Sabbath Sermon of May 15, 2010
Pride, Greed, and Slander

By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

James Chapter 4

There is no doubt that all sins have their origin in covetousness. For example, Satan coveted the power of the Creator. Virtually all wars begin by one nation’s coveting what another nation possesses. Judas Iscariot coveted money; as keeper of the common purse; he stole what was not his. The corruption found among people in public life is most frequently caused by the same sin. In today’s world affairs, John Perkins in his book “The Economic Hitman” confirms it that covetousness is the reason powerful nations corrupt, invade and kill leaders and people of others nations for their mineral wealth. 

A note to Exodus 23:1-3: “Thou shalt not raise a false report: put not thine hand with the wicked to be an unrighteous witness. Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil; neither shalt thou speak in a cause to decline after many to wrest judgment: Neither shalt thou countenance a poor man in his cause,” (Ex. 23:1-3).

Here James says there is no doubt in his mind that the war and fighting among brethren in the church, and among all people in our society is due to covetousness and lusts. He continued to say that lust is the reason most people have nothing, and it is also the reason most people kill others, because they desire to have more and more, and yet they cannot obtain enough of what they desire. James says that the only reason most of God’s children in the Jerusalem church and elsewhere have continued to fight, and have not received what they ask for, is because they ask amiss (in a faulty way), they ask to consume in their lust; they ask for things they do not actually need.
A warning for all those depraved minds who prefer indulging themselves in sex worship by taking other people’s wives or husbands to bed, James warns that these people ought to know that their friendship with the world system and all that is in it, is enmity with God. If believer desire to be a friend of the worldly people, then he or she is certainly an enemy of God. The Scripture warns believers against allowing our Spirit to lust or to envy other people for their possessions. “What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?” (1 Cor. 6:19).  “And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? For ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. (2 Cor. 6:16).” Again, we see here that Adultery and fornication is worship and friendship with the worldly system, to which God says it is deadly sin and brings death (James 1:15)
Believers should draw near to God, as our Father in heaven who loves us will draw near to us. All who have gone astray in any form must repent of their sins and forsake them. Believers are to always have clear and righteous thoughts, and should desist from doubting (flip flopping) when it comes to trusting God to perform what he has promised. Believers are to put on the whole amour of God that they may be able to stand against the wiles (jolts) of the devil.
If we are to be lifted up in everything we put our hands to do, we must humble ourselves in the sight of The Lord. Believers ought not to speak evil of one another. When we speak evil against our brother or sister in Jesus Christ, we would be posing as judges; rather we should do what the law says to love one another as He The Lord Jesus has loved us. For God is the lawgiver, He only is able to judge righteously to save and or to destroy. Brethren should not be judging one another in an unrighteous manner (John 15:12, 17).
God is the one that gives the grace, and believers should know that God will always resist the proud, and will give grace and blessings to the humble. Believers must resist the suggestions of the devil at all cost, but to submit themselves to God through His word, and then will the devil run from them and leave them alone. 
Those who are confident that everything they planned is going to work out the way they have planned it, especially those who believe it is incumbent upon them to go get what they want in life, James says to think again, because they will never know what tomorrow shall bring. James continues by asking people who have this mindset the question, “What control do you have over the vapor of your life is made of? Do you know your life could disappear in seconds? Haven’t you heard about the saying, “that life is too short?” Life is too short because it could vanish from you in seconds. Believers should make all of their plans provisionally because no one knows what tomorrow will bring. What we plan to do is always contingent on the acts of God which are unknown to us, for he has a design that we know only when it takes place.
It should not be the character of a believer to boast, because all carnal boastings is evil in the sight of God (Isa. 47:7-11). Finally, James says that the believer who knows to do good deeds, but chooses not to do them, to him or her is sinful.
bishop@hsapm.org
www.hsapm.org
Registered ® Holy Spirit Advantage Prophetic Ministries, Inc.

PAGE  
2

