Sabbath Sermon of September 10, 2011
By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

Jesus’ Last Week In Jerusalem

Matthew Chapter 21
The triumphant entry into Jerusalem is recorded in all of the Gospels. This event was a fulfillment of the prophecy of Zech. 9: 9. It took place on the week of Jesus’ passion, when he was to be rejected and crucified. He came into Jerusalem as king and conqueror; this was a preview of the Second Coming, when he will come in power and great glory. When Jesus entered Jerusalem on a donkey’s colt, he affirmed his messianic royalty as well as his humility. This triumphant entry as king was the last opportunity for everyone in the land to face up to his royal claims and to make their decision for or against him. 
8-11. “And a very great multitude spread their garments in the way; others cut down branches from the trees, and strawed them in the way.” This verse is one of the few places where the Gospels record that Jesus’ glory is recognized on earth. Jesus boldly declared himself King, and the crowd gladly joined him. But these same people would bow to political pressure and desert him in just a few days. Today we celebrate this event on the Sabbath Day. That specific Sabbath Day should remind us to guard against a superficial acclaim for Jesus Christ.
This is the second time Jesus cleared the Temple (John 2:13-17). Merchants and money hangers set up their booths in the Court of the Gentiles in the Temple, crowding out the Gentiles who had come from all over the civilized world to worship God. The merchants sold sacrificial animals at high prices, taking advantage of those who had come long distances. The money changers exchanged all international currency for the special Temple coins—the only money the merchants would accept. They often deceive foreigners who did not know the exchange rates. Their commercialism in God’s house frustrated people’s attempts at worship. This, of course, greatly angered Jesus. Any practice that interferes with worshipping God should be stopped. This is the more reason that system had to go away, so people can find God the way he wants every one of us to find him.
Jesus instructed two of his disciples where to find and bring to him two animals, an ass and her colt. The prophetic word would not have been fulfilled if they had brought only one ass as we read in Zech. 9:9. Some people who profess to be believers stumble over prophecy (by which events are predicted long before they happen). Perhaps the greatest of all prophecies (compositely speaking) is the one which speaks of Jesus Christ’s Second Coming, something which has not yet occurred. The church universal has always accepted this as true. Thus, prophecy for all other predicted events should be equally true.
12-22.  The word hosanna, which means “save, we beseech thee,” is used six times in the Gospels, as a cry of acclamation and adoration. According to John 2, Jesus used a whip to drive out the money changers from the temple’s court. His face shone, and beams of light darted from his blessed eyes, which astonished and probably frightened these market-people and compelled them to yield to his command. In other words the Scripture was fulfilled. Prov. 20:8. “A King that sitteth in the throne of judgment scattereth away all evil with his eyes.”
Jesus says to a fig tree, “Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward for ever.”  This type of fig tree produced fruit before or at the same time the leaves came out. Thus, if the tree were good, there should be fruit with the leaves. The fuller meaning of Jesus’ statement in his day is directed to the Jews who had nothing but leaves, no fruit. Since the fig tree symbolized Israel (Hos. 9:10; Joel 1:7), this curse pronounced judgment upon Israel’s apostate religious leadership. This curse was not a thoughtless, angry act, but an acted-out parable which also applies today to those who claim to be Christians, but have no fruits. Jesus was showing his anger at those who claim to be godly without substance. Just as the fig tree looked good from a distance but was fruitless at close examination, so the Temple looked impressive at first glance, but its sacrifices and other activities were hollow because they were not done to worship God sincerely. If you only appear to have faith without putting it to work in your life, you are like the fig tree that withered and died because it bore no fruit. Genuine faith means bearing fruit for God’s Kingdom. To be honest with God in the prayers we offer to him is to be patient.
After cursing the fig tree, Jesus informed his disciples that if they had faith and did not doubt greater things than the cursing of this tree could be done by them through prayer. If you have ever wondered about Jesus’ statement that if we have faith and do not doubt, you can move mountains, you should know that Jesus of course, was not suggesting that his followers use prayer as “magic” and perform capricious mountain-moving acts. Instead he was making a strong point about the disciples and our lack of faith. What kind of mountain do you face? If you have talked to God about them, how strong is your faith? Jesus was simply saying, that doubt is the enemy of faith, and James says that he whose faith wavereth will not receive anything of The Lord (James 1:6-7). 
Believers understand that there is no guarantee that we can get anything we want simply by asking Jesus and believing. God promised to supply our needs and does not grant requests that would hurt us or others or that violate his own nature or will. This statement by Jesus should not be seen as a blank check. For this statement to be fulfilled in our lives, our requests must be in harmony with the principles of God’s Kingdom. The stronger our faith and deeds of faith are in line with the will of God, the more likely our prayers will be granted.
God speaks to believers through His written Word; believers speak to God through prayer. Effective prayer must follow the laws or principles that undergird it: (1) a right relationship to God through Jesus Christ. God promises to answer the prayers of believers. He does not promise to answer the prayers of unbelievers, although he may do so by common grace; (2) a genuine desire to secure from God the petition addressed to him (1 Sam. 1:10, 11; 2 Kings 19:14-19; Luke 11:5-10); (3) a confidence in God that leads to asking in simple trust (7:7-11; James 4:2); (4) a faith that believes that God is able and willing to answer (Heb. 11:1; 1 John 5:14, 15); and (5) the confident acceptance of the answer before it has come (Mark 11:24).

