Sabbath Day Sermon of February 19, 2011

By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

Heaven Rejoices Over Babylon Fate

Revelation Chapter 18

In this scene of John’s vision of the revelation of Jesus Christ, he sees another angel come down from heaven, having a great power and glory. This angel cried with a very loud voice saying that Babylon is about to fall. In verses 4-8 God calls for his people to flee the city to avoid partaking in her sins and in her punishments. Its punishment is certain. The city of Babylon and the sins of her conclave consist of the secret societies and groups that are against the doctrine of Jesus Christ. The chapter shows the complete destruction of Babylon; John’s metaphorical name for the evil idolatrous world power and all it represents. Everything that tries to block God’s purposes will come to a violent end. 
We recall that the historical Babylon was both an evil city and an immoral empire, a world center for idol worship; just as it was used to judge the nations in its time, even Judah and Egypt, so it is being used to identify and judge the unrighteous. Where ever this Babylonian system is entrenched whether in Rome or in Jerusalem, it corrupts and destroys and it is always the worst enemy of the Church of Jesus Christ.
Babylon is guilty as charged. She is guilty of having corrupted the nations with her fornication (idolatry). Kings have shared in her wantonness and merchants have grown rich in their trade through her. She and all of them shall share her doom and be rewarded according to their works. 

Merchants in the Roman Empire grew rich by exploiting the sinful pleasures of their society. Many businesspeople today do the same thing. The Bilderberg Group and its businesses and governments in their operations are based on greed, money and power. Most people who lack the wisdom of God are tempted to take advantage of an evil system to enrich themselves. 
Christians are warned to stay away from the enchantment of money status, and the “good life.” Believers are to live according to the values Jesus Christ exemplified: service, giving, self-sacrifice, perseverance, obedience, and truth. 
v. 4-8. “Double unto the double according to her works”. She is to receive twice as much punishment as she deserves, and the extent of her punishment will be equal to the extent of her sin. God is not unjust even in punishment, and no one shall receive more than his or her sins deserve. But as for Babylon her punishment will be doubled because her evil works were double in nature. 
The people of Babylon lived in luxury and pleasure. The city boasted, “I sit a queen… and shall see no sorrow.” The powerful, wealthy people of this world in our time have the same attitude. They are financially comfortable often feel invulnerable, secure, and in control, feeling no need for God or anyone else. This is the more reason our leaders worship Lucifer because they know that only in their filth will the devil give them mammon. This kind of “do as thou wilt” attitude defies God, and his judgment against such will always be harsh. Believers are warned to avoid Babylon’s sins. Believers must not become complacent because they are financially secure; rather we are to use our resources to help others and advance God’s Kingdom.
v. 9-10. The kings of the earth lament over the fall of Babylon. They position themselves afar off, lest thy share the same fate. Those who are in control of various parts of the present occult economic system will mourn at Babylon’s fall. They will share that fate, for they show no sign of repentance, only a dirge of woe for fallen Babylon. The merchants weep and mourn over the judgment against Babylon. It is purely selfish because they would have acres of unsold merchandise. Babylon was their chief market, their patron; the occult world of commerce and its symbols that made them wealthy; in a single hour all is destroyed, their market perished. The third lamentation is heard from shipmasters whose maritime interests are impaired by the loss of Babylon. They looked on the smoke of her burning and cast dust in the air and on their heads in dismay and consternation. 
v.11-19. Those who trust and are tied to the world’s system will lose everything when it collapses. What they have worked for a lifetime to build up will be destroyed in one hour. Those who work only for material rewards will have nothing to show for it when they die or when their possessions are destroyed.  It is certain unbelievers would have nothing to take with them to appear before the great white throne of God. Christians on the other hand we would take with us our faith, our Christian character, and our relationships with other believers, and more importantly, our relationship with our Father in heaven.
This list of merchandise in verses 12 and 13 illustrates the extreme materialism of this society. Few of these goods are necessities while most are luxuries. The society portrayed here, which of course is similar to our present depraved society, had become so self-indulgent that people were willing to use evil means to gratify their desires. Look around us, people have become commodities—the “souls of men and women,” slaves, were sold to Babylon; today it is called human trafficking and sex slavery. Believers are not to live for money, because money will be worthless in eternity. Instead, we are to keep on guard constantly against greed, a sin that is always ready to take over our lives.
While the whole world mourns the loss of Babylon, all heaven rejoice that judgment has come at last. There is a pay day, and that day has come to Babylon and to all who trust in her system, as a mighty angel takes a huge millstone and drops it into the ocean. As that stone sinks to rise up no more and be seen of no one forever, so shall this happen to Babylon. All music will have been stalled. All commerce will have ceased. All lights will have gone out. All marriages and merry making will have ceased. All that will be left is the evidence against her; the bloodstains of the saints and the prophets who have been murdered. The voice of the bridegroom and of the bride shall be heard no more, i.e., there will no longer be any marriages, any more than music or commerce.
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