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People of God to Flee the Land of the North

Zechariah Chapter 2
In Zechariah chapter 1:15-21 we learned that although the heathen nations afflicted God Almighty’s people beyond his intentions, he was not powerless to stop them. God Almighty used these nations to straighten out his people to get them away from their sins. However, when these nations went beyond his plans by trying to destroy his people as a nation, he intervened. 

In chapter 1 verses 18-21, the horns were the four world powers that oppressed God Almighty’s people; these are Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome. They are the same world powers described in Daniel chapter 2. The four craftsmen represent the nations used to overthrow the enemy nations of God Almighty’s people. God Almighty raised them up to judge the oppressors of his people. 

Today the universal leader of the oppressors of God Almighty’s people is the little horn of Daniel 7:25; 8:9-10 which came out of the midst of the 4 horns and is oppressing the Church through its inquisition, confusing and marginalizing the Bible with its Medici learning “learning against learning,” and her gnosis doctrine of salvation through works as in Freemasonry (Daniel 8:9-10).

In other words, when a nation goes beyond God Almighty’s intention concerning his people even though it has been used by God Almighty to discipline his nation; if they go beyond his purpose for them then, of course, they subject themselves to discipline too. And that is what happens; the four horns are raised by God Almighty to discipline Israel, but they go beyond themselves and so God Almighty must raise four smiths to destroy the four horns and so what we have reference to then is to four successive powers which shall wreck or scatter Israel and then four more powers who shall wreck the four powers that have scattered Israel. 

Zechariah’s vision about four horns and four craftsmen shows that God Almighty is in charge. When the time has come, He will intervene and destroy all His enemies of and the enemies of His people. Especially when we apply the vision to Jesus Christ’s disciples–spiritual Israel–it should encourage us and give us hope for the future–knowing that God Almighty cares for His people and that their blood is precious in His sight.

Prophet Zechariah was ordered, in God Almighty’s name, to assure the people that a line should be stretched forth upon Jerusalem. Now here we have that promise illustrated and confirmed, that the prophet might deliver that part of his message to the people with more clearness and assurance.

In chapter 2, Zachariah sees, in a vision, a man going to measure Jerusalem: He lifted his eyes again and looked. God Almighty had shown him that which was very encouraging to him, and therefore now he lifted his eyes again and looked. As believers the comfortable sights which by faith we have had of God Almighty’s goodness made to pass before our eyes should engage us to lift up our eyes again, and to search further into the discoveries made to us of the divine grace; for there is still more to be seen. 

In the close of the foregoing chapter, he had seen Jerusalem’s enemies baffled and broken, so that now he begins to hope she shall not be ruined. But that is not enough to make her happy, and therefore that is not all that is promised. Here is more carpenters’ work to be done. When David had resolved to cut off the horns of the wicked he engaged likewise that the horns of the righteous should be exalted, (Psalm 75:10). And so does the Son of David here; for he is the man, even the man Jesus Christ, whom the prophet sees with a measuring line in his hand; for he is the master-builder of his church (Hebrews 3:3 ), and he builds exactly by line and level. 

Zechariah had the boldness to ask him where he was going and what he designed to do with that measuring line. And he readily told him that he was going to measure Jerusalem, to take a particular account of the dimensions of it each way, that it might be computed what was necessary for the making of a wall about it, and that it might appear, by comparing its dimensions with the vast numbers that should inhabit it, what additions were necessary to be made for the receiving and containing them; when multitudes flock to Jerusalem it is time for her to enlarge the place of her tent (Isaiah 54:2; 60:4). 

God Almighty takes notice of the extent of his Church and will take care that, whenever so many guests are brought in to the wedding supper, still there shall be room, (Luke 14:22). In the New Jerusalem, my Father’s house above, there are many mansions. Zechariah is informed that this vision means well to Jerusalem, that the measuring line he saw was not a line of confusion as that of Isaiah 34:11, not a line to mete [measure] out for destruction, as when God Almighty purposed to destroy the wall of the daughter of Zion he stretched out a line (Lamentation 2:8); but it is as when he divided the inheritance by line (Psalm 78:55). 

The Lord divided the inheritance by line when the Lord God Almighty cast out the heathen before the Israelites, and not only took away their title to it, as the Lord of the whole earth, but himself executed the judgment given against them, and, as Lord of hosts, turned them out of it, and made his people Israel tread upon their high places, dividing each tribe an inheritance by line, and making them dwell in the houses of the heathens whom the LORD had cast out.

