Day of Atonement - Sabbath Sermon of September 18, 2010 
By Dr. Chika Flint

By Jesus Christ We have Received The Atonement
Roman Chapter 5

Through the Word of God we know that sin is the obstacle that makes for war between man and God. When sin is taken care of by faith in Jesus Christ and justification, the cause of the war is removed and peace begins. Every believer has made his peace with God through the blood of Jesus Christ shed on the cross for us. The war is ended, the enmity gone. Peace reigns in the heart of all believers.

Patience, better translated “endurance.” Endurance is a result of testing, or being tried and not being found wanting. Without suffering there is little possibility that endurance will be attained. And without endurance, character is not developed and hope—if it exists at all—is weak. When faced with difficulties in life, believers are to focus on learning the lesson in their situation for their own experience and growth; while holding unto faith, the evidence of our hope (Heb. 11:1). Believers ought to rejoice in suffering not because we like pain or naïve to its tragedy, but because we know God may allow life difficulties and the devil’s attacks to build our character. The problems we experience should help strengthen our patience, draw us nearer to Him and deepen our trust in God.
The three who bear record in heaven the Father, the Word and the Holy Ghost are involved in salvation. The Father loved us so much that he sent his only begotten Son to bridge the gap between us. The Father and the Son send the Holy Spirit to fill our lives as we keep His commandment, and to enable us to live by his power. This is the more reason we can do no less than serve him completely from the bottom of our heart.

The Father loved us so much that he had to do something to save us from our helpless condition under which we were not able to do anything on our own to save ourselves. The Father had to send Jesus to come and rescue us. Jesus Christ came exactly the right time according to God’s schedule. In the same way He controls history, He controlled the timing, method, and events surrounding Jesus death and resurrection.
We are justified by Jesus Christ’s blood. Without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sin (Heb. 9:22). The life is in the blood, and the blood makes atonement for the soul (Lev. 17:11). In the Old Testament time sacrifices were to be made at the tabernacle, not at any shrine of men’s own choosing (Ex. 20: 24-26). God chose where and how the sacrifices were offered. The right sacrifice at the wrong place was useless. In the death of Jesus Christ God has offered the one and only sacrifice for our sin (Heb. 9:14). We are also reconciled to God by Jesus Christ’s death and saved by his life. We are reconciled by the humbled Jesus and saved by the exalted Lord Jesus Christ. The dying Jesus was a testator who left us a legacy; the living Jesus Christ is the executor who dispenses it Heb. 9:15, 16).  Paul says that is not all, but that instead of afflicting ourselves today, as believers we should be rejoicing in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement.
In verse 12 Paul delineates two opposite states of existence: life versus death. In Adam there is sin and death, in Jesus Christ there is righteousness and life. In Jesus, Adam’s situation, which we have inherited, is reversed. Instead of death and condemnation there is justification and eternal life. The compensation is not precise, because grace far exceeds man’s sin and condemnation. Some have interpreted verse 18 as searching universalism, the doctrine that all men are automatically saved. But this interpretation takes the analogy and presses it beyond what Paul meant, by saying that as in Adam all men sinned and lost everything, so in Jesus Christ all men gain what they lost in Adam. Not so, because Jesus says that “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven”(Matt.7:21). In light of this, Paul reminds us that for thousands of years the Law had not yet been explicitly given, and yet people died. The Law was added to help people see their sinfulness, to show them the seriousness of their offenses, and to drive them to God for mercy and for His forgiveness. The fact that the Law offers no remedy for our sinful condition, we must turn to Jesus Christ for deliverance and restoration. Sin is a deep discrepancy between who we are and who we were created to be. Nevertheless, Paul affirms that God’s redemptive grace in Jesus Christ is freely offered to all and is certainly efficacious or the power to produce the desired effect for those who believed.
Adam was our common father, the root and representative of all men. What he did may be said to have been done by us in him. By this one man sin entered the human race. Jesus Christ the mediator acted as a public person, a common agent, and the head of all the elect—inasmuch as he dealt with God by his redemption for all of us who are his people. 
If guilt and wrath can be communicated, so can grace and love. If there is power and efficacy in the sin of man, there is greater power and efficacy in the righteousness and grace of Jesus Christ. Adam’s sin was disobedience. Adam is what God called them, male and female he created them (Gen. 5:2). What Adam did was evil because it was forbidden by God. By God’s judicial act we are made sinners along with Adam, for we are his posterity. The figure follows that through the obedience and the righteousness of Jesus Christ the many are made righteous. The free gift comes upon all who believe. The free gift is freely proffered to all who would position themselves for Jesus to lift them up into God’s presence. Once we let Jesus lift us up in his loving arms, we are free to obey him out of love, not necessity, and through the power of God, and not of our own.
In Jesus we know for certain that by God’s grace righteousness has been imputed for justification to all who believe and imputed in us for sanctification—and all of this through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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