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By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

The Second Interlude: The Eating of the Little Book

Revelation Chapter 10

In this scene of John’s vision of the revelation of Jesus Christ, John sees a mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed with a cloud, and a rainbow over his head; the rainbow denoting a sign to all that as in the days of Noah God will keep his promises (Dan 10:13; Gen 9:17).  The complete description John gives here of this angel resembles the account of the Lord Jesus’ glory as they appear in the first three Gospels. Each description contains unique details. This angel John sees seemed to match the description we have of the Lord Jesus in Rev. 1:15. So this mighty angel could be none other but The Lord Jesus himself with the little book in His hand. When the Lord spoke it sounded to John like it was a shout or a loud cry because the sound of the Lord’s voice filled the whole universe. The purpose of this mighty angel is clear—to announce the final judgments on the earth. There was an interlude before the seventh seal was broken.  
v. 4. In the book of Revelation we see two scrolls. The first contains a revelation of judgments against evil (5:1). The contents of the second scroll are not indicated, but it also may contain a revelation of judgment and or believers rewards. Throughout history people have wanted to know what the future holds, and God purposefully, reveals some of it in this book; I believe it is to encourage his children to hold on until relieved. The seven thunders spoken of here are a mystery to us. Since they are sealed; it is useless for us to conjecture what they mean. John is about to write what he has just seen and heard from the seven thunders, but was forbidden from revealing certain parts of his vision. We do recall Daniel wanting to know the meaning of a vision he was given, but was told they are not to be revealed yet to everyone (Dan 12:9). Also, Jesus told his disciples that the time of the end is known by no one but our Father in heaven (Mark 13:32, 33). 

When God in Jesus came down to earth, he revealed himself to us more than enough, and in the book of revelations he has revealed all we need to know to live for him now. In our desire to be ready for the end, we must not place more emphasis on speculation about the last days than on living for God while we wait.  
John sees the mighty angel (The Lord) standing with one leg on the sea and the other on the earth (Dan 12:7), and he lifted up his hand to heaven declaring the end of time and the end of all things; which indicates that his words deal with all creation, not just a limited part as with the seal and trumpet judgments. The end of all things is only known to the Father. So what God does Jesus knows, and it is only one person who is able to declare the end of all things, The Lord Jesus Christ.
v.7. The mystery of God: This is something previously concealed from us but not to be revealed and made plain. It appears that this denotes the purpose of God to consummate history, solve the problems of men and nations, and bless the world by the fulfillment of God’s redemptive purpose. Now, before the seventh trumpet sounds, there is another interlude. In it John eats a small open book, which seems to indicate that more has been revealed to him than he is permitted to disclose, it is followed by the story of the two witnesses.
Before the consummation there will be a time of great suffering for the people of God. The little scroll is to be eaten by John. It will taste sweet in his mouth, but it will be bitter in his stomach. Prophet Ezekiel also had a vision in which he was told to swallow a scroll filled with judgments against the nation of Israel. It was sweet in his mouth, but its contents brought destruction—just like the scroll John was told to eat. God’s Word is sweet to believers because it brings encouragement, but it rumbles the belly in fear for the sake of those in disobedience because of the coming judgment we must pronounce on unbelievers. However, this little scroll is not the end of God’s revelation. There is still more to be given to John for his benefit and for all believers in Jesus Christ.

God was not intentionally keeping his plan secret, but it is that his plan for the world could not be understood until Jesus have come, died for the sins of the world and resurrected. God’s purpose for sending Jesus has always been to unite the lost sheep of the house of Israel and the Gentiles in one body with Jesus as the head (John 10:14-16). When God’s plan for human history is completely revealed, all prophecy will be fulfilled; then will he gather all believers to be with him forever. 
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