Sabbath Day Sermon of November 27, 2010
By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

Opening the Book and Breaking the Seven Seals

Revelation Chapter 6


John’s vision of the revelation of Jesus Christ continues in the scene in chapter 6. Here John sees Jesus the Lamb of God open one of the seven seals, and he heard a very loud noise like the sound of a thunder; but it was the voice of the first of the four beasts telling him to  “come forward and see.” John was being invited to preview the sequence of the planned judgment of God against all who had rejected his message of salvation. This is the first of three seven-part judgments. The trumpets and the vials and the other two will follow suite as planned. As each seal is broken, Jesus the Lamb of God sets in motion events that will bring about the end of human history. This scroll is not completely opened until the seventh seal is broken. The contents of the scroll reveal mankind’s depravity and portray God’s authority over the events of human history.
John sees four horses appear as the first four seals are broken. The horses represent God’s judgment of people’s sin and rebellion. God is directing human history—even using his enemies (e.g., the antichrist network) to accomplish his purposes. The four horses are a foretaste of the final judgments yet to come. The imagery of four horses is also found in Zechariah 6:1-8. Each of the four horses is a different color. The white horse represents the Lord Jesus as he rides to victory in the success of the gospel message that is as sharp as the arrow piercing through all oppositions and never returns empty. The white horse therefore represents the church under the guidance and control of Jesus Christ in peace but at war. The other colored horses represent different kinds of judgment: red for warfare and bloodshed; black bespeak famine and death; it is followed by the pale horse for disease and wild animal attacks. It is quite clear in verse 8 that Death and Hell go together for those who would die in their sins go to hell.  In war the sword kills, in famine starvation kills, and pestilence usually erupts to kill as well. The high prices of wheat and barley illustrate famine conditions, but the worse is yet to come. The four horsemen are given control of one-fourth of the earth, indicating that God is still limiting his judgment—it is not yet complete. With these judgments God is allowing time for those who have not repented to cease the opportunity to do so and turn to Jesus Christ and away from their sins. In this case, the limited punishment not only demonstrates God’s wrath on sin, but also his merciful love in giving people yet another opportunity to turn to him before he brings final judgment. God had demonstrated the same act of mercy he had shown to the Israelites during their removal of the Israelites to Babylonian, that they were removed in batches peradventure those that had not been taken by Nebuchadnezzar would repent and turn away from their sinfulness.
The altar represents the altar of sacrifice in the Temple, where animals were sacrificed to atone for sins. Instead of the animals’ blood at the foot of the altar, John saw the souls of martyrs who had died for preaching God’s Word cry out for vengeance against their murderers. These martyrs in white robes were told to rest that still more would lose their lives for their belief in Jesus Christ. In the face of warfare, famine, persecution, and death, Christians will be called on to stand firmly for what they believe. Only those who endure to the end will be rewarded by God (Mark 13:13). The martyrs are anxious for God to bring justice to the earth, but they are told to wait. God is not waiting until a certain number is reached, but he is promising that those who suffer and die for their faith will not be forgotten. Rather, they will be singled out by God for special honor. We may wish for justice immediately, as these martyrs did, but we must be patient. God works on his own timetable, and he promises justice. No suffering for the sake of God’s Kingdom, however, is wasted.
The sixth seal changes the scene back to the physical world. The first five judgments were directed toward specific areas, but this judgment is universal. Everyone will be afraid when the heaven is rolled up like a scroll and the earth itself trembles. The great day of the wrath of God has come against them. Who can stand? At sight of the Almighty God sitting on the throne and the Lamb, all human beings great and small will be terrified, calling for the mountains to fall on them so they will not have to face the judgment of the Lamb the “inevitable”.  They fear the One who sits on the throne and the Lamb. God and Jesus Christ are again linked together in cosmic power. This picture was not intended to frighten believers. For them the Lamb is a gentle Savior. Seven kinds of people are mentioned: kings, great men, rich men, chief captains, mighty men, slaves, and free men who previously showed no fear of God and arrogantly flaunted their belief will find they were wrong, and in that day they will have to face his wrath. No one who has rejected God can survive the day of his wrath, but those who belong to Jesus Christ will receive a reward rather than punishment. Do you belong to Jesus Christ? If so, you need not fear these final days.  
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