The angel that talked with the prophet went forth, as he designed, to measure Jerusalem, but another angel went out to meet him, to desire that he would first explain this vision to the prophet, that it might not occasion him any uneasy speculations: Run and speak to this young man for, it seems, the prophet entered upon his ministry when he was young, yet no man ought to despise his youth when God Almighty thus highly honored it. “He is a young man, not experienced, and maybe ready to fear the worst; therefore bid him hopes the best; tell him that Jerusalem shall be safe and great, as safe and great as numbers of men God Almighty can make it.”
Here in chapter 2:4-5, this prophecy, about a Jerusalem too large to be contained within its walls and to be indwelt by God Almighty’s glory, is yet future. A wall of fire. Jerusalem will be as safe as God Almighty can make it. God Almighty is a consuming fire and his fire will surround the city and protect it against all enemies. Those that have God Almighty for their God have him for their glory; those that have him in the midst of them have glory in the midst of them, and thence the church is said to be all glorious within. And those persons and places that have God Almighty to be the glory in the midst of them have him for a wall of fire round about them, for upon all that glory there is, and shall be, a defense (Isaiah 4:5). 

Now all this was fulfilled in part in Jerusalem, which in process of time became a very flourishing city, and made a very great figure in those parts of the world, much beyond what could have been expected, considering how low it was brought and how long it was before it recovered itself. But it was to have its full accomplishment in the Gospel-Church, which is extended far, as towns without walls, by the admission of the Gentiles into it, and which has God Almighty, the Son of God Almighty, for its prince and protector.

6-7. Cyrus decree, which allowed the Israelites to return to the Land of Israel, brought back a remnant, however many of them chose to remain in the land of their captivity. Here they are urged to leave Babylon quickly and return to Jerusalem where the temple is being rebuilt. This was an urgent request because Babylon would be destroyed and because its decadent culture would cause his people to forget their spiritual priorities. About 90 percent of the Israelites rejected these warnings and remained in Babylon. God Almighty would re-gather the dispersed people and comfort them in the land from which their fathers had been taken as captives.

They are loudly summoned Ho! Ho! Come forth, and flee from the land of the north, saith the Lord. This fitly follows upon the promise of the rebuilding and enlarging of Jerusalem. If God Almighty will build it for them and their comfort, they must come and inhabit it for him and his glory, and not continue sneaking in Babylon. The promises and privileges with which God Almighty’s people are blessed should engage us, whatever it cost us, to join ourselves to them and cast in our lot among them. 

When Zion is enlarged, to make room for all God Almighty’s Israel, it is the greatest madness imaginable for any of them to stay in Babylon. The captivity of a sinful state is by no means to be continued in, though a man is ever so easy upon temporal accounts. No, the command has gone out: Come forth and flee with all speed and lose no time. Escape for thy life; look not behind thee. To induce them to hasten their return, let them realize: they are now dispersed, and should work to incorporate themselves or come together for their mutual common defense: "I have spread you abroad as the four winds of heaven, sent some into one corner of the world and some into another; this has been your condition a long time, and therefore you should now think of coming together again, to help one another.’’ 

God Almighty owns that his scattering them was in wrath, and therefore they must take this invitation as a token of God Almighty’s being willing to be reconciled to them again. But they kicked at his kindness in refusing to accept the call. They are now in bondage, and are concerned to assert their liberty; and therefore, "Deliver thyself, O Zion! Flee from the oppressor, and make the best of thy way. Let us see some such bold efforts and struggles to help thyself as become the generous gracious seed of Abraham.’’ When Jesus Christ has proclaimed deliverance to the captives which he has himself made possible by his blood, it then concerns each of us to deliver ourselves, to lose ourselves from the bands of our necks. 

They had desired that God Almighty would awake and put on his strength (Isaiah 51:9). Here he calls upon them to awake and put on their strength, to bestir or make an effort themselves; let them awake from their despondency, that is, from their state of low spirits caused by loss of hope or courage, and pluck up their spirits, encourage themselves and one another with the hope that all will be well yet, and no longer succumb and sink under their burden. Let them awake from their distrust, look above them, look about them, look into the promises, look into the providences of God Almighty that were working for them, and let them raise their expectations of great things from God Almighty (Isaiah 52:2). 
As Christians under grace, we must resolve that sin shall not have dominion over us. Zion herself is here said to dwell with the daughter of Babylon, because many of the precious sons of Zion dwelt there, and where the people of God Almighty are there the church of God Almighty is, for it is not tied to places (John 4:23-24). 

Now it is not fit that Zion should dwell with the daughter of Babylon; what communion can light have with darkness? Zion will be in danger of partaking with the daughter of Babylon both in her sins and in her plagues; and therefore, "Come out of her, my people (Revelation 18:4). Deliver thyself, O Zion! By a speedy return to thy own land, and do not destroy thyself by continuing in that polluted devoted land.’’ Those that would be found among the generation of God Almighty’s children must save themselves from the untoward generation of this world. It was Apostle Peter’s charge to his new converts to the worship of God Almighty (Acts 2:40).

