Sabbath Day Sermon of December 17, 2011.

By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

The Sabbath Healing of the Deformed Hand

Mark Chapter 3

Reading the New Testament from cover to cover, critically, we find the Sabbath referred to not less than sixty-one times. We find, too, that the Lord Jesus Christ invariably selected the Sabbath (Saturday) to teach in the synagogues and work miracles. The four Gospels refer to the Sabbath (Saturday) fifty-one times. In one instance Jesus our Lord Jesus Christ refers to Himself as "the Lord of the Sabbath," as mentioned by Matthew and Luke, but during the whole record of His life, whilst invariably keeping and utilizing the Sabbath day (Saturday), He never once hinted at a desire to change it. Therefore, Sabbath day as instituted by The Lord God Almighty as a day for us to worship him is a day for doing good things: to save life, not to do evil or to kill. 
Again, in verse 1 of this chapter we read that Jesus entered into the synagogue on a Sabbath day. In other words, Jesus with his disciples went to Church on the Sabbath day, and there was a man in the pew with a withered or deformed hand. And they watched him. Who watched him? The Pharisees watched him; they were not there to worship, but to watch him to see if he would do good by healing someone on the Sabbath day. This time it was the man with a deformed hand; so they might accuse him for doing good on the Sabbath day. Jesus knowing what was in their heart, told the man with a deformed hand to stand up, and he posed a general question to the audience saying, “Is it lawful to do good on the Sabbath days, or to do evil? To save live, or to kill? Of course, they knew he was right, and that it was lawful to do good deeds on the Sabbath day, so they had nothing to say against what they knew he was about to do which was to do good deeds on the Sabbath day, to save life, to heal a sick man. 
When Jesus looked around the audience to see if anyone had anything to say, but got no response or a challenge to his question, he said to the man with a withered hand to stretch his hand. The man stretched forth his hand, and he was instantaneously healed. As always, when Jesus heals, no rehabilitation or physical therapy session was needed. No doubt the audience must have praised The Lord for what they had witnessed, but not the religious and the political leaders of the land who were in the audience and saw the miracle.
So as it was expected of the Pharisees, they couldn’t wait to report Jesus to the high priest where they took counsel together with the political party of Herod’s dynasty, how they might destroy him. Both the Herodians and the Pharisees had joined forces against Jesus Christ, whom they considered their greatest enemy. However, the only question here was whether it was right or wrong to heal on the Sabbath day. Such an “act of mercy” was not forbidden in the Law, but because of their hatred for Jesus, they used this healing against him. They called saving a life an “act of work” on the Sabbath day, which they said was wrong.
Thereafter, Jesus and his disciples left the area and went toward the Sea of Galilee, and who followed him? A great multitude followed him from Galilee, and from Judea. There were people from Jerusalem, Idumaea or Edom, from Jordan and from other parts of today’s Lebanon: Sidon and Tyre. These people heard of what great miracles he did and came to learn and be healed at his feet. So it was not the people that did not like what Jesus was doing, but it was the religious and political leaders who hated him and what he stood for which was to do good things.
vv.11-13. Unclean spirits, i.e., “demons.” These demons knew about Jesus Christ and were aware of his divine sonship; nevertheless, they were not and cannot be saved. Once again we see that Jesus commanded the demons to shut their mouth, the fact that it is not what we say that prove our regeneration, it is what we do (James 2:12-20; John 14:15-24). There are lots of people like that today who profess faith in all doctrines of the Christian faith without being regenerated.
The unclean spirits knew that Jesus was God’s Son, but they refused to turn from their evil purposes, just like most people who are possessed by them even in our day. Knowing about Jesus or even believing that he is God’s son, does not guarantee salvation. You must also want to follow and obey him (James 2:17).
Jesus warned the unclean spirits not to make him known as Messiah, because he did not want them to reinforce a popular misconception.  The huge crowds were looking for a political and military leader who would free them from Rome’s control, and they thought the Messiah prophesied by the Old Testament prophets would be this kind of man. Jesus wanted to teach the people about the kind of Messiah he really was; one who was far different from their expectations. His Kingdom is spiritual. It begins not with the overthrow of governments, but with the overthrow of sin in people’s hearts.
vv.14-22. Jesus had many followers. The twelve whom he chose were to become the apostles in the church after Pentecost. They were closet to him. From the beginning Jesus knew that Judas Iscariot would betray him, and yet he was given the opportunity to become part of the ministry of Jesus Christ, and the choice to be or not to be the one that will fulfill the prophecy of the Jesus’ betrayal in accord with the plan of God from whom nothing is hidden. If Judas had believed the Gospel of Jesus Christ or if had not committed suicide, he would have been named as one of the apostles of Jesus Christ. Because it was for sinners and those who have ambitious minds like his that Jesus came to save (Matt. 2:17).  Judas was later replaced by Mathias (Acts 1:26). Paul was also called by God to be an apostle.
Some have wondered why Jesus chose 12 disciples. The number 12 corresponds to the 12 tribes of Israel (Matt. 19:28), showing the continuity between the original religion of the Israelites as was delivered to them by Moses and the new or reconstituted one based on Jesus’ message (John 5:45-46,47). Many people followed Jesus, but these 12 received the most intense training. We see the impact of these men throughout the rest of the New Testament.
With the crowd pressing in on him, Jesus didn’t even take time to eat. Because of this, his friends and family came to take him (3:31, 32), thinking he had gone “over the edge” as a religious fanatic. They were concern for him, but they missed the point of his ministry. Even those who were closest to Jesus were slow to understand who he was what he came to do.

