Sabbath Day Sermon of May 8, 2010
CONTROLLING THE TONGUE

By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

James Chapter 3
James here reproves ambition, and an arrogant magisterial tongue; and shows the need and benefits of bridling it because of its power to do mischief. Believers ought especially to govern their tongues. True wisdom which begins with the fear of God ought to make believers meek, and avoiders of strife and envy: and hereby it may easily be distinguished from a wisdom that is earthly and hypocritical.

In James chapter 2 we learned how unprofitable and dead faith is without works. It is plainly intimated by what this chapter first goes upon that such a faith is, however, apt to make men conceited and magisterial in their tempers and their talk. Those who set up faith in the manner James describes in chapter 2, are most apt to run into those sins of the tongue which James condemns in this chapter. And indeed the best need to be cautioned against a dictating, censorious, mischievous use of our tongues. We are therefore taught, not to use our tongues so as to torture others. My brethren, be not many masters, etc. These words do not forbid doing what we are called to do as believers, to direct and instruct others in the way of their duty to God or to reprove them in a Christian way for what they are doing wrong; but we must not affect to speak and act as those who are continually assuming to know everything, we must not prescribe or impose upon one another, so as to make our own sentiments the standard by which to try all others outside the word of God, because God gives various gifts to men, and expects from each according to that measure of grace which he gives. 
"Therefore by not many masters;’’ “we must not allow ourselves to be perceived as imposers, and judges, but rather we are to speak with the humility and spirit of learners in the word of God;  not censuring one another, as if all must be brought to our standards.’’ The Word of God should be the standard for measuring everything among the brethren.  But those who would position themselves as judges and censurers outside the word of God shall receive the greater condemnation. The way we judge others will but make our own judgment the more strict and severe, Mt. 7:1, 2, if we judge not according to the commandment of God.  Another reason given against such acting the master is because it might place us in a position of being wrong in our judgment of others, especially when we are quick to jump into conclusions: In many things we offend all.  Were we to think more of our own mistakes and offenses, we would be less apt to judge other people. While we are severe against what we count offensive in others, we do not consider how much there is in us which is justly offensive to them. Self-justifiers could be said to be self-deceivers. Let us learn to be severe in judging ourselves, but kind in our judgments of our brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ.
James says that the tongue is one of the smallest parts of the body, and yet it sets more fire between people than anything else. The tongue when not bridled is like a wildfire, and breeds a world of iniquity among believers; it defiles the whole body, and sets on fire everything around it more than the hell fire. 
James tells us that all the animals, fish, and birds can be tamed but not the tongue—unless there is supernatural grace and the help of the Almighty. God tamed a great fish, which swallowed Jonah and ejected him according to the will of God. The lions in the den into which Daniel was cast had their mouths closed by God. And God tamed ravens to feed Elijah the prophet. Bits are placed over the mouth of horses to make them obey us, and we use it to control their whole body. James gives another example using ships to illustrate how easily they are controlled by one of its smallest parts, the helm (propeller). But the tongue is one thing that cannot be tamed: it does a great evil among people with its deadly poison; that is the more reason believers must watch themselves when it comes to the use of the tongue.
The use of the same tongue to praise and glorify God, and then use it to curse men, slander them, and revile them is contradictory. A fountain cannot give both sweet and bitter water nor can a fig tree produce olives. Instead, let the tongue be used to glorify God and for elevating our brothers and sisters in the Lord, than for causing destruction among the brethren.
A wise person that is blessed with knowledge would show it through good conversation and in his or her works with meekness of wisdom. But persons that are filled with bitterness, hate, envy and strife in their hearts, do not have peace. Their bitterness and anguish are noticeable to others in their conversations, in everything they do and even when they are lying about it.

There are two kinds of wisdom. One comes from above and the other from below (i.e., from the devil). One can tell what kind of love he or she has by the fruit of the heart. Where you find envy and strife, there must be confusion and every evil work. But the wisdom from above is pure, peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated (easily persuaded to forgive), full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy.

Believers are apt enough to be angry, God knows: but it must be within the restriction, and sin not. "If you have a just occasion to be angry at any time, see that it be without sin; and therefore take heed of excess in your anger.’’ One great and common sin in anger is to suffer it to burn into strong vengeful anger or indignation, or by turning the tongue loose, and then to let it rest; and therefore we are here cautioned against that. "If you have been provoked and have had your spirits greatly discomposed, and if you have bitterly resented any affront that has been offered, before night calm and quiet your spirits, be reconciled to the offender, and let all be well again: Let not the sun go down upon your anger. If it burn into indignation towards the offender and bitterness of spirit, please see to it that you suppress it quickly.’’ Although anger in itself is not sinful, yet there is the utmost danger of it’s becoming so if it be not carefully watched and quickly suppressed before sun down. Finally, though a wise man or woman may have experience anger, it rests only in the heart of fools. Neither give place to the devil.  Those who persevere in sinful anger and in retribution let the devil into their hearts, and suffer him to gain upon them, till he brings them to malice, mischievous machinations, etc., (Ephesians 4;26-27).
The tongue when used in a righteousness manner is like sowing a seed which produces the fruit of peace amongst brethren. Again, if a person offends not in words, the same is a perfect man or woman, and able also to bridle the whole body. It is here implied that a person whose conscience is affected by tongue-sins, and who takes care to avoid them, is an upright man or woman, and has an undoubted sign of true grace. But, on the other hand, if a person claims to be a Christian (as James declared in the first chapter verse 26) and bridles not his tongue, whatever profession he makes, that person’s belief is vain. Further, he or she that offends not in word will not only prove himself or herself a sincere Christian, but a very much advanced and perfect Christian. For the wisdom and grace which enabled a person to control his or her tongue will enable this person also to control all his or her actions.
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