Sabbath Day Sermon of August 30, 2014
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

God’s Judgment on Polytheism
Isaiah Chapter 44
At the beginning of the chapter, the prophecy proclaimed Jacob as the Lord’s servant, and Israel the one that he has chosen.  The Lord encourages everyone he has chosen for himself. As he had chosen Israel, so has he chosen everyone who today is in Jesus Christ.  Jesus says that “no one can come to him, except it were given to him or her by his Father” (John 6: 65). If so, then everyone that has come to Jesus Christ was chosen and sent to him by his Father. Now you know why you are a Christian, and all those who believe and trust in his name. If you have not come to Jesus yet, could it be that God is calling you and you have not answered his call or that you have refused to answer to his call to return to him?
Jesurun “the upright one” is a poetic name for Israel (Deuteronomy 32:15; 33:5, 26).  In other words, a true Israelite is one that is upright, not because he or she was born a Hebrew; for flesh and blood shall not inherit the Kingdom of heaven (1 Corinthians 15:50) . Again, two great truths are abundantly made out in the beginning verses:  That the people of God are a happy people, especially upon account of the covenant that is between them and God. The people of Israel were so as a figure or a type of the gospel Israel, that is, all the people who would come to know and serve the Almighty God. Three things complete their happiness: The covenant-relations wherein they stand to God.  Israel is here called Jeshurun—the upright one; for those only, like Nathanael, are Israelites at heart indeed, in whom is no guile, and those only shall have the everlasting benefit of these promises (John 1:47).
“Therefore hear, O Jacob! hear these comfortable words; therefore fear not, O Jacob! fear not thy troubles,” for by the pardon of sin the property of them too is altered. Now the relations wherein those who serve God stand to him are very encouraging.  They are his servants; and those that serve him he will own and stand by and see that not harm comes to them. They are his chosen, and he will abide by his choice; he knows those that are his, and those whom he has chosen he takes under special protection. They are his creatures. He made them, and brought them into being; he formed them, and cast them into shape; he began betimes or early with them, for he formed them from the womb; and therefore he will help them overcome their difficulties and help them in their services. The covenant-blessings which he has secured to them are theirs. 
Those that are sensible of their spiritual wants, and the insufficiency of the creature to supply them, shall have abundant satisfaction in God: “I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, that thirsts after righteousness; he shall be filled” says the Lord.  Water shall be poured out to those who truly desire spiritual blessings above all the delights of sense. Those that are barren as the dry ground shall be watered with the grace of God, with floods of that grace, and God will himself give the increase. If the ground be ever so dry, God has floods of grace to water it.  The water God will pour out is his Spirit (John 7:39), which God will pour out without measure upon the seed, that is, Jesus Christ (Galatians 3:16 ), and by measure upon all the seed of the faithful, upon all the praying wrestling seed of Jacob, (Luke 11:13). This is the great New-Testament promise, that God, having sent his servant Jesus Christ, and upheld him, will send his Spirit to uphold us (Joel 2:28, 29). This gift of the Holy Ghost is the great blessing God had reserved the plentiful effusion or outpouring of the Holy Spirit for the latter days: “I will pour my Spirit,” that is, my blessing; for where God gives his Spirit he will give all other blessings.
“I will pour my Spirit upon thy seed.” God waters dry ground with his Spirit. The Spirit was given without measure to Jesus and by measure to those who are in Jesus. Every believer is sealed and indwelt by the Holy Spirit upon conversion. But not all believers have the fullness of the Spirit. Being filled with the Spirit is the blessing of blessings; from it God’s people derive their power for witness and service. Winning people for Jesus Christ require that one to have had the infilling of the Holy Spirit.
6-18. Our redeemer is the first and the last. He is self-existent and self-sufficient. He is from everlasting, that is, before there were any worlds. And he shall be when the world is no more. No one could foretell what would happen in the years ahead except God who, by his prophets, announced many things hundreds of years before they came to pass. God challenges anyone who thinks himself to be god or prophet to do this. Thus Scripture itself avers or asserts that the prophetic word offers the clearest evidence to the unbeliever’s mind that God is God.

The hour has come when all the faithful of God should be proud of belonging to God. If you are truly God’s you should be unashamed and delighted to let everyone know about your relationship with him. Here Isaiah describes how people make their own gods. How absurd to make a god from the same tree that gives firewood. Do we make our own gods more, fame, or power? If we make a god of our own choosing, we deceive ourselves.  We cannot expect it to empower our lives. 

