Sabbath Sermon of August 20, 2011

By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

Jesus’ Teaching on Humility and Forgiveness

Matthew Chapter 18

This chapter begins with a question for Jesus by his disciples: “Who is the greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven? In another passage of the Scriptures Jesus told Nicodemus that to enter into the Kingdom of heaven, one must be born again (John 3:3). Therefore, if we are to enter into the Kingdom of heaven we must be transformed and become as little children, who are harmless, inoffensive, and not malicious. Jesus Christ’s disciples are to imitate the virtues of a child, shunning the vices of adults whose values mark them off as lacking moral excellence. In other words true believers in Jesus are not to be childish, arguing over petty issues, but rather childlike, with humble and sincere hearts. Are you being childlike or childish in your dealings with your brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus? Please cut it out today or you might not see the Kingdom of heaven.
It appears that Jesus’ disciples had become so preoccupied with the organization of Jesus’ earthly kingdom; they had lost sight of its divine purpose. They had argued about who would be the greatest. Believers are to seek a place of service than sought for positions of advantage. It is very easy to lose our eternal perspective and compete for promotions or status in the church. When this is the case, it becomes very hard for believers to identify with the “little children,” weak and dependent people with no status or influence.
v. 5-6. “Whoso shall receive one such little child in my name receiveth me.”  Every believer, including those who preached and prophesied the word of God were once children. God will always have children raised for his work, so children must be cared for with all respect as if unto the Lord. Unfortunately, for this and several other reasons, the devil is bent on destroying as many children as possible in the abortion chambers of America and in other nations, by kidnappings, molestations, and a lot of children that are being immolated on daily basis by their abductors and by several other wicked offenders in their perverse devil worship.
“Whoso shall offend one of these little ones,” i.e., “shall cause to stumble.” Children are trusting by nature. They trust adults, and through that trust their capacity to trust God grows. Parents and other adults who influence young children are held accountable by God for how they affect these little ones ability to trust.  Therefore, anyone out there who is in the habit of mistreating, molesting, aborting, or immolating children, Jesus warns about a very severe punishment that awaits all who do these things in this life and on the day of judgment. 
Again, Jesus warns about three other ways to cause “little ones” to lose faith: tempting them, neglecting or demeaning them, and teaching false doctrine to them. As leaders, we are to help young or new believers avoid anything or anyone that could cause them to stumble in their faith and lead them to sin. We must never take lightly the spiritual education and protection of the young in age or in the faith.

“Woe unto the world because of offences!”  Because of offenses, literally, “because of occasions of stumbling.” Anyone who takes a close look at what is happening in our world today would see why Jesus made this statement. He knew there will be wicked men and women who would do anything to offend, to cause harm to others.  Jesus warns about atrocities that will come against the people of the world, and as you can see it is not something else but it is man that will manufacture and cause these atrocities and harm to one another: “woe unto that man by whom the offence cometh!”
v. 7-11. “If thy hand or thy foot offends thee, cut them off, and cast them from thee.”We must watch ourselves not to become instruments that are used to bring about these offenses in the world. Therefore, we must remove stumbling blocks that cause us and others to sin. This does not mean to cut off a part of the body. It means that any person, program, or teaching in the church, work or at home that threatens the spiritual growth of the body must be removed. Jesus says it will be better to go to heaven with one hand, than to burn in hell with both.  The reason we must separate ourselves from people or things that cause us to sin, is because sin, of course, affects more than our hands and feet; it affects our minds and hearts.
“Take heed that you despise not one of these little ones,” Our concern and care for children must parallel God’s treatment of them. Certain angels are assigned to watch over children, and they have direct access to God. These words spoken by Jesus “for I say unto you that in heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven,” ring loud and clean in cultures where children are taken lightly, ignored, or aborted. Since their angels have access to God, not only do their angels keep records of everything that is done to them, but the least we can do is to allow children to approach us easily in spit of our too busy schedules
v.17-23. “Let him be unto thee as a heathen man and a publican” Here Jesus gives a guideline on how discipline is to be enforced among believers. Church discipline is a gift of God and excommunication is the means whereby discipline is to be enforced. The rules are simple enough as laid down by Jesus: (a) A Christian who has something against his brother or sister should first speak to him or her privately; (2) if this does not effect a positive result, the offended party is to go to the offender accompanied by two or three witnesses, (3) if the first two steps do not work, the offended brother or sister is to take the matter to the church. If the guilty brother or sister will not repent and refuses to accept discipline, he or she is to be excommunicated. The action cuts him or her off from fellowship and the ordinances or communion. The Church is to maintain sound doctrine and order; rebuke and deal with offenders (Titus 1:5; 1 Cor. 11:34; 1 Tim. 5:20; 2 Tim. 4:2). The purpose of excommunication is to bring the guilty to repentance. The penalty is incidental to restoration and is often the very means by which repentance take place.
“How often shall my brother or sister sin against me, and I forgive him or her? The Scribes taught that people should forgive those who offend three times. Peter was trying to be generous when he asked Jesus if seven was enough times to forgive someone. But Jesus answered, “seventy times seven” (the number of eternity), meaning that we shouldn’t even keep track of how many times we forgive some one. This statement is reinforced in the Lord’s Prayer “forgive our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.” If you wonder on what basis does Jesus say we should forgive anyone this many times?  God has forgiven us and will forgive us an unlimited number of times, if we are repentant of our sin. We are commanded to forgive those who have sinned against us just as many times as God has forgiven us.

The basic teaching of this illustration in verse 23 is the absolute necessity of forgiveness. The unmerciful debtor owned the king a great sum of money, and his debt was forgiven him. Then this man refused to forgive a fellow servant’s debt, which was insignificant when compared to the debt the king had forgiven him. “And he would not have patience with his fellow servant, but went and cast him into prison till he should pay all that was due unto him.” 
v. 24-35. Ten thousand talents. This is hyperbole for effect. The sum of money involved was astronomical, it could never be repaid. So is the debt of the sinner to God, yet God is able to forgive the person who is most indebted to Him. Then the most indebted forgiven sinner should have mercy on anyone who owes him or her token debt, especially when balanced against his or her own incalculable one.

In Bible times, serious consequences awaited those who could not pay their debts. A person lending money could seize the borrower who couldn’t pay him or her back and force him or his family to work until the debt was paid. The debtor could also be thrown into prison, or his family could be sold into slavery to help pay off the debt; hence the slave trade and the most people sold into it. The general idea was that the debtor while in prison, would sell off his landholdings or that relatives would pay the debt. If not, the debtor could remain in prison for life. The lesson is plain, we have been forgiven our sins, which is the heaviest of all debts, therefore, we should forgive others, whose debts are small by comparison. Remember that if you would not forgive your brother or sister their sin against you, not only are you not truly a Christian, but your Father in heaven will not forgive your debt. And if your sins are not forgiven the Father then you are not saved.
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