8-10. The messages in these verses refer to the Messiah, here seen as one of the Godhead. Believers in God Almighty are precious to Him (Psalm 116:15); they are his very own children (Psalm 103:13). Treating any believer in God Almighty unkindly is the same as treating God Almighty that way. As Jesus told his disciples, when we help others we are helping him; when we neglect them we are neglecting him (Matthew 25:34-46). My friends, be careful, therefore, how you treat fellow believers because that is the way you are treating God Almighty.

“Me,” who will shake his hand upon them, refers to Jesus Christ, who in the end will judge all who have oppressed God Almighty’s people. He will judge all those who worship the host of heaven as in Sun-day worship and those that mix good and evil who swore by the LORD and Satan. Those who claim to be Christians but are also members of secret societies, and have become polytheistic as in Freemasonry. 

All those that have turned back to their old ways and have fallen away from following the Lord Jesus, and those who have not sought the Lord or enquired for him. They add the best pagan worship to true faith in God Almighty; thereby have made themselves enemies of the Almighty God. But God Almighty commands that He alone be worshiped (Exodus 20:1-5). Thus, all those who call themselves Christians or use Christianity as a cloak, but worship and pray before idols and to dead saints, commit horrible sin. The LORD will punish those who wear heathen clothing in violation of his command in Deuteronomy 22:5, which shows a desire for foreign gods and foreign ways (Zephaniah 1:3-9). Included on the list of those to be punished for idolatry is those who leap on the threshold which was and still is a pagan observance (1 Samuel 5:5).

If you ask, what does it mean to “Leap on the threshold?” The threshold of Dagon’s temple was ever looked upon as sacred, and not to be trodden. Some think that reference is to these superstitious observations of Dagon’s worshippers. God Almighty threatens to punish those who, in imitation of them, leaped over the threshold. One would have thought that this incontestable proof of the ark’s victory over Dagon would convince the Philistines of their folly in worshipping such a senseless thing and that henceforward they would pay their homage to the conqueror, the Almighty God; but, instead of being reformed, they were hardened in their idolatry, and, as evil men and seducers are wont to do, became worse and worse (2 Timothy 3:13). 

Instead of despising Dagon, for the threshold’s sake that beheaded it, they were almost ready to worship the threshold because it was the block on which it was beheaded, and will never set their feet on that on which Dagon lost it head, shaming those who tread under-foot the blood of the covenant and trample on things truly sacred. Yet this piece of superstition would help to perpetuate the remembrance of Dagon’s disgrace and to the disgrace of those in the Roman Catholic leadership who wear the Dragon’s hats today as in for, with the custom. The reason would be transmitted to posterity, and the children that should be born, enquiring why the threshold of Dagon’s temple must not be trodden on, would be told that Dagon fell before the ark of the Lord. 

Thus God Almighty would have honor even out of their superstition. We are not told that they repaired the broken image; they probably sent the art of God Almighty away first, and then they patched it up again, and set it in its place; for, it seems, they cannot deliver their souls, nor say, Is there not a lie in our right hand? (Isaiah 44:2).

11-12. God Almighty has not forgotten his words to Abraham, “The entire world will be blessed because of you” (Genesis 12:3). Abraham, the father of the nation of Israel; was promised that his descendant or his seed, Jesus Christ, would bless the whole world. Since the coming of Jesus, the Messiah, this promise is being fulfilled; people from all nations are coming to God Almighty through him (Acts 3:25, 26). God Almighty promises to live among his people, and he says that many nations will come to know him, and they will be known as his people (John 1:14; Revelation 21:3).

13. Be silent before the Lord. We must let God Almighty do things his own way. We must not tell him what he should do or quarrel with him about what he has done. We are to be still, knowing that he is God Almighty and seeing his salvation (Psalm 46:10). His temple is so in this lower world; thence from between the cherubim, he will shine forth, (Psalm 80:1). 

He is about to do something unusual, unexpected, and very surprising, and to plead his people’s cause, which had long seemed neglected. A seasonable caution and direction at such a time: Be silent, O all flesh! before the Lord —before Jesus Christ and his grace, and let not flesh object against the methods he takes—before God Almighty and his providence; the enemies of the Church shall be silenced; all iniquity shall stop her mouth.  

The friends of the Church also must be silent. Leave it to God Almighty to take his way, and neither prescribe to him what he should do nor quarrel with him whatever he does. Be still, and know that he is God Almighty. Stand still, and see His salvation (Habakkuk 2:20; Zephaniah 1:7). Silently acquiesce in his holy will, and patiently wait for the issue, as those who are assured that when God Almighty is raised out of his holy habitation he will not retreat, nor sit down again, till he has accomplished his whole work.
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