Sabbath Sermon of June 4, 2011

By Flint Chika, Bishop

The Mighty Works of Jesus

Matthew Chapter 8

Matthew presents Jesus Christ as Savior—his credentials are his miracles. The miracles testify to his person and his office. The scope of his miracles shows the magnitude as well as the breath of his power. He is (1) the master over disease (v.1-17); 9:27-34); (2) the master over nature (v.  26, 27); (3) the master over death (John 11:13, 43, 44); (4) the master over devils or demons (Mark 5:12, 13).
In Jesus’ day leprosy, like AIDS today was a terrifying disease because there was no known cure. The word leprosy was used for a variety of similar diseases, and some forms were contagious. If a person contracted the contagious type, a priest declared him a leper and banished him from his home and city. The leper was sent to live in a community with other lepers until either got better or died. Yet when the leper begged Jesus to heal home, Jesus reached out and touched him, even though his skin was covered with the dreadful disease. As in the giving of alms in which Jesus commanded that we do not do good acts for appearance only, so he commanded the healed man not to tell anyone, but to present himself to the priest as required by law to prove that his leprosy was completely gone so that he could be restored to his community
As Jesus arrived in Capernaum a Roman Centurion pleaded with him to heal his servant of palsy. The centurion was a Gentile, a Roman soldier who demonstrated faith in Jesus Christ. He could not have let many obstacles stand between him and Jesus—pride, doubt, money, language, distance, time, self-sufficiency, power, race. But he didn’t. If he did not let these barriers block his approach to Jesus, we don’t need to either. The clinching word was this “As thou had believed so be it done unto thee”. The servant was healed immediately. What is keeping you from coming to Jesus Christ? Whatever it is, you ought to give it up and call to Jesus today before it is too late.
Healing is included in the work of Jesus Christ as redeemer. Indeed, everything the Christian has is to be found in Jesus Christ’s redemption. Sickness and evil are consequences of living in a fallen world. Therefore, it does not follow that we are sick because we sin. Nor does it follow that God intends to heal every sick person and remove every malady. But in the future, when God removes all sin, there will be no more sickness and death. That God heals today cannot be denied. Certainly prayer is affective, and while some think the gift of healing is not given today, it cannot be simply ruled out. 
The faith demonstrated by this gentile army officer caused Jesus to tell the crowd that many religious Jews who should be in the Kingdom of God would be excluded because of their lack of faith (Dan. 12:2). Entrenched in their religious traditions, they could not accept Jesus Christ and his new Message. We must be careful not to become so set in our religious habits that we expect God to work only in specified ways. We must not limit God by our mind-set and lack of faith. Jesus now went on to describe what would be the makeup of the people of God in the end. He says that many shall come from the “east and west” which stands for the four corners of the earth. All the faithful people and not just Jews, will be gathered to feast and will sit down with the Messiah (Isa. 25:6, 55). This message is probably one of the many reasons the Jewish religious leaders hated him then, and even today  The Jews should have known that when the Messiah came, his blessings would be for Gentiles too (Isa. 42:1-8; 66:12, 19). But this message came as a shock to them because they were too wrapped up in their own self righteousness and destiny. Could this be one of the reasons the Jews say that the New Testament has no authority and why they claim the Talmud to be their holy book and not the Torah? Could it be that they invented the Talmud because they resent the truth of God in the book of the prophets? Therefore in claiming God’s promises we must not apply them so personally that we forget to see what God wants to do to reach all the people who desire Him (Exod. 12:48, 49).

