Sabbath Sermon of October 16, 2010

By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

The Revelation of Jesus Christ

Revelation Chapter 1

Revelation differs from inspiration. Revelation is the self-disclosure of God and the revealing to men and women of that which they could not know by themselves. Some Scriptures were written by men of God who had immediate access to the information; some were passed down to them in written records by people of God and by word of mouth. 
The revelation of John was given to him immediately. Revelation is a book about the future and about the present. Its message offers hope to all believers, especially those who have suffered for their faith and those who are suffering today in many ways for their faith in Jesus.
The men of God who put down the Scripture in paper, irrespective of the source of their information, whether by oral tradition, written records or revelation, the writers through inspiration by the Holy Spirit chose the right material and gave us a Bible free from all error in whole and in the part. This view does not demand that those who copied the Bible were kept from incident, transcriptional errors, which have been corrected by textual criticism. Some hold there were incidental errors in the original manuscripts, but the churches through the ages, until recently, have believed in an inerrant Bible.
John was the recipient of the revelation. Some have taught that he received it from the angel, who was acting under the direction of Jesus Christ; who received the revelation from the Father. But from the text of Scripture we read that John heard from behind him a great voice, as of a trumpet, saying I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last. It is only one person in the whole universe who holds that title and office, our Lord Jesus. The Revelation is about Jesus and came from him as well. 
v.5. John says, Jesus who is the faithful witness, and “the first begotten of the dead”, and the prince of the kings of the earth. The first begotten of the dead: indicating that although some people have died and some have come back to life in our time; others had risen from the dead--people whom the prophets, Jesus, and the apostles had brought back to life during their ministries--but later these people died again. However, Jesus was the first ("first begotten") who rose from the dead to die no more. The promise of the Father to believers is that in the same way that Jesus was raised from the dead, so are the dead in Jesus Christ will be raised from the dead to die no more.

 
When John turned to see who was behind the voice that he heard, he saw the seven golden candlesticks; and in the midst (in the interior or central part) of the seven candlesticks, he sees one like unto the Son of man clothed with garment down to the foot; and girt about the paps (waist) with a golden girdle. The closer one examines John’s description of the person he saw, the more convinced one becomes that it was The Lord Jesus himself that was speaking to John and not an angel. The man “like unto the Son of man” is Jesus himself. Jesus gave his message to John in a vision allowing him to see and record certain future events so they could be an encouragement to all believers. The message includes many signs and symbols intended to convey the essence of what is to happen in keeping with his promise (John 15:14,15).
John continues by describing his head and his hairs of being like white wool, as white as snow; probably because of the brightness of the light he was in, his wisdom and divine nature (Dan.7:9)“; his eyes were as a flame of fire, symbolizing judgment of all evil; the golden girdle reveals him as the High Priest who goes into God’s presence to obtain forgiveness of sin for those who have believed in him; the two-edged sword in Jesus mouth symbolizes the power and force of his message. His words of judgment are as sharp as swords (Isa. 49:2; Heb. 4:12); his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned of a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters” No angel sounds and looks like this (Dan 10:5, 6; Rev. 22:13).
John continues to describe this person as having in his right hand seven stars; and out of his mouth went a sharp two-edged sword; his countenance was so bright that he couldn’t look at his face because it was like trying to look directly into the sun at noon on a bright sunny day. After seeing all these, John fell down at his feet, which was an act of worship. If it were to be an angel that he saw, the angel would not have allowed him to worship him (Rev. 22: 8, 9).

This person instead of warning John not to worship his fellow servant as we read in Rev. 22:8, 9, he proceeded to lay his hand on him, saying not to fear; that “he is the first and the last;’ ’he is the one that was crucified and died on the cross, but that he lives.” John was one of those who not only saw Jesus die on the cross, but he saw him couple of times after he was resurrected, and finally at his ascension.  “I am alive forever more, i.e., beyond forever,” he says to John and he now has the keys of hell and death; the keys to let in and to let out of death and hell. Signifying he alone has the power and authority to set anyone free from sin’s control and from ever lasting death. Believers do not have to fear death or the grave because Jesus holds the keys to both. Who on earth and in heaven could have that kind of power and divine authority? There is no other than our Lord Jesus. Therefore, let every knee bow before The “Inevitable” Lord Jesus (Dan. 7:13-14).
The book of revelation is important, for it promises that those who read it are blessed, those who hear it are blessed and those who keep the things written therein are bless. The book of revelation reveals future events, but believers have nothing to fear if they keep the commandments of Jesus. When believers think about the future, they should walk with confidence because Jesus is victorious and he does walk with every believer. Revelation is a book of prophecy that is filled with biblical predictions of future events. Prophecy more importantly do reveal about God’s character and promises.  In the book of revelation, we see God’s plan for the future; this provides inspiration and encouragement to believers to know He will intervene on our behalf and defeat our enemy the devil.
When John says, “the time is at hand, he is urging every one who would listen to this prophecy to be ready at all times for the last judgment and the establishment of God’s Kingdom. No one knows when these events will occur, but believers must watch for the door signs as provided in the Scripture by Jesus, and be prepared to meet Him before it is too late. Behold, he cometh with clouds, and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him, could refer to the piercing of Jesus’ side by Roman soldiers while he hung on the cross or to those who are piercing him now by fighting against his true church or to everyone who played part in the conspiracy to kill him.  Those who had him crucified will realize that Jesus, the man who was pierced and killed, is indeed the Messiah (Zech. 12:8 -14). 
Which is, and which was, and which is to come. The Lord Jesus here is spoken of as one with God in terms of his eternal being, the seven spirits indicates the Holy Spirit in terms of his perfection and completeness. The number seven is used as a symbol for this. “I am Alpha and Omega.” This has to do with God’s almighty power, not his eternity of existence. All events are controlled by him; “what was, is, and will come to pass;” all these is now in hands of the Lord Jesus.
The letters or messages to the seven churches refer to (1) literal churches in existence at the time John wrote; (2) conditions that existed in those and other churches or the age, (3) similar conditions in the church or churches of Jesus Christ in later ages. The teaching that the seven churches represent seven successive epochs of church history between the beginning and the end of the present age of the Holy Spirit, is scripturally defective and no doubt Catholic in origin; particularly since it identifies the Protestant Reformation with the Sardis church, which is said to be more dead than alive.

While these letters may have represented the spiritual conditions of the named churches at that time, it is true today as we live in the end times. There will be an intensifying of the evils mentioned in these letters, particularly the lukewarm-ness, the nakedness, and shame of the Laodicean church. When a church finds itself being troubled by internal strife and conflict, it is because it has lost its concern for purity and intolerance of sin.
The book of revelation unveils Jesus’ full identity and God’s plan for the end of the world, and it focuses on Jesus’ his second coming, his victory over evil, and the establishment of his Kingdom (Dan 2:40-45; Rev. 22:10-17). 
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