Sabbath Day Sermon of November 6, 2010
Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop
The Revelation of Jesus to the Sardis Church

Revelation Chapter 3

In this chapter The Lord Jesus continues to speak to John instructing him to write to the church in Sardis. Once again, The Lord identifies himself as the one who is in control of the spirits of the seven churches. To the church in Sardis, The Lord Jesus says this to the members, “I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.”
The church in Sardis manifests no fruit in the spiritual realm, sinners are not being saved, the church members are not being sanctified, and the needy are not being helped. The church members themselves are living sinful lives. The Lord admonishes them to take a step back away from the sinful path they have taken, and return to the truth of the gospel delivered to them. The church is to be watchful probably against antichrists who had infiltrated them; they are to hold on with their lives, to what good that is remaining in their membership. They are to hold on to the Christian truth they had heard when they first believed in Jesus, to get back to the basics of the faith. The few who have not been defiled are urged to help the weak and pull them up and get them back to the basics of the faith. This the church must do at once because the majority of the members have been found wanting in their works before God Almighty.
However, if they chose to ignore this warning to be watchful and be alert, it is not only that they will continue to remain vulnerable to the vices of the enemies of their church, but that they won’t be ready for the coming of The Lord Jesus. But those who will hear this warnings and obey them will be rewarded and shall walk with Jesus in righteousness; “I will confess their names before The Father and before the heavenly hosts as those who have overcome the world.” As we know Jesus says only those who confess His before others, will He confess before His Father (Matt. 10:32). Believers are urged to hear what the Holy Spirits says to the Church, and do them.
Philadelphia was next in line in the message, and to this church says The Lord, “I am He that hath the key of David, He that openeth and no man shutteh; and shutteth, and no man openeth”; ‘I know thy works.” The key symbolizes his rule and authority to open the door of invitation into his Kingdom, which covers heaven and earth. After the door is opened no one can close it—salvation is assured. Once it is closed, no one can open it--judgment is certain (Heb. 9:27). The Lord made sure they knew he is coming back soon, and he urged them to hold on to his word and their patience, so no man deceives them and cause them to loose their crown of victory over the world
The Lord had a message of blessing for the church because although there was an active synagogue in the city of Philadelphia whose members were intensely nationalistic and persecuted those who joined the Christian church. The church persevered and held on to the doctrine of Jesus our savior. The Lord delivered on His promise to hold back the persecuting members of the synagogue, because we know that the church remained strong in faith and even survived the destruction of the city by an earthquake in 17 A.D. 
The Lord had no word of reproof for the church in Philadelphia. The church had great opportunities but it was a small church, uninfluential, and had little physical power, but it had a lot of spiritual power that it was able to successfully keep her enemies at bay. The saints were persecuted and further severe trials were to be expected. The Lord commends the members for keeping His word and for their patience; for this reason He will not allow them to go through the expected hour of temptation, which will come upon all the worlds, to try all who dwell on earth. In A.D 17, the city Philadelphia was believed to have disappeared into history due to a major volcanic eruption or an earthquake. But centuries later the Moslem advance found this conclave an “island of Christian civilization in the Turkish seas,” probably generations of Christians who survived the destruction of the city by an earthquake. No doubt The Lord did come through on His promise for the church in Philadelphia. He will do the same for all who believe and trust in Him.
The names of all believers are registered in the book of life. This book symbolizes God’s knowledge of who belongs to Him. Believers or would be believers who will hear this message and do as the church in Philadelphia had done, will have their names posted in the house of God The Father, they shall be named among the princes and princess of the Almighty God in the New Jerusalem which will come down from heaven (Rev. 21:2-7). On each of the believers or would be believers who will endure till the end, will The Lord write upon them His new name. If you have ear to hear, this is something you should hear and obey the word of God “Now”, says the Lord through the Holy Spirit.
To the church of the Laodiceans The Lord introduces himself as “the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God, the [Word]”. He commands John to write the following to the members of the church saying, “I know thy works, that thou are neither cold nor hot; I would thou wert cold or hot.” ‘Since “you are lukewarm, neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.’” In other words, the Laodicean church was good for nothing. The members were worse than salt that has lost its savor, and was good for nothing.
Here we find the origin and the workings of the prosperity gospel in the church, in which the only thing that matters in life is the amount of wealth a person has massed up around himself or herself. Laodicea was an important trading center during this period of the Roman supremacy. Its wealth came from its famous black sheep and a poultice used in connection with diseases of the eye. The members of the Laodicea church stored their wealth on earth where moths and rust corrupts, where thieves break through and steal (Matt. 6:19-21). The members had not stored their treasures in heaven. So The Lord counsels them to buy his gold; the knowledge of God, which is the beginning of all wisdom. His do not corrupt, in other words to learn His Word and to invest in his gospel than on material things which one cannot take with them when they die. 
In the spiritual realm the Laodiceans stood stack naked and blind before The Lord, because they trusted in their wealth and lacked the knowledge of the Word of God: good deeds of faith, love for the things of God and for the brethren. The city is famous and wealthy because of the poultice it produces used for the cure for eye diseases. The Lord counsels them that if only they knew how infected and diseased their eyes were, they would do well to apply the same medicine for a cure to their eyes, then would  they be able to see their shame and nakedness. 
The Lord stands at the gate of heaven, today knocks at the door of everyone’s heart and his counsel is for all who would read or hear this message and will open the door of their heart; He will come in and not only feast with them, but will dwell in their hearts (John 14:23). Believers and would be believers who will endure till the end of all things, who have overcome the world as He had done; in other words, His saints will The Lord make to sit with Him on His throne as He has overcome and He is set down with The Father on His throne.
If you have ear to hear, please use it to hear, and do what the Holy Spirit says to the Church of The Lord Jesus.
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