Sabbath Day Sermon of July 16, 2011
By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

The Seven Parables of the Kingdom of God

Matthew Chapter 13

A parable of illustration contains an earthly story with a heavenly meaning. It is spoken in terms of the language and figures of that day. A parable compares something familiar to something unfamiliar helping us to understand spiritual truth by using everyday objects and relationships. Jesus parables compel the listener to discover truth, while at the same time concealing the truth from those too lazy or too stubborn to see it. To those who are honestly searching, the truth becomes clear. No parable should be pressed beyond the central meaning, which is easily discerned. The details cannot be properly understood apart from the central thought.
vs.10-23. Why speaketh thou unto them in parables, his disciples asked? Jesus responded to the inquiry of his disciples. He said that the disciples could find the explanation of parables simply by asking him. When speaking in parables, Jesus was not hiding truth from sincere seekers, because those who were receptive to spiritual truth understood the illustrations. But to those who rejected his person, and his gospel, the spiritual meaning of the parables would be unclear. To such people, parables were interesting fables but had no other meaning. The phrase in verse 12 means we are responsible to use well what we have. When people reject Jesus, their hardness of heart drives away or renders useless even the little understanding they had. 

Jesus explains the parable of the Sower and the illustration was easily grasped by his listeners. They were familiar with the rocky soil they had to cultivate. The four types of soil represent different responses to God’s message. People respond differently because they are in different states of readiness. Some are hardened, others are shallow, others are contaminated by distracting cares, and some are receptive. Well, how has God’s Word taken root in your life? What kind of soil would you say you are? Jesus says the wicked one is “Satan” who snatches away the Word of God from those who lacked understanding and the will to enter into the Kingdom of heaven. But the person who understands and has the will to enter into the Kingdom of heaven, is the person who bringeth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, and some sixty, and some thirty, i.e. “produces a crop many times greater than the amount planted—thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times as much.

vs. 24-32. The parable of the wheat and the tares: teaches us that there are always true and false believers in the church. Without the assistance of the Holy Spirit, we may not always distinguish between the false and the true. The presence of false believers brings harm to Jesus Christ’s body, but harm may also come from human efforts to remove the false from the true. Unbelievers, of course, should be excluded if they can be positively identified. But, as the illustration makes plain, the final separation is made by the judge of all, the Lord Jesus Christ, who makes no mistakes. All the parables in this chapter teach us about God and his Kingdom. They explain what the Kingdom is really like as opposed to our expectations of it. The Kingdom of heaven is not a geographical location, but a spiritual realm where God rules and where we share in his eternal life.
This parable of the mustard seed: has as its central teaching the growth and spread of the gospel throughout the world. Just as the tiny mustard seed becomes a giant tree. This seed was the smallest planted in the land in Jesus’ day, yet the bush grew to be eight to twelve feet high and birds made their nests in its branches. Surely the smallest faith is real faith. “Nothing shall be impossible,” i.e., “anything consonant with the will of God and sought for his glory is possible.” So the gospel, which begins slowly, will flourish in the end. The existence of the true Christian Church all around the globe represents a partial fulfillment of this prophetic word.
vs.33-44. The parable of the leaven in the bread: yeast or leaven is generally used in an evil sense. It refers to (1) the doctrines of the Pharisees and Sadducees (Matt. 16:6, 12), 12); (2) ungodly professors of the true faith (1 Cor. 5:6, 7); (3) false teachers (Gal. 5:8, 9); and (4) malice and evil (Cor. 5:8). Leaven here suggests its silent permeating power that requires only a small amount in the dough to be effective. The meaning of Jesus’ story was apparently unclear to both to the multitude and to his own disciples. In Mark 4:34 we read that “When he was alone with his disciple, he would explain his meaning to them.”  He explained to them that the yeast is the Gospel message of God while the bread is the world. In other words, that although the Kingdom began small and was nearly invisible, it would soon grow and have a great impact on the world.
vs. 44-46. The parable of the treasure in the field: the central teaching of this illustration is that the gospel has such value that a person will give up anything and everything to possess that which is the greatest of all things (16:26). Some have said that the discoverer of the treasure is Jesus Christ, who gave his all to purchase the church. But Jesus as Godman has no need to discover any treasurer. He created the Church and Kingdom of heaven has always been his. It is ourselves that Jesus speaks to that we learn from the story to give our all to purchase this treasure which is the Kingdom of heaven. The man who discovered the treasure in the field stumbled upon it by accident but knew its value when he found it, because he was an honest seeker. Therefore, whosoever that will honestly seek the Kingdom of heaven shall find it when he or she trusts in Jesus Christ as Savior.
The story of the pearl and the hidden treasure are similar. When a pearl merchant finds a pearl of real value at a low price, he will sell all he has and buy the one pearl. Salvation is comparable to the pearl of great price, yet it costs us nothing! Jesus paid it all. In the case of the pearl, it may be that Jesus is referring to himself—he is the purchaser, he paid all he had to make salvation available to all. Finding treasure or a pearl means nothing unless what is found is appropriated. Salvation is no blessing until it is appropriated on Jesus Christ’s terms. Water and bread are valueless until eaten and drunk. An anchor that does not reach the bottom might just as well not be dropped. Therefore, if you are to be blessed with salvation, you must call to Jesus Christ. 
vs. 47-52. The net in this parable represents the kingdom of God. When cast into the sea, it catches a mixed company of fishes. So it is with the kingdom of God. Good and bad are caught in its nest; at the end of the age, the good will be separated from the bad. This story clearly makes impossible the idea that all people will be saved or will be going to heaven as taught by false ministers of the Gospel. Jesus says that at the end of the world, he will send his angels to harvest the earth, and they will sever the wicked from among the just. The wicked shall be cast into the lake of fire where they will be tormented together with Satan their master forever. Here is the doom of the wicked when they are thus severed. They shall be cast into the furnace; everlasting misery and sorrow will certainly be the portion of those who live among sanctified ones, but themselves die unsanctified. This is the same with what we had before in verse 42. Jesus Christ himself preached often of hell-torments, as the everlasting punishment of hypocrites; and it is good for us to be often reminded of this awakening, quickening truth. 

