Sabbath Day Sermon of August 27, 2011
By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

Jesus En Route to Jerusalem 
Matthew Chapter 19.

As always where ever Jesus went, a great number of people came to him with their problems and diseases, and he healed them. The Pharisees of course, would always come with their questions to try to entrap him. This time their question of entrapment was, “Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for every cause?” Jesus replied by calling their attention to Genesis 1: 27, and saying that “God created them at the beginning “male and female.” ” For this reason shall a man leave his father and mother to cleave to his wife.” In other words, the law guiding the institution of marriage as established by God from creation is that “the man shall leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain (two) shall be one flesh” (Gen. 2:24). What therefore God hath put together, let no one put asunder,” says The Lord God Almighty. According to Jesus and the Scriptures, when a man cleaves to his wife, they are no more two, but one person and that is why God gave them one name “Adam” because they are no longer two but one (Gen. 5:2). “What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.” In the light of this command, therefore, it is a dangerous thing to do, if you are in the business of arranging and officiating in divorce proceedings. If no man is to put asunder what God had joined together, therefore, except for reasons of fornication (whoredom), even the two that have become one in marriage cannot separate themselves from their union. Only the death of one or both can put an end to their marriage, because divorcing your wife or your husband does not mean you may go and marry another person. If you do so, you will be committing adultery. The law of God requires you to work toward reconciliation and forgiving each other and restoring the marriage relationship rather than use it as an excuse to leave it.
7-11. In a follow up question, the Pharisees wanted to know why Moses said to give a writing of divorcement, and to put her away (Deut. 24:1-4). In commenting on Deuteronomy 24:1-4, Jesus said to them that Moses made this provision because of “the hardness of your hearts” (Matt. 19:8). In other words, it was a provision introduced by Moses to save your wives from your wickedness towards them, not that it was God’s law. Again, the way the Pharisees posed their question, they seemed to think that God’s law of marriage applied only to the wives, and not to the husbands. But they were wrong, because God’s law of marriage applies equally to the man and the woman. Neither man nor woman was made in the image of God more than the other. Marriage is an institution of God, and it is spiritual. Thus whether it was in Moses’ day, Hosea’s day, Jesus’ day, or today, there is no such thing as a “spiritual divorce.” Whenever anyone gets a divorce it is testimony to the hardness and spiritual insensitivity of his or her heart. Jesus says that if you forgive others their trespasses against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you; but if you forgive not others their trespasses against you, neither will your Father in heaven forgive your trespasses (Matt. 6:12-15). Therefore, if your sins are not forgiven by God, because you would not forgive your wife or your husband, then you are not saved?

The responsibility of maintaining the marriage falls on the shoulder of the man, again, it is the man that would leave his father and mother and cleave to his wife, purposefully to start their own family to continue God’s creation as God commands them to be fruitful, and multiply; raise their own children and replenish the earth; let the younger generations replace the older generations (Gen. 2:24; 1:28). Hosea chapter 3 illustrates several truths concerning marriage: (1) the responsibility for marriage is on the husband’s shoulders—the command to consummate the marriage was given to Hosea; (2) the husband is responsible for keeping the marital union together---God commanded Hosea to go and reclaim his wife; (3) sexual infidelity does not break the marital union—while it may damage and strain the relationship, only death breaks the marital bond; and (4) divorce is not the solution for marital problems—Hosea could have divorced Gomer on Moses’ command, Deut. 24:1-4, but it would not have solved either his problem or hers. Divorce has never solved marital problems; it only compounds them. 
10-16. Jesus disciples who were born into believing the Pharisees’ doctrine on marriage and divorce, on hearing Jesus’ teaching felt that it would be better for a man not to marry, if one cannot put away his wife. Some would say that this line of thought was mischievous on the part of the disciples. But that is not what I would say. Rather this is why we are warned in the Scriptures about false teachers as the Pharisees were in Jesus’ day and probably today as their generations are still with us. However, Jesus replied to his disciples’ comments and said only that it is good for some not to marry, but let each one decide for himself or herself whether he or she has the gift of continence. Whosoever does not have the gift of continence should marry and bear the crosses of marital life, rather than burn with lust (1 Cor. 7:1-9). This does not mean, however, that people who have trouble controlling their thoughts should marry the first person who comes along. For a true Christian, it is better to deal with the pressure of desire than to deal with an unhappy marriage.
13-15. The disciples must have forgotten what Jesus had said about children in Matt, 18:4-6. Jesus wanted little children to come because he loves them and because they have the kind of attitude needed to approach God. He didn’t mean that heaven is only for children, but that people need childlike attitude of trust in God. The receptiveness of little children was a great contrast to the stubbornness of the religious leaders who let their education and pride stand in the way of the simple faith needed to believe in Jesus Christ. 
16-26. In these verses we read of a man who was concerned about his spiritual condition, who believed in eternal life, who knew his life lacked meaning, and who sought to know what to do in order to secure eternal life. When Jesus told him to keep the commandments, he proudly asserted that he had done so from his youth. He was mistaken, but Jesus took him at his word and advanced the question that was to uncover his basic problem. Jesus told him to sell his worldly possessions, give the money to the poor, and follow him. The rich young ruler left sorrowfully, for he valued his worldly possessions more than he valued following Jesus. Whatever comes between you and Jesus is what will keep you from eternal life.
“Verily I say unto you, that a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven.’ ‘And I say unto you, it is easier for the camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.”
“For the camel to go through the eye of a needle” This figure of speech indicates how difficult it is for a rich person who prides himself or herself on his or her material possessions to repent and accept Jesus Christ as his or her savior. His disciples had the notion that being wealthy is a sign of godliness. But they were amazed when they heard this to learn that power, position and wealth has no place in the Kingdom of God. They thought if anyone could be saved it would be the rich whom their culture considered especially blessed by God.
However, Jesus tell his disciples that with humans it might look impossible to have wealth, power, and position and still enter into the kingdom of God, but that nothing is impossible with God in that a wealthy man or woman who possesses power, and position may still be able to enter into the Kingdom of God if his or her works are in consonant with the will of God. Faith in Jesus Christ, not in self or riches is what counts. My friends, on what are you counting for salvation?
27-30. “We have forsaken all, and followed thee, what shall we have therefore?” the disciples indeed had left all they had to follow Jesus, and Peter may have been saying that leaving all put Jesus Christ indebt to them. He wanted to know what they would get for doing so. Jesus himself forsook all for the joy of the cross. Moses looked to the recompense of the reward. Moses was human and so are we; ideally we leave all because of what Jesus has done for us. We do not forsake all for the reward—although there will be a reward for leaving everything to follow Jesus. But if there were no reward, we still should leave all and follow Jesus Christ.
“In the regeneration, i.e., in the Second Advent of Jesus Christ when there will be a regeneration of the heavens and the earth.” Jesus promises,  whoever that had forsaken home, natural brothers and sisters, parents, wives and husbands, children, land, friends and relatives for his name sake, shall be a partaker of the regeneration of glory, when Paradise will be regained. Praise God Almighty!
“But many that are first shall be last, and the last shall be first.” God will cross his hands; will reveal that to babes, which he hid from the wise and prudent. He will reject those who received his oracle first but are unbelieving and receive believers who received his oracle last. The heavenly inheritance is not given as earthy inheritances commonly are, by seniority or age, and priority of birth, but according to God’s pleasure. Don’t forfeit eternal rewards for temporary benefits. Be willing to make sacrifices now for greater rewards later. Be willing to accept man’s disapproval for God’s approval.
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