Sabbath Day Sermon of June 25, 2011

By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop
Jesus Sends Us as He Sent the Twelve Disciples

Scripture: Matthew Chapter 10

From previous chapters we noted how Jesus called his disciples. He did not draft them, lure them, or ask them to volunteer; he chose them to serve him in a special way. Jesus calls us today. Jesus does not twist our arms or make us do something we do not want to do. We can choose to join him or remain behind. When Jesus calls you, it is because The Father has chosen you to follow him, how do you respond?
Jesus calls people from all walks of life-fishermen, political activists, engineers, tax collectors, lawyers, doctors. He called common men and women and leaders rich and poor, educated and uneducated. Today, many people think only certain people are fit to follow Jesus Christ, but this was not the attitude of the Lord Jesus himself. God can use anyone no matter how insignificant he or she appears. When someone feels small and useless, he or she should remember that God uses ordinary people to do his extraordinary work.

Most people after reading this passage had wondered why Jesus did not send the disciples to the Gentiles or the Samaritans. A Gentile is anyone who is not an Israelite. The Samaritans were the creation of Assyria through forced cohabitation of Israelites and Gentiles in Israel (2 Kings 17:24). Moving Israel out and moving Gentiles in was Assyria’s resettlement policy to prevent revolt.  Repopulating Israel with foreign captives made it difficult for the remaining Israelites to unit against Assyria. This mixture of people resettled in Israel came to be known as Samaritans. They were despised by Judeans, and were looked down upon during the time of Jesus Christ (John 4:9). The new settlers in Israel claimed to worship without giving up their pagan customs. They tried to appease God rather than worship Him, treating him as a good luck charm or just another idol to add to their collection. Today many people claim to believe in God while refusing to give up attitude and actions that God denounces. God cannot be added to the values we already have. He must come first, and his Word must shape all our actions and attitude.
What was Israel’s sin in comparison to America’s that led to her plight? Israel was conquered because it had lost sight of the only true God and why it was important to follow him. When entering the land from Egypt, the Israelites were told to destroy the pagan influences that could lead them away from God. Their failure to do so brought about their ruin. Now they faced an even greater influx of gods from the many heathen peoples moving into the land. Doesn’t this sound like America today, considering all the abominable things that we see coming in on daily basis into this country. Our legislators adding salt to the injury with their abominable decrees.
Jesus asked his disciples to go only to the lost house of Israel because he came first to the house of Israel. God chose them to tell the rest of the world about him. Jesus’ disciples and apostles preached the Gospel of the risen Jesus Christ all around the Roman Empire, and soon Gentiles were pouring into the Church. The Scriptures clearly teaches that God’s message of salvation is for all people, regardless of race, gender, national origin (Gen. 12:3; Isa. 35:6; 56:3-7; Malachi 1”11; Acts 10:34, 35; Romans 3:29, 30; Gal. 3:28).
If you have had the time to read the Protocols of the Learned Elders of Zion, particularly the 24th Protocol the last paragraph on “King of the Jews” line 9-16, you will notice that even before the time of Jesus, the Jews were waiting for the Messiah to usher in his kingdom. They hoped for a political and military kingdom that would free them from Roman rule, and bring back the days of glory under David and Solomon. But Jesus was talking about a spiritual Kingdom. The Gospel today is that the Kingdom is still near. The Kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ is not going to come as described in their protocols, but it will come according to the Word of God. In their protocols, the Learned Elders of Zion said they would destroy God and will forbid Jesus Christ.  What type of king will that be one might ask? Of course, whether they know it of not, it is none other than the man of sin the son of perdition that they plan to enthrone as Messiah to rule over their kingdom. 
Jesus gave the disciples a principle to guide their actions as they ministered to others. “Freely ye have received, freely give.” Because the grace is freely given, so we must freely give as we minister and witness to people. Jesus said that those who minister are to be cared for. Therefore, those who are being ministered to, and have received freely are expected to give freely for the sustenance of those who ministered to them freely (1 Cor. 9, 10; 1 Tim. 5 :17).
10:10-20. The principal here is that we are to go out ready for duty and travel, unencumbered by excess material goods. Jesus also told his disciples to shake the dust off their feet if a city or home didn’t welcome them. It was an Israelite custom that when leaving a Gentile city, pious Israelites often shook the dust from their feet to show their separation from Gentile practices. If the disciples shook the dust of a city from their feet, it would show their separation from that city that rejected the Gospel of Jesus Christ. If you are reading this sermon, do not ignore the Spirit’s prompting, because you may not get another chance.
The cities of Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed by fire from heaven because of their wickedness (Gen. 19:24, 25). Those who reject the Gospel when they hear it will be worse off than the wicked people of these destroyed cities, who may never have heard the Gospel at all. So, if God destroyed the wicked who may not have heard the Gospel, how about those today that have heard it and have rejected it?
The opposition of the Pharisees would be like the raving wolves. Today’s believers are like the disciples, and we are not to be sheep-like in our attitude but sensible and prudent. We are not to be gullible pawns but neither are we to be conniving. We must find a balance between wisdom and vulnerability to accomplish God’s work.

