Sabbath Day Sermon of March 26, 2011.

By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop
The Blessings of the City of God
Revelation Chapter 22
In the final scene of John’s vision of the revelation of Jesus Christ, he was shown the tree of life Adam could have but did not eat of the fruit of the tree of life. When he sinned because he failed to warn his wife not to doubt the Word of God, instead he listened to his wife (Gen. 3:17), and both were no longer free to eat of the tree of life. Now at the end of the age in the New Jerusalem the tree of life is there for the people of God, who will eat of its fruit forever and live forever. 
John sees this river of paradise. The earthly paradise was well watered: no place can be pleasant or fruitful that is not so. This river is described by its fountain-head—the throne of God and the Lamb. All our springs of grace, comfort and glory, are in God; and all our streams from him are through the mediation of the Lamb by its quality—pure and clear as crystal. All the streams of earthly comfort are muddy; but these are clear, salutary, and refreshing, giving life, and preserving life, to those who drink of them. The tree of life, in this paradise is like the tree of life in the Garden of Eden. Such a tree there was in the earthly paradise, Gen. 2:9. This far excels it. And now, as to this tree, the situation of it—in the midst of the street, and on either side of the river; or, as might have been better rendered, in the midst between the terrace-walk and the river. This tree of life is fed by the pure waters of the river that comes from the throne of God. The water of life is a symbol of eternal life. Jesus used this same image with the Samaritan woman (John 4: 7-14). It pictures the fullness of life with God and the eternal blessings that come when we believe in him and satisfy our spiritual thirst (John 6:35).

The presence and perfections of God furnish out all the glory and blessedness of heaven. As in twelve gates, twelve angels and twelve foundations, here the fruitfulness of this tree brings forth many sorts of fruit—twelve sorts, suited to the refined taste of all the saints. It brings forth fruit at all times—yields its fruit every month. This tree is never empty, never barren; there is always fruit upon it. In heaven there is not only a variety of pure and satisfying pleasures, but a continuance of them, and always fresh. The fruit is not only pleasant, but wholesome. 
The presence of God in heaven is the health and happiness of the saints; there believers find in Him a remedy for all their former maladies, and are preserved by Him in the most healthful and vigorous state. The devil is locked up forever in the lake of fire and has nothing to do there; he cannot draw the saints away anymore from serving God to be subject to himself, as he did to all those who missed the first resurrection, nor can he so much as disturb them in the service of God. The supreme felicity of this paradisiacal state. There the saints shall see the face of the Almighty God; there they shall enjoy the beatific vision. God will own them, having his seal and name on their foreheads.  They shall reign with him for ever; their service shall be not only freedom but honor and dominion. All this shall be with perfect knowledge and joy. They shall be full of wisdom and comfort, continually walking in the light of the Lord; and this not for a time, but for ever and ever. 
v. 6-13. The angel admonishes John of the truthfulness of the revelations, and for this reason has The Lord God of the holy prophets sent him to show them to John for all believers. Believers are to read, and understand, and obey the words of this prophecy. John being overwhelmed with all he had been shown fell down before the angel that has been guiding him through the scenes to worship, but the angel warned him not to do it; that he is a fellowservant of God as all believers and the prophets. Here John is instructed not to seal the revelations, for the time is short before all these things will be accomplished. John states plainly that at the end times evil will be stronger than ever. Instead of turning to God, evildoers will flee from him even further. Once we find that there is no word about universal salvation, but there is always the one invitation, even to the worst sinner, to come to Jesus Christ for there is ever the open door for sinners to come home to the Father of all. However, if anyone after being exposed to the revelations of Jesus Christ but chooses to remain in their state of sinful living, let him or her continue to be filthy. But if anyone after being exposed to the revelations of Jesus Christ chooses to be holy let him or her remain holy. One thing is certain that the Lord Jesus comes quickly to reward everyone according to his or her deeds.
The revelation opens with Jesus portrayed as the Alpha and the Omega and it closes with the same refrain. The book of revelation is about the reigning Jesus Christ who waits at the Father’s right hand for that moment when he will come the second time in power and great glory. To have the right to eat from the tree of life and to enter through the New Jerusalem’s gates is reserved for those who keep his commandments (John 14:15-17).  If you haven’t been keeping his commandments you must begin to do so today.
v. 14-19. There are choices to be made, where to spend eternity, in heaven or in the lake of fire. The time is short and no one should defer making the right choice, so that they may enjoy the right to the tree of life. Everlasting life or everlasting death is a state.  Strait is the gate and narrow is the way that leads to eternal life, but wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leads to destruction, and many who travel on the broad way are: the dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loves and makes a lie (Matt. 7:13).  John warns one and all about the dangers that can spring from tampering with the Word of God. This reference has to do with the Revelation. But by inference we can extend it to the totality of Scripture.  For it is wrong to tamper with the Revelation, which is God’s Word, it is equally wrong to tamper with anything else that is the Word of God.

v. 20-21. John empresses his fervent hope that Jesus Christ will come shortly as promised. The revelation closes the Bible as Genesis opens it. The garden in which Adam lived and from which he was ejected because of his sin has been replaced by the New Jerusalem, where the inhabitants experience the regaining of the Paradise that Adam lost.
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