Sabbath Sermon of January 23, 2010

Jesus Christ After The Rank of Melchizedek

By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

Hebrews Chapter 5.

The High Priest was called and ordained by God to enter the office and to offer sacrifices for himself and for all who believe. He was a sinner whose own transgressions were covered by the blood of bulls and goats first. Then he offered sacrifices for others. The fact that he had once been a sinner, he not only understood all the cunnings of a sinful heart, he can spot them where ever sin or evil intensions showed their face. He functioned as a mediator between God and man. Therefore, he was ready to rebuke, reprove and to have compassion at the same toward those who remain weak even after the gospel has been preached to them. This high priest, though mortal and sinful, prefigured Jesus Christ, the divine and sinless high priest whose own blood made atonement for the sins of men.

Christ is our high priest, not after the order of Aaron who gave in to the people’s demand in making the golden calf for a god, and worshipping it (Ex. 32:1-10). But Jesus Christ is priest after the order of Melchizedek, who preceded Aaron in the manner of Christ’s call and in the holiness of his person. He far surpassed Aaron who was the first high priest of God to offer sacrifices in the tent in the wilderness. At every point and in all connections Christ is superior (Gen. 14:8; Ps. 110:4).
If we are to compare the behavior of most Christians today in terms of what they want from God, we find that most who call themselves Christian are more or less like the giddy multitude in the wilderness. They were weary of waiting for the Promised Land (blessings of God). They thought themselves detained too long at Mount Sinai; though there they lay very safe and very easy, well fed and well taught, yet they were impatient to be going forward on their own account to catch the promise. They had a God that staid with them, and manifested his presence with them by the cloud; but this would not serve; they want the promise now!  They must have a god to go before them; they are for hastening to the land flowing with milk and honey, and cannot wait to take their self made religion along with them. The lesson to learn from this passage is that those that would anticipate God’s counsels are commonly precipitate in their own. We must first wait for God’s law before we catch at his promises (Matt. 6:33). He that believeth doth not make haste, not more haste than good speed (than necessary). They were weary of waiting for the return of Moses the exact same way most Christians today are weary of waiting for the materials things they want.
Those that are resolved to think ill, when they have ever so much reason to think well, commonly pretend that they know not what to think. Secondly, Misinterpretations of our Redeemer’s delays are the occasion of a great deal of wickedness. Our Lord Jesus has gone up into the mount of glory, where he is appearing in the presence of Gold for us, but out of our sight; the heavens must contain him, must conceal him, that we may live by faith. There he has been long; there he is yet. Hence unbelievers suggest that they know not what has become of him; and ask, where is the promise of his coming? (2 Pt. 3:4), as if, because he has not come yet, he would never come. The wicked servant emboldens himself in his impieties with this consideration, My Lord delays his coming. Thirdly, weariness in waiting betrays us to a great many temptations.

Learned he obedience by the things he suffered. Even though Jesus Christ was God’s Son, he learned obedience in his humanity by the things he endured. In his passive obedience he always did the Father’s will. Jesus Christ did not appoint himself to the office of the High Priest, rather God the Father appointed him to the office for ever. Jesus Christ as a man in tears had asked the Father if it was possible to remove the cup he must drink from, that would bring about our salvation, but realized that if we are to be saved, and then it was necessary for him to drink the cup before him.  Thus he did what the first Adam did not. He was tempted in all points as we are, yet he did not sin. He did all this in discharging his duty in the office of mediator, to which he had been appointed by covenant agreement with the Father.

Most believers, unfortunately, need to be taught and taught again, for they easily forget. Some are babies who need milk (i.e., to be spoken to in the plainest terms—precept upon precept, line upon line). These type of believers are slow to learn and my never come to the knowledge of the truth; unless they are spoken to in plain language. Some still drink milk due to worldly distractions and selfish ambitions. God provides the kind of food each believer needs. But we are not to remain babies forever. It is sin to be a baby when you should be an adult or a teacher in the word of God. God is never desperate because we are. All things have already been determined by Him; neither can God be persuaded by our desperations. 
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