The Pharisees could not deny Jesus’ miracles and supernatural power. They refused to believe that his power was from God, however, because then they would have had to accept him as the Messiah. Their pride would not let them do that. So in an attempt to destroy Jesus popularity among the people, they accused him of having power from Satan. Jesus reply “How can Satan cast out Satan,” showed that their argument did not make sense.
It is true God permits Satan to work on earth, but God is still in control. Jesus, because he is God, and has power over Satan; he is able to cast out devils and end their terrible work in people’s lives. One day Satan will be bound forever (Rev. 20:10).
vv. 23-30. Blaspheming the Holy Spirit is the unpardonable sin. It consists in the constant, conscious, deliberate, and malicious rejection of the Holy Spirit’s witness to Jesus Christ’s deity and his power to save. Inasmuch as only the Holy Spirit can convince and convert sinners, any final rejection of his witness and wooing makes it impossible for such a person to be saved. Christians sometimes wonder if they have committed the unpardonable sin of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. Believers need not worry for no one that is born again, would knowingly commit this sin. This sin is committed when someone attributes to the devil the work of the Holy Spirit. It reveals a heart attitude of unbelief and un-repentance. Deliberate and ongoing rejection of the work of the Holy Spirit is blasphemy because it is rejecting God himself. The Pharisees were guilty of blasphemy when they saw the miracles and looked Jesus in the face and accused him of being possessed by Satan.
vv. 31-35. Here Jesus’ mother Mary (Luke 1:30, 31), and his brothers the children Mary and Joseph had after Jesus. The Roman Catholic Religion, in their so called ancient traditional doctrine would have you believe that Jesus was Mary’s only child. But the Scriptures tell a different story, because from these Scripture passages we read about Jesus’ brothers and sisters (John 7:1-5, 10; Mark 6:3; 3:31; Mathew 13:55, 56; John 2:12; Matt. 12:46; Acts 1:14). The idea of Joseph being a widower, and that these other children were by his first wife is Roman Catholic theology and it is not found any where in the Bible. The doctrine behind these false teachings by the Catholic Religion is to keep Mary a perpetual virgin in the minds of those who don’t read their bibles; just as Isis in pagan religions is believed to be a virgin forever even after she had Horus. 
We see that Jesus family did not yet fully understand his ministry as can be seen in verse 21. Jesus explained that in our spiritual family, the relationships are ultimately more important and longer lasting than those formed in our physical families. God family is open and does not exclude anyone. Although Jesus cared for his mother and his brothers as commanded in the Law, he also cared for all those who loved him. Jesus did not show partiality, he allowed everyone the privilege obeying God and becoming part his world. In our increasingly computerized, impersonal world, warm relationships among members of God’s family take on major importance. The Church can give loving personalized care that many people find nowhere else.
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