Sabbath Day Sermon of February 20, 2010.
Christ’s Death Fulfilled the New Testament

By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

Hebrews Chapter 9

v. 1-3. In verse 10 of Hebrews chapter 8, we learned of the extraordinary provisions of the new covenant. God gave the law to the Israelites. He now puts his laws in the minds and in the hearts of those who believe in Christ Jesus. Believers have been given minds to remember, hearts to love, consciences to recognize, courage to profess, and the power to put all these things required of us into practice. He is our God and we are his people, and our sins are remembered against us no more.  In Exodus 25:9 we read how God commanded Moses to build the tabernacle. It was to be a removable tent because of the unsettled life of Israel (Sam. 7:6, 7). God appointed the Levites to be in charge of it (Num. 1:50; 18:2-4; Lev. 16:2; Num. 7:69). The candlestick provided light, for there were no windows in the tabernacle. It signifies God as light and Christ as the light of men, who are in darkness and need the light from God. The table and showbread were useless without the light. We come to Jesus Christ’s table by his light and eat of the provision he has made for us, his people in the light, we eat the bread of life.
v.4. The golden Censer. Here Paul is speaking proleptically (anticipatorily) about the altar of incense, for it was historically stationed in front of the veil. The incense used on the altar was made of frankincense, salt and equal parts of galbarium, stacte, and onycha. This comprised the holy incense, and was not to be used for non-worship purposes. The burning of the incense was to honor the Creator God, and represented prayer. In Rev. 5:8 and 8:3, the burning incense  is said to represent the prayers of the saints. Paul sees it now subsequent to Jesus Christ’s atonement (at which time the veil was rent in two); now the altar of incense stands before the altar since the veil is gone. Nothing separates the believer from the Holy of Holies to which he, as a priest of God, has access, the Ark of the Covenant, which was overlaid with pure gold, typifies Christ’s perfect obedience in which he fulfilled all righteousness. The golden pot contained manna, which when kept by men purified but which was miraculously preserved in the pot by God. Aaron’s rod typifies Christ our high priest, who died for our transgressions and rose for our justification.
v. 5-7. The Cherubims represent the angels of God who rejoice in the merits and the work of Jesus Christ. They chant his eternal praises. They overshadow the mercy seat, which was also covered by pure gold. The mercy seat (for propitiatory cover) is the perfect type of Jesus Christ and his righteousness that provides a covering and removal of all our sins.

v. 8-10. The Holy Spirit tells us that the Old Testament institutions were external, temporary arrangements imposed until the coming of Christ. We learn that the type leads to the antitype which exceeds the type in every way. The Old Testament priesthood was the type of which Christ is the antitype.

v. 11-21. Jesus Christ is our priest. The Israelite high priest ministered at the altar, a function he shared with other priests. But he alone entered into the Holy of Holies once a year with blood to make atonement for himself and for the sins of the people. Apart from Christ’s priestly work, there is not salvation. Hebrews says that Christ is our mediator, the one who stands between us and a holy God. By his death Christ, in a once-for-all act, made atonement for our sins. Believers can approach God boldly through the only valid priest, Jesus Christ.
v. 22-28. Today people in their religions seek every other way of salvation except that which God offers. No one can be saved apart from the shedding of blood. It does not matter whether the world like this method; they can do nothing but accept the way God decided to make salvation possible. Further, the work of Christ is far more important than the work of the Levitical priesthood. The priests offered the blood of animals; Christ offered his own blood. His is far more important work, because the blood of bulls and goats could not bring salvation. Only the blood of Christ could do that. The sins of the Old Testament saints were remitted by virtue of the fact that the offering of the blood of bulls and goats was a type looking forward (not back) to the blood of Christ shed on the cross. 
In the interview with Roger Morneau on the contract with satan, we learned first-hand the evil act of purposefully mixing evil with good, disguising evil to confuse and deceive the simple-minded, the needy and the broken-hearted.  We heard Roger relay what satan’s high priest said Lucifer had told him on how Christ will take his people and vacate the earth for Lucifer and his sinful and doomed followers to inherit for ever. Isn’t strange what Lucifer told his high priest for his members? First that Lucifer had acknowledged to him that everything in the universe rightfully belongs to Jesus Christ and that Jesus knew it. To add salt to the injury, that God will not destroy Lucifer because it will be against his good judgment as Almighty God. Think with me on this for a moment, does it make sense to you that Jesus Christ is going to abdicate everything including the earth for satan and his people to control and enjoy themselves. In other words, Jesus Christ will be rewarding Lucifer and his degenerates for their disobedience and for all the abominable lives they led. The Lord’ saying in Matt. 5:5; Ezek. 18; James 1:15 and in all Scriptures does refute and expose Lucifer’s lies. God has never abandoned the earth and will never do so. When Jesus ascended into heaven, it was not an act of abandonment, but it was for the Father to send the Holy Spirit (the true Vicar of Jesus Christ) to come (John 16:7-15).
However, as revealed in the Scriptures, hereunder is what is going to happen when Jesus returns: When Jesus Christ comes again many purposes in the plan of God will be consummated: (1) our salvation will be complete (Heb. 9:28; 1 Pet. 1:5); (2) he will reign in heaven and on earth as absolute sovereign (Rev. 11:15); (3) he will destroy the power and the reign of death (1 Cor. 15:25, 26); (4) he will be admired and praised by all the saints (2 Thess. 1:10); (5) every dark and hidden thing will be revealed (1 Cor. 4:5); (6) the final judgment of the living and the dead will take place (John 5:22; 2 Tim.4:1; Jude 15, Rev. 20:11-13); (7) the dead saints will rise first (1 Thess. 4:16) (8) the living saints will be caught up together with the risen dead saints in the clouds (1 Thess. 4:17); and (9) the man of sin (Lucifer or lawlessness and false prophets) will be destroyed in the lake of fire (2 Thess. 2:8; Rev. 20:1-15; (10) Then will the New Jerusalem come down from heaven with the saints (Rev. 21:1-5).  
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