vs.11-12. In these verses Matthew emphases this universal theme that Jesus message is for everyone. The Old Testament prophets knew this as we read in Isa. 56:3,6-8; 66:12, 19; Mal. 1:11; 42:1-6), but many New Testament Jewish leaders choose to ignore it. Every one of us has to choose to accept or reject the Gospel message of Jesus Christ, and no one can become part of God’s Kingdom on the basis of heritage or connections. Having a Christian family is a wonderful blessing, but it won’t guarantee you eternal life. You must believe in and follow Jesus Christ. To enter into the kingdom of God will require that your name be found in the book of life. If you do not know how to make sure your name will be found in it, Daniel 12 verses 3 and 4 suggest that you be wise, and turn people unto righteousness. By this we understand that the knowledge of God is the beginning of all wisdom, and by joining the saints of God in spreading of His gospel message is how many are turned unto righteousness (Dan. 12:3, 4; Pss. 111:10; Prov.1:7; 2:7).
When God touches us, we must respond immediately to Jesus with service in the same way that Peter’s mother-in-law responded after she was touched by Jesus. God has promised us all the rewards of his Kingdom; we should look for ways to serve him and his followers at all times. Following Jesus is not always easy or comfortable. Often it means great cost and sacrifice, with no earthly rewards or security. You may find that truthfully following Jesus Christ costs you popularity, friendships, leisure time, or treasured habits. But while the cost of following Jesus is high, the value of being Jesus Christ’s disciple is even higher. Discipleship is a professional investment that lasts for eternity and yields incredible rewards.
vs. 21-22. Son of man. Jesus referred to himself as the Son of man more than eighty times in the New Testament Gospels. This term describes his office as the Messiah, but he avoided the word “Messiah” because the people of his day attached to it connotation that were improper. (The people thought of the Messiah as an irresistible military conqueror who would smite Rome and restore the political empire of King David.) In the messianic connotation the term “Son of man” was first used in Dan 7:13, in a vision of a futuristic event where it was applied to a heavenly figure which of course, was Jesus Christ arriving to present himself to the Father after his resurrection; whose everlasting rulership over all is given to him by the Ancient of Days. Jesus gave this title its full messianic and redemptive significance.
“Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father.” Whatever this disciple’s concerns were, it appears he did not want to commit himself to Jesus just yet. Jesus, however, would not accept his excuse. Jesus was always direct with those who wanted to follow him. He made sure they counted the cost and set aside any conditions they might have for following him. Following Jesus demands complete loyalty. Even family loyalty is not to take priority in following Him. Therefore, the decision to follow Jesus should not be put off even though other loyalties compete for our attention. Nothing should be placed above a total commitment to living for Jesus Christ.  The command Follow me takes precedence over all else in our lives. When Jesus calls you must follow.
“And behold, there arose a great tempest in the sea covering the boat.” They had been caught without warning, and their danger appeared to be great. Although the disciples had witnessed many miracles, they panicked in this storm. How about you? How many times have you encountered storm in your life, where you felt God could not or would not help. The reason you felt that way was because you had not truly understood who God is. But when you come to understand that he controls both the storms of nature and the storms of your troubled heart, the Jesus power that calmed this storm can also help you deal with the problems you face. Jesus is always willing to help if you will call to him.
Even devils (demons) know that Jesus is the Christ the Son of God, yet they hate him. The demon who called Jesus the Son of God defiantly said he wanted nothing to do with the Savior. Just believing is not enough, faith is more than belief (James 2:19). By faith, you accept what Jesus has done for you, receive him as the only one who can save you from sin, and live out your faith by obeying his Word. 
According to the Jewish customs, the men Jesus encountered were unclean in the three ways: they were Gentiles, they were demon possessed, and they lived in the graveyard, but Jesus set them free anyway. The lesson here is not to turn our backs on people who are “unclean” or repulsive to us or who violate our moral standards and Christian beliefs. Rather these should give us the more reason to help them to be touched by God’s love through the gospel message of Jesus Christ.

The demon also spoke a word of dread and fear. The demon asked, “Art thou come hither to torment us before the time?” He knew that many unbelievers do not know they are possessed by demons. There is a time when the wicked will be tormented. The demon wanted to avoid that time as long as possible. 
When the devils entered the pigs, they drove the animals into the sea. The devils action proves like the end result of sin, their destructive intent—if they could not destroy the men, they would destroy the pigs (Jam. 1:15). Like snowball rolling downhill, sin grows more destructive the more we let it have its way.
The people of that city asked Jesus to leave because unlike their own pagan gods, Jesus could not be contained, controlled or appeased. They feared Jesus’ supernatural power, a power they had never before witnessed. Again, they were upset about losing their property more than they were glad about the deliverance of the devil possessed men. 

Christians should be more concerned about people than property and programs. Unfortunately, in our evil world today, it has become the norm to value possessions, investments, and even animals above human life. Let us not forget that human beings are created in God’s image and have eternal value. 
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