Sabbath Day Sermon of December 3, 2011
By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop
The Opening Events of Jesus Christ’s Ministry

Mark Chapter 1

Mark begins with the gospel of Jesus Christ, who had John the Baptist as his forerunner and herald. Mark says nothing about Jesus’ ancestry and genealogy to Abraham or to Adam; He says nothing about the birth of Jesus Christ. Nor does he do what John did—give us information about the pre-incarnate Jesus Christ, the Logos (or, Word). Mark was not an apostle and much of what he says appears in Matthew or in Luke. His testimony when added to that of the apostles, gives added witness to the truth of the Old and New Testament. Whether his Gospel preceded or followed Mathew’s is of no great significance. No doubt John Mark was around Jesus and His disciples a lot, and he was actually in the garden of Gethsemane the night Judas betrayed Jesus (Mk. 14:50-52).
Mark began his gospel saying nothing about Jesus’ birth, because important Roman officials and the people of his day were always preceded by an announcer or herald. When the herald arrived in town, the people knew that someone of prominence would soon arrive. Of course, Mark’s audience was primarily Christians under the political rule of Rome; he began his book with John the Baptist, the one whose mission it was to announce the coming of Jesus, the most important man who ever lived. It seemed though that people of Mark’s day would have been less interested in Jesus birth than in his herald; so Mark chose to begin his gospel with the story of the forerunner and herald.
Mark was not one of the 12 disciples of Jesus, but he probably new Jesus Personally. He wrote his Gospel in the form that portrays Jesus as a man who backs his words with actions that constantly prove who he is-- the Son of God. Mark no doubt wrote his Gospel for Christians in Rome the capital city of the Roman world at the time, where many god’s were worshipped, he wanted his readers to know that Jesus is that King true Son of God.
Jesus came at a time in history when the entire civilized world appeared to be relatively peaceful under Roman iron rule, travel was easy, and there was a common language. The news about Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection could spread quickly throughout the vast Roman Empire. Based on the Scriptures, there was no doubt that in Israel, ordinary men and women were ready for Jesus, too. There had been no God sent prophets for 400 years, since the days of Malachi (who wrote the last book of the Old Testament). There was growing anticipation that a great prophet, or the Messiah mentioned in the Old Testament would soon come (Luke 3:15; Deut. 18:15-19).

My message. i.e., John the Baptist; examining Jesus’ statement, in which he said, “Of all men ever born, none shines more brightly than John the Baptist,” yet little is known about his life. Aside from Scripture, only Josephus, the Jewish historian, says anything about him. Scripture tells us he was the son of Elizabeth and Zacharias. He was six months older than Jesus. He was born in an unnamed town in the hill country of Judah. Little is saith of his early life. He was the foreunner who announced the coming of the Messiah, and his ministry was prophetic. He preached about the coming Kingdom, stressing repentance and confession of sin. He baptized Jesus. Herod imprisoned him in 28 A.D because he preached against Herod’s marriage to his brother Philip’s wife, Herodias. Herodias and her daughter Salome forced Herod to behead John (Mk. 6:14).
vv.4-11. For the remission of sin, i.e., “so that God could forgive them.” The baptism of John, which certainly confirmed the need of repentance and the promise of the forgiveness of sins, was not full Christian baptism. John’s baptism was a sign of repentance from sin only, not a sign of new life in Jesus Christ.  The true Christian Church did not yet exist; and John did not baptize in the name of the Trinity, although one could say that the three were present each time John baptized someone. If John baptized in the name of the Father, we might conclude that the three were present because they are never separate. If John appeared not to have baptized with the Holy Spirit as some have said, it was because it had not yet been given and whose time of dispensation had not come? The fact that John may not have used the term Trinity does not mean God was not in his work, it is just that it had not been declared.  Jesus had to come before the three persons in the Trinity were made know to the us.  To receive the Holy Spirit today, Jesus says to keep his commandments if you really love him, and when he is convinced that you do love him, then will he ask the Father to give you the Holy Spirit (John 14:15-17). Paul and Apollos came across several disciples of John who had been baptized with the baptism of repentance and where re-baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus before laying hands on them to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts. 19:2-4). Like Apollos they needed further instruction on the message and ministry of Jesus Christ. Like most Christians today, they believe in Jesus Christ as the Messiah, but they do not understand the significance of the death and resurrection or the work of the Holy Spirit. If you are like one of these Christians, understand that becoming a Christian involves turning from sin also known as repentance and turning to Jesus Christ.
The purpose of John’s preaching was to prepare people to accept Jesus as God’s Son. When John challenged the people to confess sins individually, he signaled the start of a new way to relate to God. Obtaining forgiveness of sins will no longer obtained through animal sacrifice, but by direct appeal to the Father in heaven through his Son Jesus. If you are reading this message, and you are wondering why the Gospel message does not appeal to you, it could be that change is needed in your life before you can hear and understand Jesus’ message. You have to admit that you need forgiveness before you can accept it. To prepare to receive Jesus Christ, repent. Denounce the world’s dead-end attractions, sinful temptations, and harmful attitudes. 

