Sabbath Sermon of 13, 2011
By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

THE TRANSFIGURATION ON MOUNT HERMON
Matthew Chapter 17
Here we have Matthew’s account of Jesus Christ’s glory which appears in the three Gospels. Each description contains unique details. The event occurred on Mount Hermon on a Sabbath day. Moses and Elijah appeared in person and three of Jesus’ disciples witnessed their presence. Jesus Christ’s radiance was only a foretaste of his glory, but the event strengthened the disciples’ faith. They heard the voice of God from heaven (Mk. 9:7). The sudden disappearance of Elijah and Moses, leaving only Jesus, meant that in him Old Testament prophecy and the Law were fulfilled. In them the law and the prophets honored Jesus Christ, and bore testimony to him. Moses and Elias appeared to the disciples; they saw them, and heard them talk, and, either by their discourse or by information from Jesus Christ, they knew them to be Moses and Elias; glorified saints shall know one another in heaven. They talked with Jesus Christ. It was God’s divine affirmation of everything Jesus had done and was about to do. Jesus Christ was now to be sealed in his prophetic office, and therefore these two great prophets were fittest to attend him, as transferring all their honor and interest to him; for in these last days God speaks to us by his Son, ( Heb. 1:1). Peter never forgot that moment. He drew attention to the fact that he was an eyewitness of Jesus Christ’s splendor and glory (2 Pet. 1:16-18).
v. 9. Why did Jesus tell his disciples not to disclose to others what had happened at the Transfiguration? Had they done so, Jesus’ death on the cross would have appeared to be wholly out of accord with the vision. Jesus knew that they did not understand it and could not explain what they didn’t understand. Their question revealed their misunderstandings. But subsequent to his resurrection and the coming of the Holy Spirit they will then understand it to explain it, and free to tell of the Transfiguration—the resurrection and Jesus Christ’s subsequent glory would be the proof positive to explain what happened on the mount of Transfiguration.
“Elias must first come” Elijah must return before the Messiah comes. Jesus was referring to John the Baptist, not to the Old Testament prophet Elijah. John the Baptist took Elijah’s prophetic role—boldly confronting sin and pointing people to God. Malachi had prophesied that a prophet like Elijah would come (Mal. 4:5).  The Pharisees and the Sadducees taught that Elijah must return before the Messiah comes, both of them came and were rejected by the religious leaders of Israel who watched them both killed, because they were Israelites who spoke the truth of God. But we joy in God through the death and resurrection of Yeshua our Messiah, by whom we have received the atonement (Rom. 5:11).
14-20. Jesus heals a demon possessed boy that was first brought to his disciples but they could not heal him. Most believers today act and behave like the disciples of Jesus in the sense that even when they had the authority to do the healing, but they had not yet learned how to appropriate the power of God that had been bestowed upon them. Jesus’ frustration is with the unbelieving and unresponsive generation. His disciples were merely a reflection of that attitude we find today among Christians. In this instance, Jesus purpose was not to criticize the disciples, but to encourage them to greater faith. The disciples were unable to cast out this devil, and they asked Jesus why. He pointed to their lack of faith. It is the power of God, plus our faith, that moves mountains. The mustard seed was the smallest particle imaginable.

“If you have faith as a grain of mustard seed.” This seed was the smallest planted by the people of Israel of Jesus’ day, yet the bush grew to be eight to twelve feet high and birds made their nests on its branches. Surely the smallest amount of faith will be richly rewarded, for even small faith is real faith. Perhaps they had tried to cast out the devil with their own ability rather than God’s. If we feel weak or powerless as Christians, we should examine our faith, making sure we are trusting God’s power not our own abilities to produce results. Nothing shall be impossible, i.e., anything consonant with the will of God and sought for his glory is possible.” 

