Sabbath Day Sermon of December 11, 2010
By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

The Opening of the Seventh Seal

Revelation Chapter 8

In this scene John in his vision of the revelation of Jesus Christ, sees the Lamb open the seventh seal and then there was silence in heaven. The silence here means that there is an interruption for a short time. John thought that the silence lasted for about thirty minutes of our time. The contents of the seventh seal will be revealed to John shortly. But the end will not come until they have been made known to the church of Jesus Christ. 
The seven trumpets and seven bowls constitute the contents of the seventh seal concerning the incense offering. The incense used on this altar was made of frankincense, salt, and equal parts of galbanum, stacte, and onycha. This comprised holy incense, and was not to be used for non-worship of God purposes. The burning of the incense was to honor God, and represented prayer (Ex. 30:1). In Rev. 5:8 and 8:3, 4, the burning incense or perfume is said to represent the prayers of the saints. In Luke 1:10 we read that it was at the hour of prayer and incense, that the angel appeared to Zacharias to tell him that his prayer had been heard and that John would be conceived in the womb of his elderly wife Elizabeth. The meaning of the seven trumpets is plan. They constitute the divine judgments of Almighty God against sinful men in the world, before the return of [Yeshua] Jesus. These will occur at the end of the age and are only partial. A third of the people of the earth are affected.  The trumpets judgments, like the seal judgments, are only partial; God’s final and complete judgment has not yet come.
In verses 3, 4. A censer filled with live coals was used in Temple worship. Incense was poured on the coals, and the sweet-smelling smoke drifted upwards, symbolizing believers’ prayers ascending to God (Ex. 30:7-9). It appears that the combination of the fire and the coals in the censer, the much given incense, the smoke from the incense which is the prayers of the saints were used for the judgment of the people of the earth. The voices of the trumpet proclaim judgment of God on all those who had rejected the gospel of Jesus Christ and did as they wilt in their sinful lives. The trumpets blasts have three purposes, (1) to warn that judgment is certain, (2) to call the forces of good and evil to battle, and (3) to announce the return of the King, the Messiah. These warnings urge us to make certain our faith is firmly rooted on the Lord Jesus Christ. The thunderings and lightenings represent the power of God as it destroys all oppositions: principalities and powers. 
The first four sounding trumpets concern God’s judgment on the natural elements: the earth, the sea, and rivers, and the heavenly bodies (including the stars, the sun, and the moon).
The events connected with the trumpets judgments seem to parallel some of those connected with God’s judgments on the Egyptian just before Israel was delivered from its bondage to Pharaoh. The events connected with the second trumpet recall the first plague of God against Egypt when the Nile became blood (Ex. 7:17-25).

The events connected with the third trumpet are similar to the experience the Israelites had with the bitter waters of Marah (Exodus 15:23). But here the sweet waters are made bitter, whereas at Marah the bitter water was made sweet. The result of the fourth trumpet is like the ninth plague of God on Egypt, when darkness came. Here is a partial judgment by way of warning and not for destruction. 

The events connected with the fourth trumpet are judgment, something the earth had never ever experienced until now. The call out to God by the martyrs in Rev. 6:10, “how long dost thou not judge and avenge our blood?” Believers, too, do cry out to God as we see the world’s wickedness “How long?” Here in verse 13 the judgment comes at last. The third part of the sun, moon, and stars were destroyed and a third of daylight and night-time was gone from the third part of the earth. This was followed by this shout by an angel saying, “Woe, woe, woe” to the inhabitants of the earth; those who had rejected the gospel message of salvation, to warn them of the remaining three trumpets and the greater judgments they will bring upon them.
Believers may be distressed, desperate and impatient, but God has his plan and his timing, and, he is never late. Believers must learn to trust him to know what is best for us. Vengeance is the Lord’s; it is coming—we are sure of it for the Word of God tells us so. Believers ought to thank God for the time he has given us to turn from sin. People of God therefore, should use the available time to work to help others come to Jesus Christ before it is too late for them to get saved.
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