The statement by Jesus that John came neither eating nor drinking, he came clothed in camel’s hair, practicing mortification of the flesh. Men said he had a demon. Jesus came eating and drinking, and they said he was a wine-bidder and glutton. Jesus was pointing out that it makes no difference what way the righteous come or how they conduct themselves—they will be misunderstood and rejected.
The latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose, i.e., “I am not even worthy to be his slave.” John described his assignment as that of baptizing with water; “but he shall baptize you with the Holy Spirit,” he says. John, although he was the first genuine prophet in 400 years, Jesus the Messiah would be infinitely greater than he. John was pointing out how insignificant he was compared to the one who was coming. Luke mentions the imprisonment of John before he mentions the baptism of Jesus by John. He does this to finish the story about John, although his imprisonment occurred one year after the baptism of Jesus.
vv. 12-20. The baptism of Jesus marks the obvious presence of the Trinity. The Father spoke by acknowledging Jesus as His Son. The Holy Spirit alighted on Jesus in the form of a dove. This event marked the beginning of the public ministry of Jesus Christ.  On the temptation of Jesus, he is said to be led by the Holy Spirit. As the people of God, we have the same right to be led by the Holy Spirit. When we have been so led, we can rest in the confidence that we are safe in the will of God and that we will be sustained and helped by the divine power that is available to us. Jesus was tempted by the devil, but he never sinned. It was possible for Jesus Christ to be tempted without sinning.  And the angels ministered unto him, because he resisted the evil. So do the angels minister to believers when they resist the Devil’s temptations. Angels are sent to do God’s will or communicate it to men and women and they constitute a high order of beings who stand in the presence of God. There also the wicked angels who, along with Satan fell from their first estate. 
To identify fully with human being, Jesus had to endure Satan’s temptations. Although Jesus is God, he is also man; being fully human, he was not exemptions from Satan’s attacks. Some have argued that God cannot take on the human flesh to visit his children he made in His image. Well the Scriptures prove them not only wrong, but liars, because in Genesis 18 God visited Abraham and had lunch in his tent. Again, the Scripture tells us that this is how you know the antichrist, i.e., “every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world” (1 John 4:2-3; 2:18, 22; 2John 1:7). 