10:21-22. True Believers may experience hardships, not only from without, but from within: friends, family. Living for God often brings on persecution, but with it comes the opportunity to tell the Good News of salvation. In times of persecution, we can be confident because Jesus has “overcome the world” And those who endure till the end will be saved (10: 22). Enduring to the end is not a way to be saved but the evidence that we are already committed to Jesus Christ.
When we are being opposed or arrested for preaching the Gospel, believers are not to worry about what to say in their defense—the Holy Spirit will remind them the words of Jesus, and would speak through them. The promise was fulfilled in Acts 4:8-14 and elsewhere in the Scripture, denoting that God will take care of everything Scripture teaches, however, that we are to make careful prepared, thoughtful statements (Col. 4:6). 

v. 23-31. Here we are warned against premature martyrdom. We are to leave before the persecution got too great. The fact that we have plenty of work to and many people to reach, as God will allow we are to try to stay alive that we may continue to do the work of God on earth.

The Pharisees accused Jesus of using Beelzebub’s power to cast out devils. Beelzebub was known as the lord of the flies and the prince of the devils. This is how some times good is labeled evil. If Jesus, who is The Lord, was called evil, true believers should expect that similar accusations will be directed at them. But those who endure will be vindicated, because God is aware of everything that happens even to sparrows, and we are far more valuable to him than they are. We are so valuable to God that he sent His only Son to come and die for us (John 3:16).  For this reason we need not fear personal threats or difficult temptations and trials. These can’t shake God’s love or dislodge his Spirit from within us.
As long as we are in the world there will be troubles and trials from time to time, but the real test of value is how well we hold up under the wear, tear, and abuse of every day life. Believers who would stand up for Jesus in spite of their troubles truly have lasting values and will receive great reward (Matt. 5:11, 12).

v. 34-42. Jesus did not come to bring the kind of peace that glosses over deep differences just for the sake of superficial harmony. Jesus and his Gospel are great dividers. Families are rent asunder when some believe and others do not. Whoever put even the dearest loved one before the Son of God is not worthy of the Savior. We are not to expect temporal peace and outward prosperity. Instead, there is the sword, which is always the symbol of division, disaffection, and even judgment.  Jesus assures us that some who hear us will reject our message of the Gospel, but others will receive it. Whoever honors Jesus’ ambassadors honors Him, and whosoever dishonors His ambassadors dishonors Him. 
There is a suitable reward for those who serve Jesus Christ faithfully. To take your cross and follow Jesus means to be willing to publicly identify with him, to face almost certain opposition, and to be willing to face even suffering and death for his sake. The more we love this life’s rewards (leisure, power, popularity, financial security, etc.), the more we discover how empty they really are. The best way to enjoy life, therefore, is to loosen our greedy grasp on earthly rewards so that we can be free to follow Jesus Christ. In doing so we will inherit eternal life and begin at once to experience the benefits of following Jesus. 
bishop@hsapm.org
Registered ® Holy Spirit Advantage Prophetic Ministries
PAGE  
3

