Sabbath Day Sermon of February 4, 2012

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Transfiguration

Mark Chapter 9

The account of Jesus Christ’ glory appears in the first three Gospels. Each description contains unique details. The event probably occurred on Mount Hebron. Moses and Elijah appeared in person and three of Jesus’ disciples witnessed their presence (Luke 9:23). Jesus may have singled out Peter, James, and John for this special revelation of his glory and purity because they were the ones most ready to understand and accept this great truth. These appear to be  the inner circle of the group of 12. Jesus Christ’s radiance was only a foretaste of his glory, but the event strengthened the disciples. They heard the voice of God from heaven (9:7). The sudden disappearance of Elijah and Moses, leaving only Jesus, meant that in him Old Testament prophecy and law were fulfilled. Peter never forgot that moment. He drew attention to the fact that he was an eyewitness of Jesus Christ’s splendor and glory (2 Pet. 1:6-18).
The transfiguration revealed Jesus Christ’s divine nature. God’s voice elevated Jesus above Moses and Elias or Elijah as the long awaited Messiah with full divine authority. Moses represented the Law, and Elijah the prophets. Their appearance showed Jesus as the fulfillment of both the Old Law and the prophetic promises. 

Jesus was not the reincarnation of Elijah or Moses, he was not merely one of the prophets. As God’s only Son, he far surpassed them in authority and power. Many voices try to tell us how to live and how to know God personally. Some of these are helpful in some ways, may are not. We must first listen to the Word of God in the Bible, and then evaluate all other authorities in light of God’s revelation.

Peter, James and John were instructed by Jesus not to speak about what they had seen to anyone, because they would not fully understand it until Jesus had risen from the dead. Then they would realize that only through dying could Jesus show his power over death and his authority to be King of all. The disciples were naturally confused about Jesus’ death and resurrection because they could not see into the future; for this reason they could not be powerful witnesses for God until they had grasped this truth. However, that should not be the case with believers today; for to us has God revealed his Word, the Bible, to give us the full meaning of Jesus’ death and resurrection. The generations after the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ have no excuse for their unbelief.
11-18. “Elias or Elijah must first come.” It was John the Baptist that Jesus spoke about in this verse, who had fulfilled the role prophesied for Elijah. It was difficult for the disciples to understand that their Messiah would have to suffer. It was generally believed among the Jews who studied the Old Testament prophecies that the Messiah would not only be a great king and would sit on the throne of David; but that he would overthrow the enemy, Rome. Their vision was limited to their own heart desires, and not according to the plan of God for the whole humanity to come to Him for their salvation through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Therefore,  it is groundless fancy; the true Elias, as well as the true Messiah promised, is come, and we are to look for no other. These words as it is written of him, refer not to their doing to him whatever they listed (that comes in a parenthesis), but only to his coming. He is come, and hath been, and done, according as was written of him. 

In verse the disciples could not cast the evil spirit because their faith was faltering, because in Mark 6:13, they had cast out devils while on their mission to the villages. The story goes to tell how difficult the battle with Satan can be sometimes, couple with ongoing struggles. Believers must remember that victory over sin and temptation comes through faith In Jesus Christ, not through our own efforts.
23-28. “All things are possible to him that believeth. This statement should not be extended beyond its immediate frame of reference. All men must die. Scripture nowhere promises eternal physical life, but that corruption shall put on incorruption then will eternal life be possible. And we cannot ask God in faith to change our sex or the color of our skin. The key point in Jesus’ statement is “to him that believeth.” Faith always rests on the will of God. To claim that which is not the will of God “by faith” is wrong it is presumption, not faith.
29-37. “The kind that come forth by nothing, but by prayer, i.e., “Cases like thins require prayer,” and fasting, which appears in some manuscripts, is not included in the most ancient.

38-43. Jesus rebuked sectarianism here. The fact that someone is not a member of a specific denomination does not mean he or she cannot love Jesus Christ, honor him, and do his work. Largeness of spirit is in accord with Jesus viewpoint, even though we may have differing beliefs in secondary matters.

39. “That can lightly speak evil of me,” i.e., “that will quickly run turn against me.”

42. “Whosoever shall offend one of these little ones that believe in me, i.e., “whoever causes one of these little one who believed in me to lose faith.”

43. “If thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than having two hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall quench.”
44-46.

47-47. Jesus here contrasts the Kingdom of God with hell. Scripture teaches that the inhabitants of hell include (1) the devil, the beast, ad the false prophet (Rev. 19:20; 20:10) (2) the fallen angels (2 Pet. 2:4); (3) the wicked (Ps. 9:17); (4) anyone whose name is not written in the Lamb’s book of life (Rev.20:15); and (5) those who refuse to do the will of God (Matt. 7:21). A denial of the existence or reality of hell constitutes a repudiation of the teaching of Scripture, a denial of the teaching of the Lord Jesus Christ, and an undermining of the reality of heaven, which is hell’s opposite. Scripture is crystal clear on this matter, people will go to hell unless they accept Jesus Christ as their savior.

48. For every one shall be salted with fire. Numerous explanations have been given for this phrase. Many commentators perceive this as an allusion to Lev. 2:13, which states that cereal offerings are to be offered with the salt of the covenant (that is the literal translation). Salt is a preservative and fire is often used as a purifier. “Everyone has to be consecrated by the fire of the discipline.” The wrath of God fastening upon a guilty and polluted conscience is the fire that is not quenched; for it is the wrath of the living God, the eternal God, into whose hands it is a fearful thing to fall. 

The punishment of the wicked is to live for ever dying, and to be for ever in pains and sufferings that never cease. For every one in general, or rather every one of them that are cast into hell, shall be salted with fire, and every sacrifice shall be salted with salt. Therefore have salt in yourselves. (1) It was appointed by the law of Moses, that every sacrifice should be salted with salt, not to preserve it (for it was to be immediately consumed), but because it was the food of God’s table, and no flesh is eaten without salt; it was therefore particularly required in the meat-offerings, Lev. 2:13 . (2.) The nature of man, being corrupt, and as such being called flesh (Gen. 6:3 ; Ps. 78:39 ), some way or other must be salted, in order to its being a sacrifice to God. The salting of fish (and I think of other things) they call the curing of it. (3) Our chief concern is, to present ourselves living sacrifices to the grace of God (Rom. 12:1 ), and, in order to our acceptableness, we must be salted with salt, our corrupt affections must be subdued and mortified, and we must have in our souls a savor of grace. Thus the offering up or sacrificing of people who have accepted Jesus Christ is said to be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost, as the sacrifices were salted, Rom. 15:16.
Sinners should well be well advised to endure the pain of mortifying the flesh now as it is no more to be compared with the punishment for not mortifying it, than salting with burning. And since he had said, that the fire of hell shall not be quenched, but it might be objected, that the fuel will not last always, he here intimates, that by the power of God it shall be made to last always; for those that are cast into hell, will find the fire to have not only the corroding quality of salt, but its preserving quality; whence it is used to signify that which is lasting: a covenant of salt is a perpetual covenant, and Lot’s wife being turned into a pillar of salt, made her a remaining monument of divine vengeance. Now since this will certainly be the doom of those that do not crucify the flesh with its affections and lusts, let us, knowing this terror of the Lord, be persuaded to do it.
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