Sabbath Sermon of October 9, 2010

By Dr. Chika Flint

Warning Against False Teachers

Jude Chapter 1

Jude chooses to name himself as the brother of James, who was the half brother of Jesus whom with his other siblings came to know Jesus Christ subsequent to his resurrection. Thus Jude was also a half brother of the Lord after the flesh (Mark 6:3; Matt. 13:55; Acts 1:14). But he does not press his family claim; instead he identifies himself as a servant of Jesus Christ—as must all who have been redeemed through the blood of Jesus Christ sanctified . . . and preserved. Whoever perishes because of his or her sins must bear the blame. But whoever is sanctified and preserved must ascribe all of this to God and his grace. Sanctification is not the work of the believer. It belongs to God and his grace.
Error is dangerous, and this error Jude speaks of comes into the Church through unrighteous people who creep in among the brethren pretending to be saved or wanting to be saved while they work, sometimes with evil people on the outside to undermine the activities of the congregation and ministry of Jesus Christ. Jude says that people who do these things are already condemned to spend eternity in the lake of fire, unless they repent and forsake their evil ways. Jude says that those who have the common faith in the doctrine of Jesus Christ must contend for it earnestly. He emphasizes the important relationship between correct doctrine and true faith. The truth of the Bible must not be compromised because it gives us the real facts about Jesus and salvation. The Bible is inspired by God and should never be twisted or manipulated like the false teachers who twist the Bible’s teachings to justify their own opinions. When the Word of God is twisted or manipulated it becomes confusing to us over right and wrong and loose sight of the only path that leads to eternal life.
These people in error who creep into churches can easily be rooted out if only the Holy Spirit is allowed to play his role in the Church. Unfortunately, most conventional churches have limited the involvement of the Holy Spirit in their affairs. Although scolding is not always the best way to defend truth, but sometimes it is needed to drive the message down into the heart of the ungodly. “Ungodly people raise scruples, start questions, cause divisions, widen breaches, merely to advance and promote their own selfish, ambitions, in their attempt to discourage young and less experienced Christians, to their covetous ends. This has been the plague of the church in all past ages, and . . . no age is, or will be, wholly free from such people and practices as long as Jesus tarries.”
Jude does not say that his readers were ignorant of the activities of these people who do not believe in the doctrine of the Lord Jesus who creep into the churches, who mix good with evil in their teachings, but that he was writing to encourage the believers not to lay down their guards so that no one deceives them. These false teachers taught that Christians could do whatever they like without fear of God’s punishment. They had light view of God’s holiness and His justice. Paul also refutes this same kind of false teaching in Rom. 6:1-23). Jude reminds believers of what happened to those before them who had believed but could not endure till the end; how they all died off in the wilderness for their unbelief (Heb. 3:12, 19; 4:6, 11).
v. 6. The angels referred to here were obviously sinless and unfallen at one time. They “abandoned their original rank and left their proper home.” They were expelled from heaven with their master Lucifer, consigned to “hell and chains of darkness” (2 Pet. 2:4) where they await the last judgment and their final punishment. They will be cast into the lake of fire with their leader, Satan (Matt. 25:41; Rev. 20:7-15). God by his foreknowledge created the lake of fire for would be fallen angels, but anyone who would follow the way of Lucifer: as in Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them gave themselves over to fornication and homosexuality which of course is Lucifer worship, and all those who would not forsake their sinful ways and accept the doctrine of Jesus Christ for their sins to be washed away, will be cast into the lake of fire. 
The dispute over the body of Moses is mentioned here to show how the devil is constantly levying accusations against people of God. According to some of the early Church leaders, Satan tried to claim the body of Moses for two reasons (1) that he, Satan was the lord of matter, to which the angel replied that God is Lord of all, since he created matter; (2) that Moses was a murderer and that he had at some other times done what God told him not to do, therefore his body belonged to Satan; at which accusation the angel said,” “The Lord rebuke thee,” and Satan fled (Zech. 3:2).

Here Jude speaks about the error or the “way of Balaam” pertains to the desire and greed for money. These false teachers are not only greedy for materials things, but have gone in the way of Cain: they have become rebellious, disobedient and murderers as they continue to lead masses to their dead with their false doctrines of “saved always save” even in their filth. 
v. 14. The phrase translated seventh from Adam, i.e., seven generations after Adam. Enoch also prophesied of these saying “Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints to execute judgment upon all, and to destroy all the ungodly; and to convict all flesh of all the works of their ungodliness which they have ungodly committed, and of all the hard things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.” Some today have said there will be no rapture, and they are so certain in the way they say it as if God needs their permission to do what he wants to do. If there will be no rapture, who would The Lord and his saints be coming to meet in the air? We know God does not destroy the righteous with the wicked. Enoch prophesied that it is “to execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him.”  Paul says that all those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, are called to be saints, with all that is in every place who call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. (1 Cor. 1:2). Paul continues by saying that “then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with The Lord” (1Thess 4:17). This sounds like rapture to me, whether it happens now before or after the tribulation, there is still going to be a rapture of the saints of Jesus.
Praying in the Holy Ghost. We do this when we submit ourselves to the guidance and the teaching of the Holy Spirit. Faith, fervency, and importunity constitute the right spirit for prayer. Whenever we truly pray in the Holy Spirit, great results ill come. Praying in the Holy Spirit should not be confused with the false teachings of “slain in the spirit.” This false doctrine of slain in the spirit is found and practiced in places where the false religion of Chakra and Kundalini are taught. It is not the work of the Holy Spirit described in the Scriptures. The Scripture says to test the spirit if they are of God, and the Word of God must be used to test all things for righteousness.
Believers should know that God who loved us first, is willing and able to keep His people from falling into false teachings and false religions. And of those given to Jesus by the Father, none shall be lost (John 6:39). Our faults may fill us with fears, but our Redeemer has undertaken to present us faultless if we keep His commandments, and we shall be so presented if we would only believe and trust Him in every way. 
Jude concludes with this apostolic benediction: “Our God and Savior is wise, faithful and merciful, all glory and majesty, dominion and power belong to Him.” Praise be to the name of The Lord. 
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