Sabbath Day Sermon of July 8, 2017.
Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Coming of the Kingdom of Heaven

Luke Chapter 17

In verse 20 of this chapter the Pharisees demanded of Jesus to know when the Kingdom of God should come. Jesus answered them saying that the Kingdom of God comes without observation, meaning that the knowledge of the time of the day of the Lord is not important. What is crucial is to recognize the presence of God’s reign already in their mist. In other words, they should recognize the fact that the Kingdom of God had already arrived. Jesus ministry is the clear sign that God’s reign has begun exactly as described by the Prophet in Daniel 2:44, 45. No matter how clearly Jesus stated that the end cannot be calculated and that the timing is not a question to be concerned with, the question continued to arise as Jesus went toward Jerusalem and afterward in the church. 

The Kingdom of God is not like an earthly kingdom with geographical boundaries. Instead, it begins with the work of God’s Spirit in people’s lives and relationships (John 4:23, 24). The location of the Kingdom of God and worship is not nearly so important than the attitude of the worshippers. “God is a Spirit” means he is not a physical being limited to one place. He is present everywhere. He knows everything, but he is not in everything, and he can be worshiped anywhere anytime. In other words, it is not where we worship that counts, but how we worship. Therefore, we must resist looking into institutions or programs for evidence of the progress of the Kingdom of God. Instead, we should look for what God is doing in people’s hearts. 
Today it is still a major concern for many Christians, and the concern is still misplaced. Jesus’ teaching on the question could not be clearer. Do not waste your time looking for signs and listening to clever calculations. Be aware that the reign of God is already in your midst. It is already in your heart if you are a true believer in Jesus Christ, and unless you give his present reign your full attention now, you will not be ready for the return of the Son of Man when it does occur. And no one can know when that will happen.
21-25. The Kingdom of God is within you, that is, in your heart if you have received Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior. But it is “among you,” that is, he is not far from you if you have not yet received Jesus into your life.  This means that there is an already existing spiritual reality in the hearts of people. External manifestations of this inward reality flow from the actions of those who have received Jesus Christ. If they have not done so, all the externals are false. In its outward form, the Kingdom of God will come with the Second Advent of Jesus Christ.
After calling attention to the present reality of God’s reign, Jesus turns to his disciples to explain what is still to come. The presence of God’s reign does not mean that the trials are over; there is still much suffering in store for Jesus and for his people. Jesus said, “Take heed that you be not deceived.” Many disciples will be desperate for the coming of the Son of Man, and this will lead them to follow false prophets and misleading theories about his appearance. But when it happens, the appearance of the Son of Man will not be subtle or mysterious. Everyone will know, and all eyes shall see him coming in the sky. It will be as vivid as lightning across the sky. The contrast of the Son of Man’s glory with the suffering that must precede it will make his coming even more evident.
To deceive the masses, many of satan’s agents will claim to be God or will claim that Jesus has returned, and many deceived people will believe them as the Catholics do believe in the Pope to be their god and father. Jesus warns us never to take such reports seriously, no matter how convincing they may sound. When Jesus returns, his power and presence will be evident to everyone. No one will need to spread the message because all will see for themselves.

Life will be going on as usual on the day Jesus returns. There will be no warning that his trumpet is going sound. Most people will be going about their everyday tasks, indifferent to the demands of God. They will be as surprised by Jesus return as the people of Noah’s day were by the flood (Genesis 6:8, 9) or the people in Lot’s day by the destruction of Sodom (Genesis 19). The people’s sin grieved God Almighty’s heart. Our sins break God’s heart as much as sin did in Noah’s day. Noah, however, pleased God, although he was far from perfect. 

We can follow Noah’s example and find “grace in the eyes of the LORD” in spite of the sin that surrounds us. To say that Noah was “perfect in his generation” does not mean that he never sinned. Rather it means that he wholeheartedly loved and obeyed God. For a lifetime he walked step by step in faith a living example in his generation. My friends, like Noah, we live in a world filled with evil. The question for you as a Christian is are you influencing others or being influenced by them?
That is why Jesus emphasizes the importance of recognizing the presence now of God’s reigns. It must govern our lives now, not just at the end otherwise we will not be prepared to leave when the sudden call comes. We do not know the time of Jesus’ return, but we do know he is coming. It may be today, tomorrow, or centuries in the future. One who is concerned about his or her possessions will try to save them and be lost in the process. Lot’s wife is remembered as a person who was too attached to her possessions to refrain from looking back. Whenever it is, we must be morally and spiritually ready. My friends, I urge you to live as if Jesus were returning today.

26-36.Until the time of Jesus coming, great masses of people will be fully absorbed in worldly activities and concern for the material aspects of life. They will take no precautions for the return of the Son of God, and they will not be prepared for it. Therefore, the judgment will overtake them suddenly and unexpectedly, so that they will have no time or opportunity to find deliverance. 
Jesus warned against false security. We are to abandon the values and attachments of this world in order to be ready for Jesus Christ’s return. His return will happen suddenly, and when he comes, there will be no second chances. Some will be taken to be with him, the rest will be left behind; the dogs (Revelation 22:15). No matter when it happens, people will be unprepared. My friends, do not be one of those that will be found unprepared when Jesus returns. The reward for for such a negligence should rather be imagined than expressed.
37. Wheresoever the body is, thither will the eagles be gathered. This may mean that God’s people will be taken out to the execution grounds and their bodies left to the vultures. Another viewpoint is that one vulture circling overhead does not mean much, but a gathering of vultures means a dead body is nearby. Likewise, one “sign of the end” may not be significant, but when the signs come hard and fast, the Second Coming is near.
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