Sabbath Day Sermon of June 5, 2010

The Parable of the Sower
By Dr. Chika Flint

Mark Chapter 4

Jesus taught the people by telling parables, short stories that use familiar scenes to explain spiritual truths. This method of teaching compels the listener to think. It conceals the truth from those who are too stubborn or prejudiced to hear what is being taught.

As the seed sower goes out to sow, we see four kinds of people emerge; we find these four kinds of people whenever and where ever the gospel is presented. The elements in each of the parable are the same—the seed, the sower, and the soil. However, it is always the same seed and the same sower. Only the soil is different. This means that four kinds of people hear the good news, but only one of the four responds in such a way as to produce acceptable fruit.

Jesus in his parable describes them saying, that as the farmer walked across the field he threw handfuls of seed onto the ground from a large bag slung across his shoulders. The plants did not grow in neat rows as with today’s machine planting. No matter how skillful, no farmer could keep some of his seed from falling by the wayside, from scattering among rocks and thorns, or from being carried off by the wind. So the farmer would throw the seed liberally, and enough would fall on good ground to ensure the harvest.
We hear with our ears, but there is a deeper kind of listening with the mind and heart that is necessary in order to gain spiritual understanding from Jesus’ words. Of these four kinds of people, we have some people in the crowd who were looking for evidence to use against Jesus; others truly wanted to learn and grow. Jesus words were for the honest seekers, as we read in verse 10, that they stayed behind to find out the truth of the parable from Jesus Christ, while the rest of the crowed went home.

4: 11, 12. This verse clearly says that Jesus used illustrations or parables for the purpose of hiding the truth, not to reveal it. The words of Jesus summarize what Isaiah said in 6:9, 10 as it relates to Israel’s rejection of Isaiah’s message. At that time, Israel’s unwillingness to repent and accept God’s forgiveness was the result of its rejection of the Word of God meditated through Isaiah. This pattern was being duplicated in Christ’s ministry when the Jews rejected his teaching, as the account in Matt. 13:13-15 makes clear.
Some people do not understand God’s truth because they are not willing to change their way of life. God reveals truth to people who will act on it and make it evident in their lives (John 6:65). When you talk with people about God, most of the time they will not understand if they are not yet willing to change. We are to be patient, taking every chance to tell them more of the truth about God and praying that the Holy Spirit will open their minds and hearts to receive the truth and act on it.

The four soils represent four different kinds of people and the four different ways they would probably respond to God’s Word. Usually we think that Jesus was talking only about four different kinds of people. But he may also have been talking about (1) different times or phases in persons’ life, or (2) how we willingly receive God’s message in some areas of our lives and resist it in others. For example, you may be open to God about your future and all this things you would like to have, but closed concerning your willingness to risk everything for the sake of the gospel of Jesus Christ. You may respond like good soil to God’s demands for worship, but like rocky soil to his demand to help those in need. We must strive to be like good soil in every area of our lives at all times. The central teaching of his illustration is the law of growth. After planting, the seed may not spout for some time. The kingdom of God is like that. Beginning small in Jerusalem, it now extends around the whole earth. God alone knows how to bring forth an abundant harvest from the gospel seed. He has faithful followers in every part of the world, and your faith, no matter how small, can join with that of others to accomplish great things.

Jesus adapted his methods to his audience’s ability and desire to understand. He didn’t speak in parables to confuse people, but to challenge sincere seekers to discover the meaning of his words. Much of Jesus’ teaching was against hypocrisy and impure motives—characteristics of the religious leaders. Those who listen carefully to Jesus knew what he was talking about.

Worldly cares, illusory riches, and the desire for things plagued first-century disciples as they do to most Christians today. How easy it is for our daily routines to become overcrowded. A life packed with materialistic pursuits deafens us to God’s Word. As a believer you aught to stay free from these materialistic desires so you can hear God when He speaks to you.

If the lamp does not help people see, it is useless. Does your life show other people how to find God and how to live for Him? If not, ask what “bushels” have shut out your light. Complacency, resentment, stubbornness of heart, or disobedience could keep God’s light from shinning through you to others. In other words, if you have been transformed and have received the Holy Spirit, what could be responsible for the lack of growth in your spiritual life? Paul warns believers against tempting God and murmuring (1 Cor. 10: 10-13).
The light of Jesus is revealed to us, not hidden. But we may not be able to see or to use all of that truth right now. Only as we put God’s teachings into practice will we understand and see more of the truth. The truth is clear but our ability to understand could be lacking and or imperfect. But as we obey, we will sharpen our vision and increase our understanding (James 1:22-25).

This parable about the kingdom of God reveals that spiritual growth is a continual, gradual process that is finally consummated in a harvest of spiritual maturity. We can understand the process of spiritual growth by comparing it to the slow but certain growth of a plant. For this growth to continue in the life of a Christian, total transformation must be attained by putting away pride and arrogance in our daily living and in the way we respond to the Word of God. 
The Sea of Galilee today is about 680 feet below sea level, and it is surrounded by hills. Winds blowing across the land intensify close to the sea, sometimes causing violent and unexpected storms. However, as much as we may sympathize with the fear and distress of the disciples, it remains clear that they did not yet understand the true nature of Jesus and his unfailing concern for them. The disciples were seasoned fishermen who had spent their lives fishing on this huge lake, but in this storm they panicked. The disciples panicked because the storm threatened to destroy them all, and Jesus seemed unaware and unconcerned. The question about whether he cared about their welfare was a statement of doubt and lack of faith. There was a physical storm, but storms come in other forms. Think about the storms in your life—the situations that caused you great anxiety. What ever our difficulties, we have two options. We can worry and assume that Jesus no longer cares, or we can resist fear, putting our trust in Him. When you feel like panicking, confess your need for God and then trust him to care for you.
The disciples walked and worked with Jesus, but they underestimated him. They did not see that his power applied to their own situation. Jesus has been with us his people for 20 centuries, and yet we, like the disciples, underestimate his power to handle crises in our lives. The disciples did not yet know enough about Jesus until the day of Pentecost. Let it never be said of us—who have the full and final revelation of God—that we question for a single moment the solicitude of Jesus for us or doubt his power to help us in times of difficulty. We cannot make the same excuse, because in our time, Jesus has revealed Himself to us in every way. 
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