Sabbath Day Sermon of November 13, 2010

By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

The Scene in Heaven: Worship in Heaven
Revelation Chapter 4
In this vision John hears this loud voice like a trumpet which was The Lord Jesus inviting him to come up hither (here) to be shown the order of things in heaven. In this vision the heaven’s door to the Father was opened unto John; it is this door that Jesus speaks of, that He stands in it, and “no one comes unto the Father but by Me.” John now reveals to us what he was shown by The Lord Jesus for our learning of the throne of God and the heaven we have been promised. Some have taught that “come up hither” should be understood in the dispensational tradition to mean the pretribulation rapture of the church. It is hard to see how this verse supports that view since it was spoken to John, who was then in the Spirit before the throne. While it is true that the word for “church” is not used again until the end of the Revelation, the view is based on inference. John says that immediately he was in spirit; this expression means the Holy Spirit was giving him a vision—showing him situations and events he could not see with mere human eyesight. All true prophecy comes from God through the Holy Spirit, which is the Spirit of God.
The one seated on the throne is God Almighty, the God of Israel and of all believers. The jasper stone does symbolize the holiness of God and the sardine stone (sardius or carnelian) God’s divine judgment. The rainbow bespeaks the unfailing mercy of God.

The four beasts, each had six wings and full of eyes. They are angelic beings so described with animal-like comparisons denoting their strength, their service, their intelligence, and their sovereignty and speed. The twenty-four elders in white raiment; and crowns of gold, signifying righteousness and victory. The twenty-four elders probably represent those of the twelve tribes of Israel, and of the twelve apostles of Jesus Christ. The twenty four elders in this vision represent all the redeemed of God for all time; both before and after Jesus’ death and resurrection. They symbolized all those—both Jews and Gentiles—who are now part of God’s family. Believers are promised this same crown by the Lord Jesus, if we hold fast His truth; if you remain faithful to the truth of His Gospel, that no one takes it way from you (Rev. 3:11).
The lightening  and thundering and voices proceeding from under the throne, represent the power of God and his majesty, the seven lamps of fire burning before the throne signifying the seven candle stick which represents the seven Spirits of God, which is another name for the Holy Spirit.
The sea of glass before the throne is the exact description given by the elders of Israel when they saw the throne of God of Israel in Exodus 24: 9, 10, “Then went up Moses, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel: And they saw the God of Israel: and there was under his feet as it were a paved work of a sapphire stone, and as it was the body of heaven in his clearness.” The sea of glass highlights both the magnificence and holiness of God.
The praises of these creatures start with the holiness of God, and go on to stress his omnipotence, and end with his eternity (who was . . . is . . . and is to come”). All the Revelation emphasizes the Second Advent; the second coming of Jesus and the consummation of history. Just as the Holy Spirit is seen symbolically in the seven lighted lamps, so the four beasts described earlier represent the attributes: the qualities and character of God. They are not real animal, like the cherubim who are the highest order of angels, they guard God’s throne, lead others in worship, and proclaim God’s holiness. God’s attributes symbolized in the animal-like appearance of these four beings are majesty and power (the lion), faithfulness (the calf or ox), intelligence (the man), and sovereignty (the eagle). The Old Testament prophet Ezekiel saw four similar beings in one of his visions (Ezek. 1:5-10; 10:4-22). The four beasts are joined in the praises by the twenty-four elders and they worshiped The Lord God Almighty who liveth for ever and ever, while laying their crown at His feet in adoration, saying “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and power; for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created”.  
Thou art worthy. This phrase was blasphemously used to salute the Roman Emperor in a triumphant procession. O Lord (“our lord and god” in the cult of pagan emperor worship”). Note: the Vicar of Jesus on earth is the Holy Spirit. Therefore, any such use by men constitutes idolatry and pales into insignificance when compared to its use for our God and Creator of all things. All things in heaven and earth will praise and honor God because he is the Creator and Sustainer of everything. 
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