Because Jesus faced temptations and overcame them, he can assist us in two important ways: (1) an example of how to face temptation without sinning, and (2) as a helper who knows just what we need, because he went through the same experience. Prayer is our approach to God, and we are to come “boldly unto the throne of grace.” Some Christians have the habit of approaching God meekly with heads hung, afraid to ask him to meet their needs. Others pray flippantly with little thought. We are to come with reverence, for he is our Father and King. But also we must come with bold assurance in Jesus Christ’s name, for he is our Friend and Counselor.  In his humanity he could have sinned, but did not. In his deity, however, it was impossible for him to sin. 
vv. 21-34. Here on the Sabbath Day Jesus straightway entered into the synagogue in Capernaum, and taught. The Jewish teachers often quoted from well known rabbis to give their words more authority. But Jesus did not have to do that. Since he is The Lord, he knew exactly what the Scriptures said and meant, because it was written of Him.  Jesus was the ultimate authority. In the synagogue that Sabbath day was a man with an unclean spirit; the unclean spirit knew at once that Jesus was the Son of God. Unclean spirits, or demons, are evil spirits ruled by Satan. They work to tempt people to sin. This is Jesus’ first contact with a demon-possessed person. No appeal is made to him to do anything either by the man who was possessed or by those attending the synagogue to which he had gone on the Sabbath Day. The demon itself challenged Jesus, who promptly exorcised it by saying, “Hold thy peace, and come out of him.” The demon did so, and with marked dispatch. The bystanders got the message; even the demons obey the Son of God. Mark, by including this event in his Gospel, was establishing Jesus’ credentials, showing that even the spiritual underworld recognized Jesus as the Messiah.
Some have wondered why Jesus didn’t want the devils to reveal who he was. (1) By commanding the devils to remain silent, he proved his authority and power over them and their master Satan (2) Jesus wanted the people to believe he was the Messiah because of what he said and did, not because of the devils’ words (3) He wanted to reveal his identity as the Messiah according to his timetable, not according to Satan’s timetable. But Satan wanted the people to follow Jesus for what they could get out of him, not because he was the Son of God. Satan was also trying to use the confessions of  his devils that Jesus is the Son of God, to deceive the simple minded as we see today in the false churches where the spirit of Chakra-Kundalini is being called the Holy Spirit, purposefully, in an attempt to compromise Paul’s statement in 1 Cor. 12:2).  However, Jesus by his foreknowledge of the works of Satan, made the statement we find in Matthew 7:21-23: “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? And in thy name have cast out devils? And in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” In other words, Jesus is more concerned about our walk of faith than our talk. He wants us to do right not just say the right words. What you do cannot be separated from what you believe. Jesus exposed those people who sounded righteous but had no personal relationship with him. At the Day of Judgment only our relationship with Jesus Christ, our acceptance of him as Savior and our obedience to him will matter. Today most people think that if they are “good” people and say good things, they will be rewarded with eternal life. In reality, faith in Jesus Christ is what will count at the judgment. Today is a day of salvation, but “that day” is the final day of reckoning when God will settle all accounts, judging sin and rewarding faith.
vv. 35-40. Here Jesus was Peter’s guest, when he found Peter’s mother-in-law sick of a fever; he healed her. Wherever Jesus Christ comes, he comes to do good. And he is sure to be of help to those who are quick enough to accept him into their lives. She was able to minister immediately after the healing, without a period of convalescence. As God, Jesus was prayed to; as man, he prayed to his Father in heaven. If Jesus needed to pray, so do we. He prayed long before daybreak. He chose a solitary place here no one could observe him and where there was no occasion for distraction. And when he was finished praying, he went back to his work. Prayer does not excuse us from our ordinary duties; rather, it should help us meet those obligations and provide us with power to make them not only bearable but a delight.
vv.40–45. And there came a leper to him, beseeching him, and kneeling down to him, and saying unto him, “If thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.” Jesus Christ as savior—his credentials are his miracles. The miracles testify to his person and his office. The scope of his miracles shows the magnitude as well as the breadth of his power and all that he hath been anointed to do (Isa. 61:1-15). Jesus is the Lord over disease; the Lord over nature, the Lord over death (John 11:13, 43), and the Lord over devils or demons (Mark 5: 12). Even the name of this disease leprosy, terrified people. But Jesus touched this leper. No one is too disgusting for God’s touch. In a sense, we are all lepers, because we have all been deformed by the ugliness of sin. But God, by sending his Son Jesus, has touched us, giving us the opportunity to be healed. So when you feel repulsed by someone, stop and remember how God feels about that person—and about you.
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