Idolatry is more than the making of images that people worship. It often consists, not only in graven images, but in the mind and heart, when God is put out and in his place other things are substituted. People sometimes worship the intellect, or place the material things of life above the spiritual. Whatever drives out God from your heart is idolatry. A sophisticated, secular, and sensate culture needs to be aware of this new form of idolatry. Whoever makes graven images or who imagines them in their heart and mind should let them stand up and plead their case. It will then be seen that they are like a mirage in the desert; the works of men.
19-23.  We observe here that it is from the same wood of the same tree people make idols, cook their food, or warm their houses, that then they fail down and worship before the same piece of wood, imagining they have created a god. Anyone that can make a god is greater than the god he or she makes, for he or she existed before the god he or she just made. God said that we should serve our Creator. Idolaters do the opposite, serving or worshiping what they have made, rather than God who made them. Our Creator paid the price to set us free from our sins against him. By contrast, no idol ever created anybody, and no idol can redeem us from our sins.
24-27. No greater claims can be made than those contained in these verses. God made all things at first and continues to make things at this pleasure. “All beings, power, life, motion, and perfection, are from God.” He had no need for anyone to advise him or assist him. The extent of his power is boundless. And nothing is too hard for the Father who made the world. Even fetus: a human being or animal in the later stages of development before it is born is God’s creation; thus, all human life comes from him and belongs to him from the moment of conception. Now it should be clear enough to all who are unsure that suicide or abortion is murder.  Because God is truth, he is the standard for all teachings. We can always trust his Word as absolute truth. His Word is completely accurate, and against it we can measure all other teachings. If you are unsure about a teaching, test it against God’s Word. God condemned the false prophets because they gave advice opposite to his. Therefore, if what you hear or are thinking contradicts the Word of God, it is Mr. Sin, that is, Satan that is speaking and trying to deceive you.
Here we have the duty which Jacob and Israel, then in captivity, were called to, that they might be qualified and prepared for the deliverance designed for them. Our first care must be to learn and get it real good, the things we are supposed to learn by our afflictions, because it is only after we have learned the lessons would we then hope to get out of them. The duty is expressed in two words: “Remember and return,” as in the counsel to Ephesians, (Revelation 2:4, 5). "Remember these, O Jacob! Remember what thou hast been told of the folly of idolatry, and let the convictions thou art now under be ready to thee whenever thou art tempted to that sin. Remember that thou art my servant, and therefore must not serve other masters.’’  Return unto me. It ought to be the great concern of those who have backslidden from God to hasten their return to him; and this is that which God Almighty calls all to do when they are in affliction, and when he is returning to them in a way of mercy. The favors which Jacob and Israel, then in captivity, were assured of; and what is here promised to them upon their remembering and returning to God is in a spiritual sense promised to all that in like manner would return to God. It is a very comfortable word, for more is implied in it than is expressed "O Israel! thou shalt not be forgotten of me, though for the present thou seemest to be so.’’ Do you think that when you begin to remember God he will begin to remember you? No! it is God Almighty that remembers you first. 
Now understand that the grounds upon which God’s favorable intentions to his people wherever they may be are built and on which they might build their expectations from him. He will deliver them out of captivity; for they are his servants, and therefore he has a just quarrel with those that detain them. If you are thinking, well I am not in any sort of captivity, understand that it is your sin that is your captor. It is your sin that has placed you in captivity, that is, under the ruler-ship of your enemy, but your Father in heaven wants you freed. So God gives a command to Mr. Sin, saying to Satan “Let my people go, that they may serve me.” Your Father in heaven has done more than you can imagine freeing you from your debt to Mr. Sin, which is Satan. God sent his Son Jesus Christ, who actually is your exalted senior brother to come and get you out from your enclave. So what do you say, won’t you obey and return to your Father in heaven today? If you ask how? Call to Jesus today and speak to him in your own words, because he is alive, he will find a way for you; he will save you and give you eternal life.
The servants of the King of kings are under special protection, and you will be if you will call to Jesus today and ask him to save you.  He formed his redeemed into a people, formed them from the womb. From the first beginning of their increase into a nation of saints and are under his particular care and government, more than any other people; the national constitution of the faithful was of his framing, and his covenant with them was the charter by which his Church was incorporated. They are his, and he will save them. He has redeemed them formerly, has many a time redeemed them out of great distress, out of great inquisitions, and he is still the same, in the same relation to them, has God the same concern for all his faithful children. "Therefore return unto me, for I have redeemed thee” says the Lord. This is what the Lord has done in the death and resurrection of his son Jesus Christ, that those who have received him, he has given the authority to be called children of the Almighty God for ever.
28. Isaiah prophesied that the temple would be rebuilt under Cyrus.  He prophesied from about 740-681 B.C., and had called Cyrus by name almost one hundred and fifty years prior to the fulfillment of his ruling 559-530 B.C. Cyrus read this prophecy and was so moved that he carried it out all what the Lord said he would have him do in the prophecy. Cyrus decree to let the Israelites go was given approximately 538 B.C. (Ezra 1:1, 2; 6:3).  Isaiah also predicted that Jerusalem would fall more than 100 years before it happened (586 B.C., and that the Temple will be rebuilt about 200 years before it happened. The building was to become known as the second temple and was used by the Judeans until Jerusalem fell to the Romans in 70 A.D., because that system of worship was put to an end by God in fulfillment of Jesus’ words (Matthew 24:2). It is clear these prophecies came from a God who knows the future.
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