Sabbath Day Sermon of January 1st, 2011.

By Dr. Flint Chikamyer, Bishop

The Two Witnesses from God

Revelation Chapter 11

In this scene John in his vision of the revelation of Jesus, was given a reed shaped like a rod by the angel, who told John to rise and measure the House of God, the altar and all that worship in there. Three things are measured here by John: The Temple, the altar, and the people who worship in it. If your faith and deeds of faith were to be measured today, where would you stand? John is not to measure the outer court, for that has now been given to the Gentiles, which is probably where the Dome of the Rock stands today. This is another reason we believe Jerusalem is still under the control of the Gentiles, this control and the treading under food of the city will continue into the last 42 months or 3 ½ years from when the fulfillment of this prophecy begins and ends.
Beginning here we learn that God’s people will be empowered for witness and will bear a faithful testimony. Many of them will even seal their testimony with their blood. They will not be delivered from persecution and great difficulties; they will however, be delivered from the evil one by their martyrdom, which will result in glorious resurrection to endless life.

v. 3. The two witnesses are identified with Elijah and Moses. Their ministry is to prophesy for 1,260 days or three and a half years. Elijah kept the rain from falling for this length of time, and Moses called down the plagues on Egypt. These two people are named together in Mal. 4:4, 5 and they appeared at Christ’s transfiguration (Mark 9:4). Through the ministry of Moses the law is identified as the Word of God. Moses was the purveyor of the law; God was the author of it. He commands obedience to all of his commandments, for in the keeping of them there is much gain. We are not saved by works but by grace. But saving faith is never alone; it is always accompanied by good deeds of faith, which include obedience to the law of God. 
Prophet Malachi prophesied that Elijah will come before the great and dreadful day of the Lord. This prophecy has two fulfillments. The first occurred with the birth of Jesus, whose forerunner, John the Baptist, is said to be the representation of Elijah (Matt 11:14; Luke 1:17; 9:8, 19; John 1:21). The final coming of Elijah is evidently portrayed in Rev. 11:3-6. Elijah along with Moses appeared at the Transfiguration (Matt. 17:1-5, Mark 9:2-13; Luke 9:28-30). I will send you Elijah the prophet, i.e., “One like the Prophet Elijah.”
v. 4-6. The two witnesses are called two olive trees and two candlesticks, or lamp-stands. The candlesticks get their oil for burning from the olive trees. God will sustain his witnesses in their labors, and if any oppose them, they have power to devour their enemies by a fire that comes out of their mouths (Pss. 104:4; 2 Thess. 1:8). Today the fire that comes out of or mouth is the world of God through the Holy Spirit as we witness to the testimony of Jesus Christ. These two witnesses can keep rains from falling, turn waters into blood, and let plague loose among the peoples. This is so terrifying in its potential that one wonders how and why anyone would not hear their message, repent, and turn to God for forgiveness.
v. 7.  When the two witnesses have finished their word and only then, can they be martyred by the beast that ascends out of the bottomless pit. Their bodies will lie in the streets of the great city that represents Sodom and Egypt for three and half days. The unrepentant sinners of the whole world rejoices at the deaths of these two witnesses who had judged them with the word of God by saying what the people didn’t want to hear--words about their sin, their need of  repentance, and the coming punishment. The pagan world rejoices over them and Make Merry and exchanging gifts as they do on that notorious pagan holiday during which they wish each other: lo Saturnalia or Merry Christmas. They make merry because they have killed God’s messengers like they did to His Son for which they celebrate on Saturnalia or Christmas. Do you still think God is keeping anything from his children? Only if God’s children will study His word, they will realize that God has revealed all they need to know to do their work and for their temporary stay on earth. Note that in verse 10 God reveals the season of the year when these things would likely occur.
No doubt sinful people hate those who call attention to their sin and who urge them to repent. They hated Jesus and they hate his followers today (1 John 3:13). Believers should know that when they obey Jesus and take a stand against sin, they should be prepared to experience the world’s hatred. At the same time they should remember that the great reward awaiting them in heaven far outweighs any suffering they face now. What will be true for the witness is true for God’s people today. No one can take their lives from them unless and until they have finished the work God has entrusted to them. The prophetic Scriptures identify this city with Mystery Babylon, and spiritually call it "Sodom and Egypt." The Bible says this is the great city "wherein our Lord was crucified."

Why do the Scriptures describe the city in which our Lord was crucified as “Sodom and Egypt”?  Texe Marrs in his video describes that city as “Caldron of Abaddon” and that it is the wicked city on earth in the end-times. Pastor Marrs says “that from this evil place spew witchcraft and sorcery” as the old Babylonia religion returns to it. “Its merchants produce the world's most destructive child pornography. This city's hidden rulers are the drug kingpins of the planet. Their Mafia controls the world's most frenzied gambling establishments. Cruel violence, sexual sin and perversion, murder and gangsterism rock this city and reverberate around the world. Worse, this city's inhabitants are cosmopolitan—they have spread their tentacles around the globe. Their grotesque debauchery and unparalleled crimes are holographed in New York City, Moscow, London, Bangkok, and dozens of other locales.”
This city is in fact, the very "Cauldron of Abaddon," a fiery boiling pot of sorcery and vice stirred by Satan and his minions, says Pastor Texe Marrs. 
http://www.texemarrs.com/cauldron_of_abaddon_promo.htm
v. 12-16 Come up hither. Some who hold to a mid-tribulation rapture of the church think that the event occurs at this time. Based on the account of John’s vision in chapter 10,  I believe most believers would have already been raptured before the occurrence of these events. All this takes place in Jerusalem, once the holy city and the capital of Israel, is now enemy territory. It is compared with Sodom and Egypt, both well known for their evil. While there will be much more to be told us by John, the seventh trumpet is sounded which marks the climax of God’s purpose, and the arrival of the King; because the final goal will have been reached. His kingdom will have come on earth as it is in heaven. There is now no turning back. The coming judgments are no longer partial, but complete in their destruction. God is in control, and he unleashes his full wrath upon the evil world that refuses to turn to him (9:20, 21). When will these things occur? In the book of Daniel 2:44, we read that in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed. The rock cut from the mountain depicted God’s Kingdom which would be ruled eternally by the Messiah, the King of kings. Daniel revealed his God as the power behind all earthly kingdoms.  If Nebuchadnezzar believed this prophecy, and honored Daniel and Daniel’s God, you better believe it as well, because that dreadful day will soon be here. When this wrath begins, there will be no escape. That which the people of God had longed and prayed for will now have come to pass. At the time the seventh seal was opened, it was followed by silence in heaven. When the seventh trumpet sounds, there are heard great voices from heaven chanting the praise of God. All creation will have been bought and brought back under the rule and reign of its rightful Lord and King. This reign of God and his Christ shall be forever and forever.
v.17-18. Which art, and wast, and art to come. The last four words should read “who art and who wast.” At the fulfillment of this prophecy, those who sang here did not need to add, “who art to come” for he had now come and was there. Those who sang here look upon the universal and eternal reign of the King as already started. The heavenly temple is opened and the Ark of the Covenant is now visible because God has consummated his work. It symbolizes the fact that we now have perfect access to God. We perceive his glory as we never perceived it before, and we understand the meaning of grace beyond anything we ever dreamed possible. While it is true that God will reward us for our earthly deeds, our greatest reward is eternal life in his presence.
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