Sabbath Day Sermon of February 12, 2011

By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

The Fall of Babylon Prophesied

Revelation Chapter 17

In this chapter of John’s vision of the revelation of The Lord Jesus Christ, he paints a picture that graphically describes Babylon and the beast. John states what the relationship of the one is to the other and announces the impending destruction of both. The great harlot is Babylon with whom the kings of the nations of the earth have been committing fornication (idolatry). This woman is drunk with the blood of the saints and martyrs. This represents imperial Rome, a city marked by idolatry, cruelty, and godlessness. She is a persecutor of the true faith in Jesus Christ.
The destruction of Babylon mentioned in chapter 16:17-21 is now described in greater detail. The “great whore,” called Babylon, represents the early Roman Empire even today with its many gods and the blood of Christian martyrs on its hands. The waters she sits on stand for the nations of the earth who have been corrupted by this whore with her Babylonian religion and commercial code systems. The great whore represents the seductiveness of the governmental system as it uses immoral means to gain its own pleasure, prosperity, and advantage. In contrast to the whore, the bride of Jesus Christ, the true church, is pure and obedient. The wicked city of Babylon stands in contrast to the heavenly city of Jerusalem (21:10; 22:5).

Rome based on her entrenched idolatrous religion is easily identified with Babylon, but Babylon also symbolizes any system that is hostile to God.  The scarlet colored beast on which the woman rides on that is full of names of blasphemy is the dragon of chapter 12:3. In what colors is the whore arrayed? She is arrayed in those colors and possesses most of the world’s metals that are exclusively held by the pagan church of Rome. On her forehead are written words showing that she is The Mother of All Apostate Churches and Occult Religions. Again, it so happens that the Roman catholic church calls herself “the mother of all the apostate churches who say no to Sabbath Day worship, but yes to Sunday sun worship. The drunkenness shows her pleasure in her evil accomplishments including human sacrifices and her false feeling of triumph over the church. But every martyr who has fallen before her sword has only served to strengthen the faith of the church, while her cup is the more filled with the wrath of God toward her impending judgment and destruction in the hands of those she has deceived.
v. 7-8 In these verses the angel describes to John the relationship between the woman and the beast that ascended out of the bottomless pit. The beast has seven heads and ten horns. In verse 3 the woman was pictured as sitting on this beast. Here we discover the woman and the beast collaborating to rule the world. The phrase, “was, and is not, and yet is” means the beast was alive all the time, and because its activities were hidden it appeared to have died, but he has come back to life.  This resurgence of evil power will convince many to join forces with him, but those who choose the side of evil condemn themselves to the devil’s fate—eternal torment in the lake of fire. All those who would choose the side of evil at the resurgence of his evil power, do so because their names are no longer written in the book of life. The Book of Life: a register for all lives created by God. Therefore, as in the election of the saints, so each of us is responsible for our names remaining in the book of life or for being removed from it by our deeds in life.
But for those whose names are found still written in the book of life: those who remained faithful to God till the end are “clothed in white raiment” set apart for God and made pure. Jesus Christ promises future honor and eternal life to those who stand firm in their faith. The names of all believers are registered in the book of life. This book symbolizes God’s knowledge of who belongs to him. All such people are guaranteed a listing in the book of life and introduced to the hosts of heaven as belonging to Jesus Christ (Luke 12:8, 9)
v. 9-15. Here John says that only those who have the wisdom of God would know that he refers to Rome, the city for its seven hills. There are probably other cities around the world built on seven hills like Rome is, but which of these cities control the nations of the earth? There is none other but Rome that exclusively owns those colors of the beast and possesses an abundance of those precious metals described in these verses. It is Rome who sits over the nations of the earth, who imposes her authority over the nations through her fascist political and Babylonian religious systems.

This city also symbolizes all evil in the world, so is any person, religion, group, government, or structure that is against Jesus Christ. Initially there will be seven kings that will work with the beast, five of them will be dropped, seven sorts of government. Rome was governed by kings, consuls, tribunes, decemviri, dictators, emperors who were pagans and emperors who claimed to be Christians but were not. Five of these had reigned and gone (dropped) when this prophecy was written; one was then in being, that is, the pagan emperor; and the other, that is, the purported Christian emperor, was yet to come. This beast, the papacy, makes an eighth governor, who will perfect apostasy and shall control the whole world.  It appears that seven here symbolizes the apostate religious hierarchy in league with the political power symbolized by the ten horns. Whatever view is taken of the seven hills and seven kings, this verse indicates the climax of Satan’s endeavor against God and His church.
The ten horns represent kings of nations yet to arise. Rome will be followed by other powers. What is coming out of Rome today is the working of the Antichrist’s system as it continues to demand complete allegiance and ruling by temporal power, oppression, and slavery. Whoever the ten kings are, they will give their power to the Antichrist and will wage war against the Lamb of God.

v. 16. After the apostate Roman religious system has served the purpose of the beast, it will be cast down and destroyed by the beast that has for his purpose the destruction of true Christianity. But in a dramatic turn of events, Babylon (the apostate church) is destroyed by the beast with the help of the ten kings who shall received power as kings for one hour with the beast. The whore’s allies turn on her and destroy her.  She is made naked and desolate, and her flesh is eaten and the city burned by the nations she had deceived into worshiping the beast. This is how evil operates. Destructive by its very nature, it discards its own adherents when they cease to serve its purposes. An unholy alliance is an uneasy alliance because each partner puts its own interests first. The idolatrous religious system is overthrown by the beast, who is the man of sin, the son of perdition spoken of by Paul in 2Thess 2:3-4. If this is so, he will purpose to destroy true Christianity and require all men to worship him.
v. 17. In the mist of this great evil, God is using wicked men to accomplish divine purposes. God has supreme power and control. This man of sin with his power and miracles will deceive those who have refused to believe God’s truth. God gives people freedom to turn their backs on Him and believe Satan’s lies (2Thess. 2:11-12). If they say no to the truth, they will experience the consequences of their sin. All the forces of darkness on earth and hell are subject to Him, as he directs events toward the consummation of all things.
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