Sabbath Day Sermon of January 29,  2011
By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

The Seven Bowls: The Scene in Heaven

Revelation Chapter 15.

In this scene of John’s vision of the revelation of Jesus Christ, he sees another sign in heaven; it was great and marvelous, seven angels having the seven last plagues; for the seven bowls are filled up with the wrath of God.  In this chapter instead of ending with the victory of the Lamb, John goes back and recapitulates and enlarges on what he has already described. John’s vision reiterates on the state of the church under the pagan powers, in the six seals opened; and then. The state of the church under the papal powers, in the vision of the six trumpets that began to sound upon the opening of the seventh seal: and then is inserted. A more general and brief account of the past, present and future state of the church, in the little book, etc. The Lord now proceeds to show him how antichrist should be destroyed, by what steps that destruction should be accomplished, in the vision of the seven vials.  The seven bowls of wrath are the elements contained in the seventh seal. Seven angels with seven plagues will come upon unbelievers. The angles are dispatched by a voice from the temple telling them to go about their work, which was to finish the destruction of the antichrist.  God was now about to pour out his seven last plagues upon that son of perdition and his assistants; and, as the measure of Babylon’s sins was filled up, they should now find the full measure of his vindictive wrath.  The spectators and witnesses of their commission: all that had gotten the victory over the beast; these are none other than the saints of God who watched as the world of the antichrist is totally obliterated.
These are the company of the redeemed. They stand on the sea of glass and have the harps of God in their hands. This is similar to the “Sea of glass” described in Rev. 4:6, located before the throne of God. This time it is mixed with fire to represent wrath and judgment by fire. Just as the children of Israel stood on the other side of the red sea and watched Pharaoh and his army drown, so are those who stand on it are victorious over Satan and his evil beast. They are pure because they have been faithful to God to the end. They sing the song of Moses and of the Lamb. This refers to Moses and the deliverance of the Israelites from Egypt. The song of the Lamb indicates the completed redemption of God’s people; it is the song of the true church God (Ex. 15:1-21).  They extol the greatness of God’s works, and the justice and truth of his ways, both in delivering his people and destroying their enemies. They rejoiced in hope, and the near prospect they had of this, though it was not yet accomplished.  They call upon all nations to render unto God the fear, glory, and worship, due to such a discovery of his truth and justice: Who shall not fear The LORD? 
The seven angels with the seven plagues emerge from the temple of God in heaven. The Scripture speaks of the tabernacle of the testimony or the “tent of the congregation” (Ex. 40:34). It refers to the time of the Exodus in the wilderness when the Ark of the Covenant resided in the Tabernacle which refers to the law of God housed in the Holy of Holies. The seven angels have seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God. When they leave the temple, the smoke from the glory of God and from His power fills the temple so that no one can enter until the work of the seven angels is completed.
The saints of God should understand that in the judgments God was now about to execute upon the antichristian interest, he would be fulfilling the prophecies and promises of his word and covenant, which were there always before him, and of which he was ever mindful.  That in this work he was answering the prayers of the people, which were offered to him by their great high priest the Lord Jesus Christ. That he was herein avenging the quarrel of his own Son, and our Savior Jesus Christ, whose offices and authority had been usurped, his name dishonored, and the great designs of his death opposed, by antichrist and his adherents. That he was opening a wider door of liberty for his people to worship him in numerous solemn assemblies, without the fear of their enemies. How they were equipped and prepared for their work.

These angels were clothed with pure and white linen, and had their breasts girded with golden girdles, as in the habit of the high priests when they went in to enquire of God, and came out with an answer from him. This showed that these angels were acting in all things under the divine appointment and direction, and that they were going to prepare a sacrifice to the Lord, called the supper of the great God, (Rev. 19:17). The angels are the ministers of divine justice, and they do every thing in a pure and holy manner.

Their weapon, what it was, and where they received it; their weapon for the judgment, by which they were to do this great execution, was seven vials filled with the wrath of God; they were armed with the wrath of God against His enemies. The meanest creature, when it comes armed with the anger of God, will be too hard for any man in the world; but how much more an angel of God. This wrath of God was not to be poured out all at once, but was divided into seven parts, purposefully to warn those unbelievers yet to experience the judgment to repent and worship the Almighty God, which should successively fall upon the unbelievers who would not repent and honor God. Now from whom did the angels receive these vials? From one of the four living creatures, one of the ministers of the true church, that is, in answer to the prayers of the ministers and people of God.
Our eternal reign with Jesus Christ won’t begin unto all evil is destroyed by his judgment. The faithful must wait for this timetable to be revealed and its consummation.
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