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The Message To The Seven Churches

Revelation Chapter 2.

In this chapter, John no longer had any doubts that it is the Lord Jesus that is speaking to him. The Roman government had stepped up its persecution of Christians, and no doubt John must have wondered if the church could survive and stand against the opposition. But Jesus appeared in His glory and splendor, reassuring John and all believers then and now they had access to God’s power to face these trials. The one who “walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlestick,” among the seven churches, indicating his power and authority over the churches and their leaders.  The Lord continues in his revelation by saying to John to write to the church in Ephesus and say to their leaders and the congregation, “I know thy works and thy labor and thy patience;” because over a long period of time, the church in Ephesus had steadfastly refused to tolerate sin among its members. The Lord praised believers there for resisting the infiltration of the antichrists, and admonishes them to correct some of their errors and setbacks. The church in Ephesus stood against the pagan temple in Ephesus which was one of the wonders of the world. It was said to have been four times the size of Athens’s Parthenon. As all pagan institutions would be destroyed by the Lord, the Ephesus pagan temple was destroyed when the Goths sacked Ephesus in A.D. 263. Today Ephesus is a vast archeological dig, being gradually uncovered to reveal the ancient splendor of a pagan metropolis.
The Nicolatians were a heretical group who had infiltrated the church and were tolerated by the church of Pergarmum, but rejected by the church at Ephesus. This was not easy in a city noted for the immoral sexual practices associated with the worship of Diana. We also are living in times of wide-spread sin and sexual immorality. These days it is popular to be open-minded toward many types of sin, calling them “personal choices’ or “alternative life-style.” But when the body of believers begins to tolerate sin in the church, they are compromising the church’s witness. We must remember that God’s approval is infinitely more important than the world’s. They were antinomians; they taught that under the gospel dispensation of grace the moral law is of no use or obligation because faith alone is necessary to salvation, so they made license out of liberty. The Lord commended the church at Ephesus for hating the wicked deeds of the Nicolaitanes who could be rightly described as Freemasons. The apostles wrote about their carnal living and their vices. Paul had once commended the church in Ephesus for its love for God and others (Eph.1:15), but many of the church founders had died and the second-generation believers had lost their zeal for God. The pursuit for personal goals and prosperity had taken hold of their hearts. So the Lord warns the Believes that their lights could go out, unless they return to their first love for God and for the brethren.
Smyrna now is called Izmir and as of 1986 it was the only one of the seven churches of Asia that is alive and flourishing. It lies at the head of the gulf into which the Hermus River flows. The seaport is still important and is under the control of Turkey. The Bishop of the church in Smyrna [Polycarp] was martyred in A.D 155. The city of Smyrna was the last to fall under military advance of Islam. Wherever Islam gains control, the advance of the true Christian faith was halted and reversed, but not Catholicism. According to Christian historians, it appears that only one institution flourished wherever true Christianity is halted and in reverse, Catholicism seem to flourish there. If you ask why, it is because Catholicism is not only anti-Christian, according to Alberto Rivera a former Jesuits, “Islam was founded by the Vatican to fight her wars against true Christianity.” The Lord continues in his revelation by saying to John to write to the church in Smyrna and say to their leaders and the congregation, “These things saith the first and the last, which was dead, and is alive; I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and I know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan.” The message to the Church in Smyrna is to remain faithful in all sufferings because God is in Control and He will deliver on His promise.
Pergamos also called Pergarmum was the capital city of the Roman province of Pergarmum in Asia. It was a center for Pagan worship consisting of four cults. The city’s chief god was Asclepius, whose symbol was a serpent and who was considered the god of healing. The imperial cult built around the Roman emperor required citizens to burn a pinch of incense at the foot of Caesar’s statue. The Nicolaitanes thought a little compromise would preserve the faith and keep the anti-Christian sentiment at a minimum. The apostles knew that compromise was not possible. To allow the pinch of incense to be offered before the emperor’s statue would lead to a landslide away from the true faith. They resisted it vigorously. Christianity and Casesarism faced off against each other to the death. This war is still going on as we speak, as the same doctrine that was resisted by the apostles in their times is still being propagated by the Catholic institution and by those faith compromisers who still think they are Christians, but are actually Nicolaitanes. Jesus’ sharp, double-edged stands for God’s ultimate authority and judgment which separates believers from unbelievers.
Pergamos was known for it numerous cults, that it is called the city “where the Satan’s seat is. The city was surrounded by worship of Satan and the Roman emperor as god, exactly in the same way it is becoming in this age, the Pope having declared himself god and tells the deceived people of the world and the lost not to go to the Almighty God with their sins, but to come to him with their sins for forgiveness.
The teaching of Balaam should be distinguished from the way of Balaam or the error of Balaam (2 Pet. 2:15 and Jude 11). Balaam taught King Balek to entice Israel to worship idols, to marry his unbelieving subjects, and to partake of their ritual prostitution (Num. 31:15, 16). Multitudes of well-meaning Christians who have married unbelievers have lost their spirituality and have backslidden from the true faith in Jesus Christ. Thus the warning by Paul, that believers should not be unequally yoked with unbelievers (2Cor. 6:14-18). Jesus rebukes the church for tolerating those who, like Balaam, lead people away from God. The sword is of course God’s judgment against all who rebel against him in all nations, and all forms of sin. The hidden manner suggests the spiritual nourishment the faithful believers will receive, just as the Israelites received during their journey to the Promised Land. 
Thyatira was founded by Seleus 1, a general of Alexander, who located the city on a valley road between Hermus and Caicus rivers. It was twenty miles southeast of Pergarmum. It was a commercial center engaged in vigorous trade. The believers in Thyatira were praised by the Lord for growing good deeds. The trade guilds were pagan in orientation and their social events were interlaced with pagan rituals, making it difficult for Christians to stay in business while refusing to participate in the social excesses. The Nicolaitanes sought a compromise, but it was rejected by John, who demanded maintaining Christianity principles (Rom 6:1-3). The modern city is known as Akhisar and has a small population.
v. 20. Jezebel’s teaching at Thyatira was the same as that of Balaam (2:14)—to practice immorality and eat food sacrificed to idols. These were sins of idolatry and immorality which commonly went together in pagan religions, in which sex indulgence was part of cult practices. At the head of this abominable practices was this woman who went by the name Jezebel, who called herself a prophetess, whose life resembled that of Jezebel, heathen queen of Israel of the Old Testament (1 King 16:31; 2 Kings 9:22). John may have used the name Jezebel to symbolize the kind or wrong she was doing. Sexual immorality is a serous offence. Sex outside marriage always hurts someone; that it was contentious as many would say today does not help the seriousness of the offense.  It hurts God because it shows we prefer to worship Lucifer who takes homage in all our unrighteousness acts.  Fornication, adultery, homosexuality, bestiality, and all kinds of immoral sexual acts, represent worship to Lucifer. The Lord said to tell the witch called Jezebel that it is her time to die, if she does not repent and forsake her perpetration of these abominable teachings in the church.  
Can anyone hide from Jesus? I don’t think so. Jesus knows what is in our hearts. Remember, He says “I am the inevitable,” ‘and Believers who will be victorious, who remain faithful until the end and continue to keep My commandments shall rule over My enemies and reign with Me for ever more,’” says The Lord.
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