Sabbath Day Sermon of May 22, 2010
The Confidence of the Saints – In the Doom of Oppressors

By Dr. Chika Flint
James Chapter 5

We have come to the end of the letters of James which opens with the statement “James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ” This immediately establishes the author as James the son of Joseph and Mary and thus the half-brother of Jesus. He was converted after the resurrection of the Lord Jesus and as an Elder became the leader of the church in Jerusalem. He was among those who waited for the coming of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost (Acts 1:14).

In this chapter James does not call those to whom he addresses himself as brethren. They are unbelieving Jews. He accuses them of covetousness and oppression. He warns them that they face miseries, for their riches will rot, their gold and silver will rust, and they shall be eaten up as by fire. This is the end for the wicked, unregenerate Jews who spurn the grace of God but have heaped treasures together for themselves of the last days. The poor among the Jews received the gospel, and many of them believed; but the generality of the rich rejected Christianity, and were hardened in their unbelief and hated and persecuted those who believed on Jesus Christ.  Here James describes almost the same evil and fraudulent wage system we experience today. For example, the constitution of the United States state that congress does not have the power to tax labor, but the same system that James describes seemed to have been set up in the tax codes to keep back some of the people’s wages as tax withheld. We all have noticed that you never get back all that was withheld from your paycheck in your tax refund; neither do you receive any interest on the amount withheld. The bankers and the employers are allowed to invest the money withheld from our paychecks and collect interest, but they pay no interest to the employee. 
James now warns the unrepentant and slothful Jews who live on earth in pleasure, that the cry of the masses they have reaped off and all the innocent and the just they have condemned and killed, have reached the ears of the Lord God Almighty. Doesn’t this sound like what is going on today in our world, where the rich and the wealthy are constantly plotting on how to exploit and reap off the poor, and have set up laws to condemn and kill the innocent; this they continue to do even when none resists them? 
The “just” are the defenseless people, probably poor laborers. The poor who struggle day after day working and sweating for the rich and yet could not pay their debts, but were threatened by debt collectors and many thrown in prison or forced to sell all their possessions, and at times, even sell their family members into slavery. With no opportunity to work off their debts, poor people often died of starvation. God called this murder. Hoarding money, exploiting employees, and living self-indulgently will not escape God’s notice and judgment. 
James admonishes the believing Jews encouraging them to be patient. The Lord is coming and the Judge is standing at the door. They should follow the pattern of Job, who suffered the loss of children, wealth, and health. But he triumphed in the end. So will believers who are steadfast in the faith. Believers are on no account should grudge against one another if they are not to be condemned with the world at the appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ. Regarding our suffering in this world, the prophets who were before us should be our examples who spoke in the name of The Lord even in their suffering and affliction, and were patience to the end. Those who shall endure till the end shall be happy, for our Lord God is pitiful, and of tender mercy.
In telling the truth, just like Jesus told his disciples in Matt.5:33-37, James says believers are not to swear at all, but our yes should be yes, and our no should be no. Believers are not to partake in taking of oaths if we are not to be condemned with the world when our Lord Jesus Christ returns.
Historical evidence confirms the fact that God does heal people miraculously. Here, James speaks about prayer offered in faith. God gives some the gift of faith to believe for healing. Some have said that this is not promised to all, but we are yet to find it in the Scriptures where Jesus said that this gift is not for everyone.  In addition to this, there is the grace of faith, which has to do with specific promises God makes and which can always be claimed by the believer. When the gift of faith has not been given, the believer can and should pray for healing (even as he or she employs medical means, which God may allow for healing) and include the proviso, “if it be thy will” Paul prayed earnestly for healing, which God denied him for a special reason. It was not the will of God for him in that instance (2 Cor. 12:7-19). 
Confessing sins to one another is a hazardous practice if those to whom we make the confession are not fully transformed as true brethren, and therefore, cannot keep things confidential but are gossips. However, the Scripture tells us that Jesus is our counselor and advocate and to him we make all confessions. The sins we may confess to one another are the wrongs we may have done to them, and by asking for their forgiveness. Sometimes we make confessions to relieve ourselves of the sense of guilt, yet we place the burden of that guilt on the one to whom we confess. Great care needs to be exercised as to when we do it and how we do it. However, properly used, the admonition is valuable and has good spiritual potential.
The example of Elijah and the answer to his prayer is given by way of encouragement to us—that our prayers can have equal power and bring about good results for us, for those we pray about, and for the nation in which we live. Nothing lies beyond the power of God to change, and prayer is the divinely ordained method to make God’s power available to us concerning any and all things about which we have a godly concern. 
James is not talking about someone who has ceased to be a believer and those who have rejected the gospel message witnessed to them. Rather it refers to the believer who has slipped into error in his or her daily life or in the practice of his faith. Believers should be concerned about the condition of a backslidden brother or sister to pray for them. All believers are their brothers’ keepers, and believer’s soul “out of death,” as the Greek has it.  

But for someone who has refused or has rejected the gospel of Jesus Christ witnessed to him or her, seeing he or she is already condemned, we are to pray for them that they may first receive Jesus Christ into their live and be transformed (Rom. 1:18-32). 
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