The parable of the good householder is intended to rivet all the rest. He asked them, have ye understood all these things? Intimating, that if they had not, he was ready to explain what they did not understand? And they answered him Yes, Lord.  It is the will of Jesus Christ, that all those who read and hear the word should understand it; for otherwise how should they get good by it? It is therefore good for us, when we have read or heard the word, to examine ourselves, or to be examined, whether we have understood it or not. Jesus Christ invites us to seek to him for instruction, and ministers of the gospel should proffer their service to those who have any good question to ask concerning what they have heard. His disciples answered him, Yea, Lord, and the exposition of that parable was a key to the rest. The right understanding of one good sermon will very much help us to understand another; for good truths mutually explain and illustrate one another; and knowledge is easy to him that understandeth.
Those who are to instruct others have need to be well instructed themselves. If the Preachers’ lips must speak knowledge, his head must first have knowledge. The instruction of a gospel minister must be in the kingdom of heaven; that is it about which his business lies. A man may be a great philosopher and politician, and yet if not instructed to the kingdom of heaven, he will make but a bad minister. Jesus compares his faithful ministers to a good householder, who brings forth out of his treasure things new and old; fruits of last year’s growth and this year’s gathering, abundance and variety, for the entertainment of his friends. What should be a minister’s fruit, a treasure of things new and old. There is a double benefit for those who understand and use both Old and New Testaments. The Old Testament points the way to Jesus, the Messiah. Jesus always upheld its authority and relevance. The New Testament reveals Jesus Christ himself, who is now available to anyone who accepts his spiritual kingship. Those who have so many and various occasions, have need to stock themselves well in their gathering days with godly truths new and old, out of the Old Testament and out of the new; with ancient and modern improvements, that the man of God may be thoroughly furnished, (2 Tim. 3:16, 2 Tim. 3:17). Old experiences, and new observations, all have their use; both teaching give practical guidelines for faith and for living in the world. Many believers are full, but they have no vent (Job. 32:19 ); have a talent, but they bury it; such are unprofitable servants; Jesus Christ himself received that he might give; so must we, and we shall have more. 
vs. 53-58. Here Jesus arrives in his own country, in other words his hometown; everyone knew that he performed mighty deeds and spoke words of wisdom. Since he did not have the benefit of advanced education, they wondered how he was able to think and speak as he did. And they wondered where he got the power to perform miracles. They were puzzled because Jesus came from a common family. Joseph was a humble carpenter; his mother was a simple village girl; she was called Mary, not Queen Mary, nor Lady Mary. The only adequate explanation is that Jesus was of divine origin; he was the Son of God (Isa 9:6, 7). Certainly his knowledge of the Scriptures startled the learned men of his day; he was but twelve years of age when he first talked with the doctors in the temple (Luke 2:41-52). “His sisters too are all with us;” they should therefore have loved him and respected him the more, because he was one of themselves, but therefore they despised him. They were offended in him: they stumbled at these stumbling-stones, for he was set for a sign that should be spoken against, (Luke. 2:34 ; Isa. 8:14). The later theories concocted out of the antichrist’s seminaries that these were children of Joseph by an earlier marriage or that they were cousins of Jesus have no merit. These theories were invented purposefully, to support their false doctrines that Marry remained a virgin after she gave birth to Jesus, and that she had no other children in her life time. These concoctions where intended to deceive the millions who today worship Mary in their so called churches based on the false doctrine of the Immaculate Conception in which they claimed that Mary was immune from original sin at the moment of the creation of her soul and its infusion into her body. 

They called Jesus a carpenter, a “carpenter’s son”, and Joseph’s son. Calling him the son of Mary was probably intended as a slur, and since men were commonly called the sons of their fathers, not of their mothers. Calling him the son of Mary denotes that Joseph was not his father. In Mark 6:3 Jesus sisters are mentioned, but their names are not given. The names of his brothers are stated: James, Joses, Juda, and Simon (John 7:3-10; Acts 1:14). In Gal. 1:19, Paul mentions James as the Lord’s brother. From this, it is believed that his brothers did not believe in him until after his resurrection.  Jesus instead of aggravating the affront, or expressing an offence at it, or returning such an answer to their foolish suggestions as they deserved, Jesus mildly imputes it to the common humor of the children of men, to undervalue excellences that are cheap, and common, and home-bred. It is usually so, he said “A prophet is not without honor, save in his own country.” Familiarity breeds contempt, therefore, He did not many mighty works there, because of their unbelief. Unbelief is the great obstruction to Jesus’ favors. All things are in general possible to God (Matt. 19:26 ), but then it is to him or her that believes as to the particulars, Mk. 9:23. The gospel is the power of God unto salvation, but then it is to every one that believes, (Rom. 1:16). So that if mighty works be not wrought in us, it is not for want of power or grace in Jesus Christ, but for want of faith in us. By grace ye are saved, and that is a mighty work, but it is through faith, (Eph. 2:8). 
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