Sabbath Day Sermon of January 2, 2010

Christ’s Mechizedek Priesthood First

By Dr. Chika Flint

Hebrews Chapter 7

v.1-9. Apparently Melchizedek was a Canaanite king who reigned in Salem and who worshipped the true God. He therefore, was a Gentile (and there may have been many of whom we have no knowledge) in the kingdom of God. He was raised by God to be a type of Christ and was honored as such by Abraham. The expression “without father, without mother” means no more than that Melchizedek’s parentage has been kept hidden from us so he might typify Christ who had no human father according to the flesh and no mother according to his deity. 
The doctrine of the priestly office of Christ is so excellent in itself, and so essential a part of the Christian faith, that the apostle loves to dwell upon it. Nothing made the Jews so fond of the Levitical dispensation as the high esteem they had of their priesthood, and it was doubtless a sacred and most excellent institution; it was a very severe threatening denounced against the Jews (Hos. 3:4; Judg. 8:27; Gen. 31:19), that the children of Israel should abide many days (years) without a prince or priest, and without a sacrifice, and with an ephod, and without teraphim. Israel’s exile is symbolized in these verses. Now the apostle assures them that by receiving the Lord Jesus they would have a much better high priest, a priesthood of a higher order, and consequently a better dispensation or covenant, a better law and testament. This will be followed by a happy reformation of Israel  in the latter days. David their king. Christ was “the Greater David.”; this he shows in this chapter, where,  we have a more particular account of Mechizedek (v. 1-3). The superiority of his priesthood to that of Aaron (v. 4–10). An accommodation of all to Christ, to show the superior Excellency of his person, office, and covenant (v. 11 to the end).
v. 9-10.Abraham paid tithes to Melchizedek, and then he paid tithes to Jesus Christ who proceeds from Melchizedek. Abraham paid tithes to Melchizedek. Levi paid tithes to him in the loins of his father Abraham, from whom he descended. He who was to take tithes from the people of Israel paid tithes himself. So the one to whom he paid tithes was superior to himself. And Christ is superior to Melchizedek, to whom Abraham and Levi paid tithes.
v. 11-20. The priesthood being changed . .  a change also of the law; not the Ten Commandments. There was a change of the tribe of the priesthood as prescribed in Genesis 49:10, from Levi to Judah from whom came Jesus Christ, our high priest . Levi and the law went together. Jesus and the gospel go hand in hand. The Old Testament priesthood was weak, imperfect, and could not save. Christ’s priesthood is perfect, has power, and takes away sin. Gospel supersedes law. (Deut. 31:19-26)
The quotation from Psalm 110:4 comes from the lips of David. When he wrote this y the help of the Spirit, he would not have known that the author of Hebrews would appropriate it and claim it to be fulfilled in Jesus Christ, who came fro the seed of David but whose priesthood sprang from Melchizedek.

v. 21-24. The Lord swore and will not repent: informs us that the God of the covenant does that which is permanent and effective, not that which is temporary and provisional. The divine purpose will be fulfilled, men will be brought into fellowship with God, and their sins will be forgiven.

v.25. Is able to save them to the uttermost. Jesus is the only solution to the sin problem. By faith in him even the vilest sinner can be saved. Jesus Christ as opposed to Levi and all the high priests who succeeded him in that office, is precisely the high priest sinners need. The Old Testament priests were sinners; Christ is sinless. He was free from actual sin. He was undefiled and thus never contributed to the sins of others. He was separate from sinners, in that he was born without original sin. And he is made higher than the heavens, even above he angels, because of his personal holiness and dignity.
Jesus Christ the Son, is God and as such shares the divine attributes, which include the following: (1) holiness (7:26; John 8:46; 2 Cor. 5:21); (2) eternalness (Micah 5:2; John 1:1; 8+58; 17:5, 24; Col 1:17); (3) omnipotence (1:3; Rev. 1:8; Matt. 28:18); (4) omniscience (John 16:30; Matt. 9:4; John 6:64; John 2:24; 18:4; Col. 2:3); (5) immutability (1:11, 12; 13:8); (6) omnipresence (John 3:13; Matt. 28:20; 18:20; Eph. 1:23); (7) creative activity (col. 1:16, 17; John 1:3; 1 Cor. 8:6; Heb. 1:8, 10); (8) power to forgive sins (Mark 2:5, 7, 7, 10; Luke 24:47; John 1:29; Acts 110:43; 1 John 1:7); (9) the right to be worshipped—he did not hesitate to accept the worship of men (Matt. 8:2; Phil. 2:10).
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