23-23. Jesus’ question about the baptism of John was very relevant, it implied that John’s authority was divine and so was his own. If his enemies denied John’s authority they would risk offending the people who believed John had divine authority. And if they affirmed his authority, then they should regard Jesus as having divine authority because John declared that Jesus did come from God and had authority. Jesus by his answer had them on the horns or a dilemma.

The story of the two sons in the vineyard was meant to show the spiritual stupidity of the ecclesiastical leaders who refused to say that John’s baptism was of God, even the lowly publicans and the harlots knew the story and accepted it as true. 
The parable of the wicked farmer tenants (husbandmen) was applied to the nation of Israel for this rejection of God’s Messiah. Jesus warned of the dire consequences of this decision—not only were they to be cast out; their inheritance was to be given over to Gentiles, who were offered the kingdom they had rejected.

In Jesus’ day, as in ours, people looked for the outward sign of authority—education, title, position, connections. But Jesus’ authority came from who he was, not from any outward superficial trappings. As followers of Jesus Christ, God has given us authority—we can confidently speak and act on his behalf because we are his children and he has authorized us to do so. 
In the parable of the two sons, the son who said he would obey and then didn’t represented the people of Israel in Jesus’ day. They said they wanted to do God’s will, but they constantly disobeyed his commandments and had set up their own man made laws. It is dangerous to pretend to obey God when our hearts are far from him, because God knows our true intentions. Our actions must match our words. The main elements of this parable are (1) the householder—God (2) the vineyard—Israel (3) the husbandmen—the Jewish religious leaders, (4) the householder’s servants—the prophets and priests who remained faithful to God and preached to Israel, (5) the son—Jesus Christ.
“The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner; this is the Lord’s doing and it is marvelous in our eyes?” This verse, taken from Psalm 118: 22, refers to a stone for the temple that was discarded when no place could be found for it. Then it was discovered that it was the chief cornerstone of the building. The rejection of the stone by the builders exemplified the abuse to the son of the owner by the husbandmen and the abuse heaped on Jesus by the nation of Israel when he came to them from his Father. Jesus uses this metaphor to show that this stone can affect people in different ways, depending on how they relate to it (Isa. 8:14, 15: 38:16; Dan. 2:34, 44, 45). Ideally they will build on it; many however, will trip over it. And at the last judgment God’s enemies will be crushed by it. Jesus Christ, the “building block,” will in the end become the “crushing stone.” Jesus today offers mercy and forgiveness, and promises judgment later. My friends please do not wait to make the choice to follow Jesus Christ today.
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