21-27. “Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting.” Jesus was teaching that some work for God is more difficult than others and requires greater effort: the combination of fasting and prayer should get the job done than the normal approach. Fasting and prayer indicate faith, discipline, and humbling ourselves before God, without which there can be no hope of success. Because we are usually very noisy and busy with life, fasting and praying will get us to be a little bit quieter so we can listen to God when he speaks to us.
Once again Jesus predicted his death. In Matthew chapter 16: 21, Jesus pointed to his new emphasis of his death and resurrection. Here he more importantly, told his disciples of his resurrection. Unfortunately, his disciples heard only the first part of Jesus’ words and became discouraged; not knowing what would become of them when Jesus is gone. They had assumed in their preoccupation that he would be with them until he has taken back the throne of his father David. It was for this same reason that the mother of the two sons of Zebedee came to Jesus requesting that his sons be allowed to sit with him on his throne, “one on thy right hand, and the other on the left” when he becomes the king of Israel (Matt. 20: 20, 28).  But the prediction by Jesus of his death suddenly made them to realize that the Kingdom Jesus speaks of is not of this earth, and they were exceedingly depressed. It dawned on them that very shortly they would be required to take responsibility over this message they had hardly prepared themselves to propagate. The lesson here is for believers not to allow distractions such as our personal dreams for power, wealth or position to take up our time meant for the work of God. While in pursuit of our personal goals in life, as Christians we must at the same time make enough time to be part of the work God has called us to do for his Kingdom. He has saith not to ask him how he will judge the world” but we know from the Scriptures that this judgment will not be confined to nonbelievers. Christians, too will face a judgment. Although true believers’ eternal destiny is secure, but Jesus will look at how we handled gifts, opportunities, and responsibilities in order to determine our heavenly rewards. The Lord has said it that at the time of Judgment, He will deliver the righteous and condemn the wicked (Dan. 12:2-4; Rev. 20:1-15).

  They still could not understand why Jesus was bent on going back to Jerusalem where the chief priest and the temple officers had already laid a death trap for him. However, it was not until Pentecost did his disciples came to comprehend the purpose of Jesus death and resurrection (Acts 2).
Sometimes we are slow to understand everything about Jesus. The disciples of Jesus saw his miracles, heard his words, and still had difficulty understanding them. Remember that despite their questions and doubts, they believed. Believers should do no less. 
The disciples did not understand why Jesus kept talking about his death, because they expected him to set up a political kingdom. His death, they thought, would dash their hopes. They did not know that Jesus death and resurrection would make his Kingdom possible. Paul says in Rome 6:11 that to become members of the Kingdom of Jesus Christ, we must count ourselves dead to sin, which means we should regard our old sinful nature as dead and unresponsive to sin. Because of our union and identification with Jesus Christ, we should no longer want to pursue our old plans, desires, and goals. We ought to live for the glory of God. As we start this new life, the Holy Spirit will help us become all that Jesus wants us to be in Him. Involved in salvation, are all three members of the Trinity. The Father loved us so much that He sent his only Son to bridge the gap between us (John 3:6). The Father and the Son send the Holy Spirit to fill our lives with love and to enable us to live by his power. 
Doth not your master pay tribute? Every free Israelite and Jewish male over twenty years of age paid the yearly half-shekel temple tax (Ex. 30:11-16). The Greek coin equivalent to the Hebrew half-shekel was the double drachma; the “piece of money” referred to in verse 27 is a stater worth didrachmas. Here Peter answered “Yes” to the question he probably did not know the answer. The answer was probably given to him by the Holy Spirit as when he confessed Jesus as the Son of God.  However, Jesus used this situation to emphasis his kingly role. Just as kings pay no taxes and collect none from their family, Jesus, the King, owed no taxes. But Jesus supplied the tax payment for both himself and Peter rather than offend those who did not understand his kingship. Although Jesus supplied the tax money, but Peter had to go and get it out of the fish mouth. Ultimately all that we have comes to us from God’s supply, but he may want us to be active by doing something in the process.
To be born again is to be born of God (1John 3:9; 1 John 5:1, 4, 18; 1Pet. 1:23). As God’s people, we are therefore, foreigners on earth because our loyalty is always to our real King--Jesus.  Still we have to obey the laws of the land and be responsible citizens as long as their laws do not conflict with the commandments of God. In other words, as ambassadors of Jesus Christ to another country we ought to keep the local laws in order to represent well the one who sent us. Brethren, let us endeavor to be good foreign ambassadors for Jesus to this world.
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