Sabbath Day Sermon of March 12, 2011
By Dr. Chika Flint

The New Earth and New Heaven (Part 2)
Revelation Chapter 21.

In this scene of John’s vision of the revelation of Jesus Christ, he sees the bride, the Lamb’s wife, i.e., the Church of God—at the last triumphant, perfected, and glorious in holiness. The New Jerusalem needs neither the sun nor the moon to light it. Nor is there any temple. God and the Son are the temple and the light of the city. God is light and wherever God is, there is light—nothing else is needed. The name of the city from that day shall be, “The Lord is there.” (Ezek. 48:35). The city’s residents comprise those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life, and no others. In contrast, 21:8 characterizes those who are excluded from the city and who will be assigned to their final destiny in the lake of fire.

v.12-17. The New Jerusalem is a picture of God’s future home for his people. The 12 tribes of Israel represent all the faithful from their respective tribes in the Old Testament (Dan 12:2); the 12 apostles represent the church. Thus, both believing Gentiles and Israelites who have been faithful to God will be united in Jesus Christ and live together in the new earth. The city measurements are symbolic of a place that will hold all God’s people. Given in cubits, these measurements are all multiples of 12, the number for God’s people and the apostles: There were 12 tribes in Israel, and 12 apostles who started the church. The walls are 144 (12x12) cubit (200 feet) thick; there are 12 layers in the walls, and 12 gates in the city and the height, length, and breath are all the same, 12,000 furlongs (1.400 miles). The New Jerusalem is a perfect cube, the same shape as the Most Holy place in the Temple (1King 6:20). These measurements illustrate that this new home will be perfect for us. 

“The gates for entrance.” Heaven is not inaccessible; there is a way opened into the holiest of all who would earnestly seek the kingdom God and his righteousness; this means to turn to him first for help, to fill your thoughts with his desires, to take his character for your pattern, and to serve and obey him in everything. There is a free admission to all those that are sanctified; they shall not find themselves shut out. 
Now, as to these gates, their number—twelve gates, answering to the twelve tribes of Israel. All the true Israel of God shall have entrance into the New Jerusalem, as every tribe had into the earthly Jerusalem. Their guards which were placed upon them—twelve angels, to admit and receive the several tribes of the spiritual Israel and keep out others whose names were not written in the Lamb’s book of life (Dan. 12: 1, 2) The inscription on the gates—the names of the twelve tribes, to show that they have a right to the tree of life, and to enter through the gates into the city. 
The foundation of the wall, for heaven is a city that hath her foundations (v. 19); the promise and power of God, and the purchase of Christ, are the strong foundations of the church’s safety and happiness. The foundations are described by their number—twelve, alluding to the twelve apostles (v. 14), whose gospel doctrines are the foundations upon which the church is built, Christ himself being the chief corner-stone; and, as to the matter of these foundations, it was various and precious, set forth by twelve sorts of precious stones, denoting the variety and excellency of the doctrines of the gospel, and of the graces of the Holy Spirit, and the personal excellencies of the Lord Jesus Christ (Eph. 2:20; Ezek. 48:31-35; Heb. 11:10).

v.18-27. The picture of walls made of jewels reveals that the New Jerusalem will be a place of purity and durability—it will last forever. The Temple, center of God’s presence among his people, was the primary place of worship. No temple is needed in the new city because God’s presence will be everywhere. He will be worshipped throughout the city, and nothing will hinder us from being with him. The nations that are saved walk in the light of it. They walk with Christ in white. They have communion not only with God, but with one another; and all their steps are firm and clean. They are pure and clear as gold and transparent glass. The temple of the new Jerusalem, which was no material temple, made with men’s hands, as that of Solomon and Zerubbabel, but a temple altogether spiritual and divine; for the Lord God Almighty, and the Lamb, are the temple thereof. There the saints are above the need of ordinances, which were the means of their preparation for heaven. When the end is attained the means are no longer useful. Perfect. The saints in heaven tread upon gold. The New Jerusalem has its several streets. There is the most exact order in heaven: every saint has his proper mansion (John 14:1, 2).

Not everyone will be allowed into the New Jerusalem, but only “they which are written in the Lamb’s book of life.” No one is going to get in because of their background, personality, or good behavior. Eternal life is available to you only because of what Jesus, the Lamb, has done. To secure your citizenship in his new creation, you must call to him today and trust him to save you. 
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