Sabbath Day Sermon of March 12, 2011

By Dr. Chika Flint

The New Earth and New Heaven

Revelation Chapter 21.

In this scene of John’s vision of the revelation of Jesus Christ, he sees a new heaven and a new earth, as the first heaven and the first earth were done away and there was no more sea. The holy city, New Jerusalem, is the final abode of the saints of God. The eternal habitation becomes theirs after the judgment of the great white throne. This city comes down from God out of heaven, and its boundaries, structures, and inhabitants are all described as a bride adorned for her husband.  Her husband is none other than our Lord Jesus Christ, the one who gave his life for her (Eph. 5:25-27). The description is only symbolic, but the saints can be rest assured that the reality will defy description and meet the highest expectations of all who inhabit the city. God and his followers—those whose names are written in the book of life—will be united to live there forever. If you are reading this message, my question for you is, have you planned to be there? If you are not sure, I would suggest that you prepare to meet Jesus before it is too late.

The New Jerusalem is where God dwells among his people (“the tabernacle of God is with men”). The Almighty God comes down to be with us, just as He became man in Jesus Christ to visit us and lived among us (John 1:14) Wherever God reigns, there is peace, security and love. The “holy city, new Jerusalem” is described as the place where God will “wipe away all tears from the eyes of those whose names are found in the book of life.” Forevermore, there will be no death, pain, sorrow, or crying. The word of God is true, no matter what you are going through in this world, it is not the last word—God has already determined the final chapter, and it is about true fulfillment and eternal joy for those who love Him.

v.5-7. “I make all things new.” Because the whole universe was stained with the sin of Satan and of Adam, God had to remake all things. Following the victory of Jesus Christ, which is a victory over all that is evil, all residual elements of the fall are removed and the universe returns to its prefall perfection for eternity. The new heaven and earth, time wise, is referred to by Jesus in Matt. 19:28, where he says, “in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory.” This will occur after the Second Coming, when Satan will have been finally defeated.

“I am the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end.” The will and the power of God Almighty were the first cause of everything seen and unseen. The Bible begins with the majestic story of his creation of the universe, and it concludes with his creation of a new heaven and earth. This is a tremendous hope and encouragement for all believers. When our sins are forgiven, and we are with Him, and our future secure, we will be like Jesus; for wherever Jesus is there we will be, and so he has promised to all those who follow him (John 14:2, 3; Isa. 43: 6-7, 10-12). Now the pleasure and the glory of the Creator, Sustainer, and Redeemer are fulfilled. Sinless perfection has come and God is all in all.

v. 8-11. It is made clear here that overcoming the world as Jesus did is required to have your name in the book of life and for you to inherit all things, and for Him to be your God and for you to be his son or daughter. However, “the fearful” these we hope do not include those believers who are faint-hearted in their faith or who sometimes doubt or question, but those who turn back from following God when the going gets tough. They are not brave enough to stand up for Jesus; they are not humble enough to accept his authority over their lives. These are put in the same list as the unrepentant, abominable, murderers, liars, idolaters, the immoral, and those practicing demonic arts (Deut. 18:10). To be worthy to receive the promise, we must be willing to overcome and endure unto the end” (Mark 13:13). Those who would do so will receive the blessings of God promised: (1) eating from the tree of life (Rev. 2:7) (2) escaping from the lake of fire (the “second death,”) (Rev. 2:11), (3) receiving a special name (Rev. 2:17), (4) having power over the nations (2:26), (5) being included in the book of life (3:5), (6) being a pillar in God’s spiritual temple (3:12), (7) sitting with Jesus Christ on his throne (3:21). Those who can endure the testing of evil and remain faithful will be rewarded by God.  

The desires of his people towards this blessed state furnish another evidence of the truth and certainty of it. If any thirsts after a state of sinless perfection and the uninterrupted enjoyment of God will give it, and when they have overcome their present difficulties, God will give them of the fountain of the water of life freely. The greatness of this future felicity is declared and illustrated, by the freeness of his Spirit—it is the free gift of God: He gives of the water of life freely; this will not make it less but more grateful to his people. Continue to Part 2.
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