Sabbath Day Sermon of January 30, 2010

The Christian is Warned against Apostasy

By Dr. Chika Flint

Hebrews Chapter 6

Those who claim to be Christian, but continue to be babies in Christ Jesus are warned to grow up into maturity. To do this they must remember the following six foundational principles: (1) repentance from dead works; (2) faith toward God; (3) doctrine of baptism, which constitutes the seal of the sign of the covenant; (4) the laying on of hands in connection; with the ordination of Bishops, pastors and ministers, something which should be done only once.; (5) the resurrection of the dead; (6) eternal judgment, which promises life to the righteous and separation from God to the unrighteous.

6:3-10. And this we will do, if God permits. Paul goes on to say that “the right resolution is very necessary in order to progress and proficiency in the Christian profession. That that resolution is right which is not only made in the sincerity of our hearts, but in a humble dependence upon God for strength, for assistance and righteousness, for acceptance, and for time and opportunity. That God’s fellow workers should not only teach people what to do, but go before them, and along with them, in the way of duty. 
The apostle shows that this spiritual growth is the surest way to prevent that dreadful sin of apostasy from the faith. He shows how far most people would go in the Christian profession, and, after all, fall away, and perish for ever: (1.) They may been enlightened or baptized and have understood of notional knowledge and may have a great deal of knowledge of the Christian doctrine, and yet come short of heaven. For example, Balaam was the man whose eyes were opened (Num. 24:3), and yet with his eyes opened he went down to utter darkness.  (2) Most people who would come forward and claim to have been saved, and may taste of the heavenly gift, feel something of the efficacy of the Holy Spirit in His operations upon their souls, causing them to taste something of the saving grace of Jesus Christ, and so but take a taste, and leave it. Persons may taste the gospel of Jesus Christ, and seem to like it, if they could have it upon easier terms than denying themselves, and taking up their cross, and following Christ. (3.) They may be made partakers of the Holy Ghost, that is, of His extraordinary and miraculous gifts; they may have cast out devils in the name of Christ, and done many other mighty works (Matt. 7:21-23). Such gifts in the Church are sometimes bestowed upon those who had no true saving grace, but were given the gifts by the mercy of God to encourage their growth in godliness.  (4.) They may taste of the good word of God; they may have some relish of gospel doctrines, may hear the word with pleasure, may remember much of it, and talk well of it, and yet never allowed themselves to be transformed into the form and mould of it, nor have it dwelling richly in them. (5.) They may have tasted of the powers of the kingdom of God to come; they may have been under strong impressions concerning heaven, and dread of going to hell. These lengths hypocrites may go, and, after all, turn apostates. But with the truly converted and justified believer, we have no proof of the final apostasy of true saints. These indeed may fall frequently and foully, but yet they will not totally nor finally from God; the purpose and the power of God, the purchase and the prayer of Christ, the promise of the gospel, the everlasting covenant that God has made with them, ordered in all things and sure, the indwelling of the Spirit, and the immortal seed of the word, these are their security. But the tree that has not these roots will not stand. The apostle describes the dreadful case of such as fall away after having gone so far in the profession as a believer. The greatness of the sin of apostasy. It is crucifying the Son of God afresh, and putting him to open shame; which brings to question the doctrine behind the Catholic Mass. If the Catechism is to be believed, it means that each time the Mass is performed, Christ's work on the cross is made present and the work of our redemption is carried out and Christ is put to open shame each time: "In this so called divine sacrifice which is celebrated in the Mass sometimes with an upside down cross, the same Christ who offered himself once in a bloody manner on the altar of the cross is contained and is offered in an unbloody manner." Catechism-Pg. 344, #1367.  But the Bible reveals that the work of redemption was a one time act which was completed when Jesus died on the cross: "...but now once in the end of the world hath he (Jesus) appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself." Hebrews 9:26. "By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all." Hebrews 10:10.  http://www.christusrex.org/www1/CDHN/euch1.html
This is the nature of apostasy. The great misery of apostates, Paul concludes, “It is impossible to renew them again unto repentance. It is extremely hazardous. Very few instances can be given of those who have gone so far and fallen away, and yet ever have been brought to true repentance, such a repentance as is indeed a renovation of the soul. Some have thought this is the sin against the Holy Ghost, but without ground. The sin here mentioned is plainly apostasy both from the truth and the ways of Christ.” God can renew them to repentance, but he seldom does it; and with men themselves it is impossible.  Their misery is exemplified by a proper similitude, taken from the ground that after much cultivation brings forth nothing but briers and thorns; and therefore is nigh unto cursing, and its end is to be burned in the lake of fire (Rev 20:15).

Let us ask the Reformers

Can a saved person lose his or her salvation? This is a question about which theologians have differed through the centuries. After the Reformation, Jacob Arminius, a Dutch theologian who opposed the teaching of John Calvin, said salvation can be lost. Yes! The Scriptures and we at the Holy Spirit Advantage Prophetic Ministries concur with Jacob Arminius. The Calvinists insisted on the security of the believer. We hold that verses 4 and 5 here mean the person if this person was truly born again has lost his salvation. This much seems clear, however: logically verse 4 implies that if salvation were to be lost, it would be impossible for that one to be born again, lose it, and them be born again. In other words, if a person seemed to have lost his salvation, after he has tasted of the heavenly gifts, and had partaken of the Holy Spirit, and tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the Kingdom of God to come; if this person falls away from faith it was because he never had it in the first place. Whatever view is taken about this state of an apostate prior to his apostasy, the outcome is virtually the same. Whoever openly and consciously rejects Jesus Christ is unregenerated even if he seemed to have been saved earlier. Anyone that is true to the Scriptures would say the person had lost his or her salvation; the Calvinists that he or she never had it. Either way the result is identical.
6:11-12. The full assurance of hope. Some have strong hope; others have weak hope. We all need the full assurance of the hope we have and must be careful to promote that hope through the grace of God. Hope is based on faith, and some who had this hope have now inherited what they hoped. Abraham inherited the promise through hope, patience and endurance. We are to follow their example. How lovely are those Christians whose faith and hope are strong, vital, and challenging! We are encouraged to lay hold of the hope set before us, which means it is available, if we do not seize it, we have no one to blame except ourselves.

6:17. God, unlike humans, does not change. He is immutable or unchangeable. From eternity to eternity this is so. It is the foundation on which the faith of all believers rests. Whatever God promises to do, he does. His promise is sufficient. But it is reinforced by the divine oath made by himself and to himself, and this is unbreachable. Jesus Christ is our advocate, and our only High Priest appointed and anointed by God our Father in heaven.
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