of God. We are to remember in our prayers those who are buffeted every day for Jesus Christ’s sake. Remember those who suffer adversity for doing the righteousness of God. Remember those who are being slaughtered even as we speak, especially the babies that are being sacrificed in the abortion chamber of our country and in the nations of the world.
Paul here as in 1 Corinthians chapter 7 says that marriage between a man and a woman is honorable and holy as long as the couple’s bed is not defiled. In other words, as long as the couple respect their union and keep it holy. But should one or both in this union is an adulterer, then the union is defiled.  The act of defilement does not have to be practically committed in the couple’s bed room for the bed to be defiled. The bed is defiled the very moment one or both commit adultery. Whoremongers, most would think are those prostitutes who stand on the way side waiting for men and women of no honor to commit fornication and adultery. The truth to the matter is that there are so many people who do not stand on the wayside but are most qualified whoremongers. Included in whoremongering in our time are mostly young people: sons and daughters from supposedly nice homes; most would claim they are Christians and come from Christian homes. The Lord calls all these acts of sex-worship abomination. From previous sermons, we learned why Paul in all his letters to the Churches warns the Christian to flee from all sexual immoralities. Paul tells us that the act of fornication and adultery are the most common ways people initiate themselves into the worship of the devil. Because to whatever God says you can’t, the devil says of course, you can indulge yourself.
Covetousness must be avoided in our conversations; we must control our thoughts over wanting more material things; we are to be content with what we have and desist from talking big. The reason we can be content with little or nothing in this life is the promise of God. “I will never leave thee, nor forsake you,” saith The Lord, also see 1Tim 6:10-12 on money matters:  For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness. Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses.
Remember in your prayers those whom God has appointed to govern his house. There are God’s guides and governors. They minister the Word of God. These include those who have spoken to you the word of God; those who have guided your faith in the Lord, especially in your understanding of the word of God. Remember always what you have been taught by them. We are to pray for them, attend to their teaching, and follow it as they faithfully expound it.
Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. This scripture bears testimony to the immutability and eternity of Jesus Christ, who is God. More especially that in verse 7, Paul commands believers to submit to their leaders and to do so joyfully as long as they lead in the fear of God. This, of course, does not mean believers are to follow this injunction if their leaders are unfaithful to the Word of God. The scriptures are the best way to measure and or to determine if our leaders lead in the fear of God. 
In the same manner that the remains of the animals are used in sin offering and burnt outside the camp, whose blood are taken and put on the altar to sanctify the offender, so was Jesus Christ crucified outside the city, and by his death on the cross and resurrection have sanctified us to the Father. Let us therefore, do as he has done, by carrying our cross in witnessing the gospel to all who would listen to the message of salvation from God. Let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God in songs and praise with our lips giving thanks always to his name. 
One thing Christians must never stop to do, is to do good, and to communicate our faith to others, because that is one of the many ways we sacrifice ourselves as Jesus Christ did when we witness to others the salvation of God which has been delivered to us in the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Paul ends his letter to the Hebrews with a benediction. In this benediction God is called the God of peace, Jesus Christ is named the shepherd (see John 10) who was brought back from the dead, salvation is said to come through the blood of the everlasting covenant, and a prayer is offered for the perfection of the saints through the work of Jesus Christ. All glory be to the Savior our Lord Jesus Christ the Son of God.
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